
Answering "Amen" to a Child

We may not answer "Amen" to the
Berakha (blessing) of a child. This only
applies when he is learning to recite
blessings, because children may be taught
to recite blessings in their correct form. This
is permitted, even though they are reciting
blessings (with G-d's Name) in vain, since it
is for the purpose of learning to do it
correctly.

When they recite a blessing,
however, for the purpose of discharging
their obligation of reciting a blessing, then
we must answer "Amen" when they have
reached the age of instruction.

There is a story about the Lebush
who was studying with his Rabbi. A child
recited a blessing, but the Lebush, who was
engrossed in his thoughts, didn't answer
"Amen". His Rabbi was furious and
censured him severely. When he asked him
what caused this great anger, his Rabbi
responded that wherever the Lebush would
go to teach Halakha, he must know and
make known, how serious it is not to answer
"Amen".

(See Shulhan 'Arukh 215:3. Hesed La-alafim, ibid.,5)

Hayyei Sarah: Why Abraham Aged
Suddenly

mi ¦nÏ ©A `Ä o ¥wf̈ md̈ẍ §a ©̀ §e "And Abraham was old,

advanced in age" (Bereshith 24:1). Sarah Immenu, 'a"h,
had just died suddenly, as a result of the 'Aqedah
(binding) of Isaac. The Torah is coming to inform us
that the fact that Abraham Abinu, 'a"h, suddenly
became old, was a direct result of the loss of his beloved
wife. Our Hakhamim of blessed memory tell us that it is
the husband who is most affected by the loss of a wife.

Even though the Torah previously describes both
Abraham Abinu and Sarah Immenu, 'a"h, as being old
and advanced in age (Bereshith 18:11), after Sarah
Immenu, 'a"h, conceived and gave birth to Yis-haq
Abinu, 'a"h (Isaac), they became young again, as it
were. That is why the Torah states again here that
Abraham Abinu, 'a"h, became old.

The words "owf mdxa`" (Abraham was old), in

Gematria (Jewish numerology), is the same as the word
"dyw" (difficult). It seems to me that this hints to what

our Rabbis of blessed memory told us, that when a man
loses his wife, (especially one that he was married to for
so many years, as in the case of Abraham Abinu, 'a"h),
that it is exceptionally difficult. Which is why Abraham
Abinu, 'a"h, suddenly appeared older.

(See the Tur on the Torah, Hayyei Sarah, 24:1)
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Necessity of Always Having a Kethubbah

A man may not be alone with his wife even for one hour, without a Kethubbah. The reason why it
was ordained that a man must make a Kethubbah for his wife is so that he will not consider it an
unimportant matter to send her away. Therefore, the primary purpose of the Kethubbah is to impose an
amount on the man that he will pay his wife in such an eventuality.

In the event that the Kethubbah is lost, the couple must immediately get another one, since they are
not permitted to remain alone together without one. They should go to right away to an Orthodox Rabbi
who will be able to write for them a replacement for the the Kethubbah that was lost, thus permitting them
to live alone together.

(See Kethubboth 54b. Rambam Ishuth 10:10)

Bringing Empty Boxes
There is a Mashal (parable) of servants who were expected to bring presents to their master the

king. Some brought casks full of wine, others brought containers of oil, yet others brought barrels of
honey, while some brought packages of silk and embroidered clothes.

There were others, however, who brought large boxes and containers which were empty. Clearly,
those who brought fine gifts would be rewarded and those who brought large empty containers would pay
the price for their actions, even more than if they had brought nothing.

So too with our Tefilloth (prayers). When we pray to G-d and praise Him, it is like a present that we
are bringing to Him. There are those who come to Him with Torah and with a desire to serve Him. Others
come with prayer with Kawwanah (dedication of their hearts) or with praise. A person and his limbs are like
the containers. The Kawwanah and the desire to praise Him are the bundles of silk and the fine
embroidered clothes that we bring.

Others, however, bring themselves (the containers) to pray, but their hearts are not with them. What
is the point of bringing our containers (our bodies) but leaving the contents out? G-d, unlike earthly kings,
judges the contents -- the heart. So when we make the effort to pray to G-d, it is important to make the
additional effort to pray with devotion, to ensure that G-d receives the gift He is expecting.

(See Qol Sasson, 10)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ’a”h
The charm of the Shabbath candles

Lighting the Shabbath candles is one of the three special commandments which were given
specifically to us, women. As long as the wife is home, she takes precedence over her husband to fulfill this
Miswah.

What is the charm of the Shabbath candles? When we pour water from one glass into another, the original
cup will have a smaller amount of water. The candle, however, does not lose any of its light, even after
lighting another candle.

Shabbath is equivalent to the candles. The entire six days of the week receive their holiness (Qedusha)
from the holy Shabbath, but, its level of Qedusha does not subside. This is one of the deeper explanations
for lighting candles on Shabbath.

(To be continued)
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