
Halakha

Do We Recite a Blessing after
Smelling a Good Scent?

Are we required to say a Berakha
A¥aronah (a final blessing) after smelling a good
scent?

As we know, before eating any food we
have to recite a blessing and then, provided we
have eaten the minimum quantity (the Shi'ur of
food), and the food is still in our system and not
yet digested, we recite a Berakha A¥aronah (a final
blessing). Which one we recite depends on the
type of food we ate.

Before we smell a good scent we must also
recite a blessing. However, the benefit of a good
smell is essentially for the soul (the Neshama), and
the benefit remains in the soul. Even though the
body does get some pleasure it is a fleeting
pleasure, and the pleasure is gone as soon as the
scent is gone. It does not remain in the body.

Therefore, since the pleasure is primarily for
the soul and there is no scent left in the body after
one has smelled it and the smell has gone away,
then just as in the case of food where we cannot
say the blessing when the food has been digested,
so too we do not not say a Berakha A¥aronah (a
final blessing) on a good smell.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Wa-eth¥annan, Oth

Aleph)

Parashah

Beha'alothkha: Moshe Rabbenu Epitomized
Humility

:d«n̈c̈£̀ «d̈ i¬¥p §RÎl©r x ¤W£̀ m ½̈c ῭ «d̈  ÆlM ¦n c ®̀ §n [eíp̈r̈] ép̈r̈ d ¤Wn Wi¬¦̀ d̈ §e  And
the man Moses was exceedingly humble ('Anaw), more than
any man on the face of the earth. Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h,
epitomized what it means to be humble, despite his
enormous position among the Jewish people. Rabbenu the
¡ida, 'a"h, provides several Gema¿rioth to demonstrate the
essence and extreme importance of humility.

The Gema¿ria of the word 'Anaw (humble) is 126. If
we take the last words of the Five Books of Moses and add
the numerical value of the last letters of those words
(BeMisrayim, Mas'eihem, Sinai, Yereho, Yisrael) they also
total 126. We learn from this that the essence of the Torah is
humility.

The word 'Anaw has the same letters in Hebrew as the
word 'Awon (transgression). When one manages to
overcome his inborn traits, G-d forgoes his transgressions. In
addition, the numerical value of the last letter of each word of
the verse Moshe 'Anaw Me-od (Moses was exceedingly
humble) is fifteen which is the same value as one of G-d's
holy names.

(See Na¥al Qedumim, Parashath Beha'alothkha, 12:3)
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Calling Two Kohanim to the Torah One after Another
If there were both a Kohen and a Lewi in the Synagogue and the Kohen was called up to the Torah for

the first Qomah ('Aliyah), and thinking that there was no Lewi started the blessing for the second Qomah also,
he must not be stopped. This applies when the Kohen has already said G-d's name in the blessing (Barukh
Attah . . .). But if he merely said up to the Rabbanan Barkhu..., it is considered as if he has not yet started the
blessing.

If there is a Kohen but no Lewi in the Synagogue, the same Kohen must go up for the portion of Lewi
and not another Kohen instead. This is so that it will not be said that there was something wrong with the first
Kohen and that is why a different one had to go up in his place.

Similarly, two Levites do not go up one after the other, so that it will not be said that one of them had a
blemish. However, if he was called up to the Torah he should not be sent down.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh, 135: 7, 135: 8 & 9. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid Oth 47, 48 & 54)

Can We Give Too Much Charity?
As we know, giving charity is considered to be one of the most important acts in Judaism. But is it

possible to give too much?

Our obligation is to give between ten and twenty percent of our income in charity. A question is asked
in Torah Lishmah, concerning someone who gives more than twenty percent of his income which, in addition
to being more than his obligation, is beyond his means.

Should he be prevented from giving this amount or, since charity is such a major obligation and
foundation stone in Judaism, should he be permitted to give it?

The answer is that we see from the Gemara that not only are we permitted to prevent him, but it is
actually necessary to do so, because he is giving more than his requirement and more than he is able to afford.

(See Torah Lishmah, Yoreh De'ah, She-elah Rosh Lamad ¡eth)

SSS

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Giving People a Chance
¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, relates the following story that actually occurred. Two young newlywed

brides arrived at a party. One of them, who was from a very wealthy family, wore a simple dress made of wool,
which she bought for a modest price. On her finger she wore a gold-plated ring with an imitation stone.

All those present at the party stared at her and whispered to each other: "What an amazing dress. It must
have been specially made in an expensive designer store, and cost thousands. And the ring is beyond
estimation." Each woman tried to estimate the value of the ring, but all agreed that it was beyond evaluation.

The second recent bride was from a family of extremely modest means. She borrowed an expensive silk
gown from a very generous friend, who also lent her a costly gold ring set with an exquisite diamond.

The guests looked at her and commented: "What an ugly piece of clothing. It's plain to all that it is not
real silk. The ring doesn't even bear mentioning. It is obviously plated copper with a piece of polished glass on
top".

(To be continued...)

 Sponsorships available. Contact:Watch Much More at www.NonstopTorah.com

http://www.NonstopTorah.com

