Reluctance to Give Half a

Shegel

The Gemara of Meghillah explains
that on the first of Adar it is announced that
we must donate Sheqalim to the Beth
HaMiqdash (Temple). It is further taught
that since the Torah says, "This is the
offering of every month" (Bamidbar 28:14),
it is telling us that we must bring a new
donation.

Rashi comments that we read
Parashath Sheqalim to inform everyone that
they must bring their Shegels in the month
of Adar. This allows people to prepare their
Shegels in order to bring them to the Beth
HaMigdash. Even though the amount is
small (less than a third of an ounce of pure
silver), since the money is used throughout
the year for the sacrifices that are an
atonement for the Jewish people, the Yeser
Hara' (evil inclination) tries to prevent us
from doing it.

At the time when the Beth
HaMigdash stood, if someone did not bring
his portion, it was taken from his personal
possessions, against his will.

(See Meghilla 29b. Maamar Mordekhai, Hilkhoth Haggim,
62:2)
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Tesawweh: Why Only Olive Oil?
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"They should take to you pure beaten olive oil for the
light" (Shemoth 27:20). What is the reason that the
Torah requires the Menorah to be lit with olive oil
specifically? Many other oils would also burn well.

As we know, the Menorah hints at the Torah. The
holy Zohar tells us that the olive tree is superior to all
other trees in that it has olives throughout the year,
unlike other trees that only produce their fruit in a
specific season. The light of the Torah can be compared
to the light produced with olive oil -- it burns
continuously, throughout the year.

Whatever the season, summer or winter, whether
it is cold or hot, the fire of Torah must burn, in the same
way that the olive tree produces its fruit throughout the
year. This is an explanation for the continuation of the
Pasuq (verse), Mnn 1) nbynb "for the lamp to burn
always". Irrespective of the season, the study of the
Torah must continue "always", without any interruption.

(See Benayahu, Menahoth 89a)
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Reading the Meghillah in a Foreign Language

If someone who does not speak Hebrew hears the Meghilla read in Hebrew, from a Kosher scroll
written in Hebrew, he fulfills his obligation even if he does not understand what is being said.

It says in the Shulhan 'Aruch that if a Meghillah is written in a non-Jewish language, only someone
who is familiar with that language can fulfill his obligation by reading it. There are certain restrictions
connected with this, however.

The universal custom that we follow nowadays, that we should not deviate from, is that the Meghilla
must be written in the Holy Tongue (Hebrew) in accordance with the rules for writing a Meghillah, and must
be read only in the Holy Tongue. This applies to everyone, men and women, even if they are not familiar
with the Holy Tongue, as we mentioned above.

(See Shulhan 'Arukh 690: 8, 9. Kaf Hahayyim, ibid, Oth 56, Q. Sh. ‘A. H’ Toledano, ibid, 17)

L

Feasting not Fasting on Purim

One must increase one's eating and drinking on Purim and fasting is not permitted. The only
exception is a Ta'anith Halom (fast because of a bad dream). If one has a bad dream at any time, it
appears to me that one should not automatically fast, but should consult with a Hakham.

If one does fast a Ta'anith Halom on Purim one should fast till after Minha and then eat before
sunset. One would have to have a second fast day because one fasted on Purim.

It is preferable, however, to redeem the fast by giving at least the value of the meals in charity, in
addition to any other charity that one gives on this day. Charity saves a person from all kinds of
misfortunes.

(See Rama 695:2. Kaf Hahayyim ibid, Oth 19, 20. Q. Sh. 'A. H' Toledano)

Women'’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ’a”’h
What it Takes to Save a Nation

After Esther's parents passed away, the word that is used in the Meghillah for bringing up (j2X) can
be translated as training. Mordekhai, the leader of the the generation, took upon himself to bring up his
orphaned niece and train her. In spite of his important and demanding role in the Jewish world, he invested
in his "adopted" child.

Bringing up children involves continuous training and teaching. Our job as parents is to mold, refine
and perfect our children's character. It goes without saying that it is our personal obligation as well -
conscious and continuous effort must be made to polish our own character traits.

When Mordekhai heard that the two guards of the king plotted to kill King Ahashwerosh, he told
Esther. Esther informed the king "in Mordekhai's name". It might seem unimportant to specify the fact that
Esther "informed the king in Mordekhai's name". A minute detail, with a powerful message. Esther, in her
piety, made sure to mention Mordekhai's name, in connection with the "latest news". She did not reserve
the glory for herself. Our Rabbis of blessed memory tell us that this seemingly unimportant act brought
about the salvation of the entire Jewish nation!

This unbelievable outcome was a direct result of Esther's fine and polished character. Only a person
with the proper upbringing, based on the foundation of our holy Torah, can reach this level of sensitivity
and consideration. such a person has the potential and the power of saving our nation...And you can do it
tool!
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