
Parasha

Wayyesheb: Why Did Joseph Not

Contact His Father?

There are several explanations as to why

Yoseph Ha££adiq (Joseph) 'a"h, did not attempt

to contact his father, to let him know that he was

alive and alright. (See A Torah Minute, Vol. 1,

Wayyiggash).

It says in Min¥ath Yehudah that one

should not be surprised that after Joseph was

appointed to be in charge of Potiphar's house,

he did not send a letter to his father to let him

know that he was in Egypt. Joseph thought that

his father had passed away as a result of his

anguish over the loss of his son. Proof of this is

that Joseph asked his brothers several times, "Is

your father still alive?". Not only that, but after

he made himself known to his brothers he asked

again, "Is my father still alive?".

It seems apparent, therefore, that Joseph

did not know that his father was alive and that is

why he did not send a letter. Because he would

have said to himself, "To whom shall I send the

letter? To my father and mother who have

passed away, or to my brothers who hate me?".

(See Min¥ath Yehudah, ch. 46, Parashath Wayyesheb)

Halakha

The Special Torah Readings for ¡Anukkah

and If One Read the Wrong One

On ¡anukkah, the reason that we read from the

Torah portion connected with the gifts that the Nesi-im

(Princes of Israel) brought to the Mishkan (Tabernacle), is

because the Mishkan was completed on the 25th of Kislew,

the day that ¡anukkah starts. The custom of Sephardim is to

start with the portion of the Birkath Kohanim (the Priestly

Blessing), because the miracle of ¡anukkah was performed

through Kohanim. (Some Ashkenazim do the same while

others start from Beyom Kalloth Moshe).

If a person made a mistake in the reading of the

Torah, and instead of reading the portion for that day, read a

portion for a subsequent day of ¡anukkah, the reading still

counts, because all the days are valid. However, if the Sefer

Torah has not been returned and is still on the Teba, it is

preferable to read the correct portion without the Berakhoth

(blessings).

If the Torah was returned to the Hekhal, however,

then the correct portion for that day is not recited. Neither is

it read the following day when the Torah is taken out again.

Rather the correct portion for that particular day is read. For

example, if on the second day the portion for the third or

fourth day was read, then on the third day the portion for the

third day must be read and not the portion for the second

day which was omitted in error.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh, 684: 1. Rama, ibid. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 1, 2, 4, 8.)
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Lighting the Hanukkah, the Shabbath Candles and Praying Min¥a

On 'Ereb Shabbath (Friday evening), the Hanukkah candles have to be lit before the Shabbath candles.
Therefore, the lady of the house should wait for the Ba'al HaBayith (her husband), to light the Hanukkah and then
she should go light the Shabbath candles.

According to Rabbenu the Ari z"l, according to the Qabballah, this is very important. If they are running
late, however, the lady of the house can start lighting the Shabbath candles as soon as the first Hanukkah candle
was lit by her husband.

Also, on 'Ereb Shabbath (Friday afternoon), it is very important to pray Min¥a before lighting the candles,
very simply because Min¥a of Friday afternoon belongs to Friday, lighting the Hanukkah candles belongs to the
following day, which is Shabbath, and we would have a contradiction if we would first light the Hanukkah candles
for Shabbath and then pray Min¥a for the Friday preceding it.

I would like to add that there are differing opinions as to what you should do if you are unable to get a
Minyan together before the lighting of the Hanukkah candles for Min¥a and as such I would urge everybody not to
get into this Ma¥loqeth and to strive to find or to make an early Minyan for Min¥a.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Wayyesheb ¡anukkah, Oth Kaf)

Hanukkah: Who Should Light the Hanukkah in the Home?

Who should light the Hanukkah (the Menorah) in the home?

There is a well known difference between Ashkenazim and Sephardim. In Ashkenazi homes, not only the Ba'al

Habbayith (the master of the house) lights, but other members light as well. In Sephardi homes, however, only the

Ba'al Habbayith lights. In the latter case, a man's wife and children stand next to him while he is reciting the blessings

and lighting the candles.

In a case where the son is married and actually lives in his parents' home, even according to Sephardi custom,

he would need to light in his own private room. However, he may not recite the Berakha (blessing). The Ben Ish ¡ai

says that he should stand next to his father when the father recites the blessing, and have in mind that his father’s

blessing covers him also, and then he should go (right away) to his room and light there.

His master, ¡akham 'Abdallah Somekh, 'a"h, says that his custom was that the married sons would each be in

their own room standing in front of their own Menorah, and he would recite the Berakha (wherever he lit his own

Menorah) loudly. They would hear it, answer Amen and then light theirs.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Wayyesheb [¡anukkah], Oth Beh and Yod Zahn)

   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

Children Are the Mirror of Their Parents, Part 2
We mentioned that research shows that children imitate their parents' behavior and want to be like them. A

parent who smokes, is likely to have a child who smokes too. Adults who were abused by their parents as children,
will tend to abuse their own children as well, and so on. The opposite is also true. 

A child who is happy and self confident, is fortunate to have a parent who is content and has a healthy self
esteem. A child with good eating habits is lucky to have parents who watch what they eat. A polite child, who
remembers to say "please" and "thank you", heard his parents use these words regularly. We can learn about the
incredible impact of our personal example as parents from the story about Shimshon (Samson).

An angel appeared to Shimshon's mother, and told her that she would conceive and give birth to a child who
would save the Israelites from the hands of the Philistines. This child would be a Nazir (Nazarite) from birth, meaning
he would not be permitted to eat any grapes or their products, cut his hair, or come in contact with a dead person.
The angel told Shimshon's mother: "Be careful --  do not drink any wine" (Shoftim 13:4). On a simple level, we can
understand that Shimshon's mother had to refrain from drinking wine, starting from her pregnancy, because her son
had to be a Nazarite from the womb (Judges 13:7). But later on, Shimshon's father was given the exact same
instructions by the angel. Why was it necessary for the father to be Nazarite himself, as well? (To be continued)
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