
Hanukkah: If Lights Were Kindled

Without Sufficient Oil
The Hanukkah lights must be lit as soon as

the stars come out (except for Shabbath when
they must obviously be lit before Shabbath). One
must make sure that the candles can burn for at
least half an hour. So one must be careful if one is
using candles to make sure that they are long
enough to last that amount of time, and if using
oil, to ensure that there is sufficient oil. (On
Shabbath extra oil must be used to ensure that
they will burn for at least a half hour after the stars
come out).

If, in fact, there was insufficient oil to last
the half hour, even if one were to add some later –
for instance, if after fifteen minutes or so one sees
the lights are going out and adds more oil – the
obligation of lighting the Hanukkah lights has not
been fulfilled.

So what should you do in a case where you
mistakenly thought there was sufficient oil or wax,
but then after you said the Berakha and the
candles were lit for a while, it became apparent
that they would not last? You should put out the
lights, add a sufficient quantity of oil and relight
them, but this time without a Berakha (blessing).
Obviously, if this occurs on a Friday evening, once
Shabbath has started, it is forbidden to extinguish,
rekindle or add oil to the lights.

That is why it is very important, before
lighting, to ensure that the lights can in fact remain
lit for at least, that half hour.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph,

Parashath Wayyesheb, Oth ¡eth)

Wayyishlah: What Hurt Jacob Most?
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he saw that he could not overcome him, he touched the hollow
of his thigh, and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint,
as he wrestled with him. On account of this, the Children of
Israel may not eat the Gid Hanashei (sinew of the vein –
Bereshith 32:25).

It asks in Dibrei Mordekhai, why, if the angel touched
Jacob  there, we shouldn’t be able to eat the Gid HaNashei.
He answers that the Sar (Angel) of ‘Esaw wished to take
Jacob away from the path of the Torah so that the
“Yadayim” (hands) could be the Yadayim of ‘Esaw’, which
would put him in control of the Jewish people, Heaven
forbid. However, seeing that he was unable to do so, he
touched Jacob’s, as an indication that he wished to have the
generations of Jacob become affected by Esau’s impure
ways. And this is what hurt Jacob the most.

We may not eat the Gid HaNashei, as a reminder to
us of this fact. In fact, we should take it as a reminder that
we must look closely at the evil inclination and see if it is
taking us away from the ways of our illustrious patriarch,
Jacob, and must ensure that it does not do so. Let us ensure
that the voice will be that of Jacob at all times so that the
hand of Esau can have no dominion upon us whatsoever.

(See Dibrei Mordekhai, Wayyishlah)
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¡anukkah: What's in a Name?

The eight days of ¡anukkah begin on the 25th of Kislew. During this time eulogies and fasting are not

permitted. However Melakha (servile work) is performed as usual.

Women, however, do not do Melakha while the ¡anukkah lights are burning (during the half hour that

the lights are required to burn only), though there are women who have the custom of not doing Melakha on

the first and last day of ¡anukkah as well. This is, in fact, one of the explanations of the word ¡anukkah,

“They rested on the 25th” which is formed by splitting the word into ¡anu (they rested) and Kah (the letters

Kaf and Heh which equal 25).

The word ¡anukkah in Hebrew is also an acronym for ¡eth Neroth WeHalakha Kebeth Hillel (eight

candles in accordance with the rulings of Hillel). The way we light, by adding one candle each day was the

ruling of Beth Hillel, as opposed to the House of Shammai who ruled that we should light eight candles the

first night and reduce one each subsequent night.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh, 680: 1, Ben Ish ¡ai, yr. 1, Wayyesheb, 27. Kaf Ha¥ayyim 680, Oth 1 & 2)

Why Is ¡anukkah Eight Days?

Why is ¡anukkah eight days if the miracle of the oil was for only seven days? One explanation is as
follows:

The Greeks felt that if they would stop the Jewish people from performing three Mi£woth
(commandments) they would be able to stop the Torah among the Jewish people. The commandments things,
as we know, were Shabbath, ¡odesh & Milah (Sabbath, new month and circumcision). Shabbath is a
cornerstone in the Jewish religion. The entire Jewish cycle revolves around Rosh ¡odesh, and Milah is the special
covenant between G-d and the Jewish people.

¡anukkah always contains a Shabbath. In Ben Ish ¡ai it states that the reason why ¡anukkah falls on the
25th of the month is so that there will always be a Rosh ¡odesh during ¡anukkah. But how do we
commemorate Milah?

Rabbenu the ¡id”a, 'a"h, mentions that the reason why ¡anukkah is eight days long is to commemorate
the eight days that we must wait from when a boy is born till the performance of the Milah. Thus all three
commandments are celebrated on ¡anukkah.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Wayyesheb. Rosh Dawid, Parashath Miqqe£)

   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

Children Are the Mirror of Their Parents

It is rather common to see in public domains a sign which reads: "Warning! This location is under 24 hour
surveillance". Such a sign usually generates the best possible behavior by the observer. When we know that we
are under the eye of a camera, we will never consider acting inappropriately, but rather make sure that our
actions are outstanding. I sometimes wonder, whether such a sign should be placed in each and every single
Jewish home, as a reminder for us, parents, that we are under the 24/7 surveillance of our children.

Our children have extraordinary sensitive antennas to notice every single thing we do or say. Nothing
goes unnoticed under their watchful eye.  Everything we say or do is engraved in their minds, hearts and souls:
the spoken words as well as the unspoken ones, our facial expressions, the way we eat and dress, how we act in
public on the road and in the privacy of our homes. 

Why is it important? Research shows that children imitate their parents' behavior and want to be like them
(even if they may deny it). They model what they see and hear. A parent who smokes, is likely to have a child
who smokes too. Adults who were abused by their parents as children, will tend to abuse their own children as
well. The probability of children whose parents are divorced, getting divorced themselves, is higher than those
children whose parents are not. The opposite is also true.    (To be continued)
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