
Carrying a Child Who is Holding a
Coin on Shabbath

If a child is holding a stone on
Shabbath, his father may pick him up and it
is not considered as if the father is carrying
the stone. This only applies, however, if the
child would become distressed if his father
did not carry him, otherwise the child may
not be picked up.

If a child is walking with his father
and holding a coin on Shabbath, it is
forbidden to pick him up. His father may not
even hold the child by the hand, even if the
child is walking by himself on his own two
feet, because we are afraid that if the coin
should drop the father would pick it up
because of its value, and since it is Muqseh
it is forbidden.

There is an opinion that what the
Hakhamim forbade was only the act of
carrying a child who has a coin in his hand.
However, holding his hand is permissible
even though the child is carrying a coin.
One should only rely on this opinion in a
case of necessity.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh,  309:1. 
Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid Oth 1, 3, 5)

Balaq: How Do I Treat a Fellow Jew Who
Follows a Different Path?

mi ¦fẍ £̀ ©M 'd r ©hp̈ mi ¦ld̈ £̀ ©M xd̈p̈ i ¥l £r zŸP©b §M EiḦ ¦p mi ¦lg̈ §p ¦M
m¦in̈Îi ¥l £r "Stretching out like brooks, like gardens

alongside a river, like aloes which were planted by G-d,
like cedars next to water" (Bamidbar 24:6).

We know that there are four types of people in
the Jewish nation, as is mentioned in connection with
the four species in Sukkoth. This is similarly hinted at in
the Parasha of Balaq. The streams of water which have
a taste but no smell, hint at those who have Torah but
no good deeds (Miswoth). The gardens are a place
where fruit trees are found, and hint at those who have
both Torah and good deeds. Aloes have a smell but lack
any taste and hint at those who have good deeds but no
Torah. Finally, the cedars have neither smell nor taste
and are a hint to those who are devoid of both Torah
and Miswoth.

On Sukkoth the four species are bound together
and signify the need for unity. Similarly in this case, the
Parasha shows us that this is the make up of the Jewish
people, from which it seems obvious that we must treat
each other with respect and unity whichever category
our neighbor falls into.

(See Addereth Eliyahu, Parashath Balaq)
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Being Forced to Honor Parents by the Beth Din

We must all be very careful about honoring both our father and mother and to fear them.

Despite this, a Beth Din (Jewish religious court) is not obligated to enforce it.  This is because it is a
commandment that has a great reward, and a Beth Din is not obligated to enforce a commandment that
has a reward for its performance.

They have the permission to do so if they wish, however. The only limits placed upon them is the
degree to which they may go to enforce it (they may not enforce it till he expires).

This refers to a case where there is no honor shown to the parents. However, in a case where there
is actual disrespect shown to the parents, the Beth Din is obligated to intervene and enforce the rules.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Sheniyah, Parashath Shoftim, Oth Alef)

Tekheleth (Blue Thread on the Fringes) Nowadays
There is a Torah commandment to put "on the fringe on the corners of their garments, a thread of

blue (Tekheleth)", (Numbers 15:38). Is this something we should be doing nowadays or not?
This question is answered in Dibrei Mordekhai who states that there is a problem, because we do not

have the ability ascertain exactly what the Tekheleth is. The Ari z"l writes that the details of the Tekheleth
will only be revealed when the Mashiya¥ (Messiah) comes. The Ari z"l stated further that in the days of the
Beth HaMiqdash (Temple) there was a thread of Tekheleth together with the white, but nowadays, there is
only white. Today we do not have the capability to do the Tekheleth.

Maran Mordekhai Eliyahu, 'a"h, states that when Mashiya¥ Sidqenu (the Messiah) comes, he will
show us exactly what the color is and what the ¡illazon (the creature from which the color comes) is. At
that time we will be able to perform this Miswah (commandment). He was asked why he himself did not
wear Tekheleth if people say they know what it is, he replied that Tekheleth has many shades and till the
Mashiya¥ comes we will not have the ability to know the correct color.

(Dibrei Mordekhai, Parashath Shela¥ Lekha, Halakha BaParasha)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ’a”h
Nine Measures of Speech, Part 2
   (continued from last week)

In 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth, there is a parable about a merchant who left his home where
he kept his merchandise, and went to the Beth Midrash (study hall). While he was there, another merchant
who came from overseas, stopped by his house to purchase merchandise from him. When his wife told him
that her husband was in the Beth Midrash, not wishing to wait, he went to another supplier. When the
husband returned home and found out that he had lost important business, he instructed his wife that the
next time this should occur she should call him immediately from the Beth Midrash.

Some time later a creditor knocked on his door to collect monies that he was owed. The wife,
following her husband's instructions to the letter, sent her servant running to fetch her husband. When her
husband rushed home, in anticipation of a major business deal, he was shocked to find the creditor waiting
for him. He scolded his wife for not acting when she should have, and for acting when she should not have.

My dear friends, we need to develop our insight and know when the appropriate course of action is
to speak, and when it is a time to be silent. Not all situations are the same. The brain is situated above the
mouth as a reminder that our words should follow our thought and not the reverse. Let us use the art of
speech wisely, to build, create, and console.

 
 Sponsorships available. Contact:Watch Much More at www.NonstopTorah.com 


