
Entering the Synagogue When They
Are Praying the 'Amidah

If one enters a Synagogue when the
congregation are praying Min¥a, and finds that
they are in the middle of the silent 'Amidah,
what one should do depends on the following. If
he has enough time to start and complete the
'Amidah before the ¡azzan reaches the Qedusha
in the ¡azarah (repetition), then he should start
the 'Amidah. If he does not have sufficient time,
he should not pray the 'Amidah yet, but should
wait till he hears the Qedusha (provided the time
to pray the 'Amidah will not have passed), and
he should start the 'Amidah then.

One must be sure, however, that one can finish
the 'Amidah before the ¡azzan reaches Modim.
One can also start the 'Amidah if one can reach
Modim at the same time as the ¡azzan (or if one
can reach one of the other blessings where one
also bows), so that he will bow together with the
congregation. This is in order that it will not
appear that he is unwilling to bow to the One to
whom congregation is bowing. If this is not
possible, one should not start the 'Amidah till the
¡azzan finishes the ¡azarah.

When we say that if he does not have sufficient
time he should not pray the 'Amidah yet, but
should wait till he hears the Qedusha and then
start the 'Amidah after the Qedusha, whether in
Sha¥rith or Min¥a, this is the custom commonly
followed by Ashkenazim, unless there is a
reason to start with the ¡azzan. The custom of
Sephardim is to start the 'Amidah together with
the repetition of the ¡azzan and say the
Qedusha together with him.

     (See Shul¥an 'Arukh with Rama 109:1,2. 
Mishnah Berurah ibid 2. 

Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 1-2)

Wayyesei: No Empire Will Remain over the

Jewish People
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 :F «A mi¦c §xŸ«i §e mi¬¦lŸr mi ½¦d-Ÿl-¡̀ (Bereshith 25:12). And he dreamed, and

behold a ladder was on the ground and its head reached the
Heavens, and behold, angels of G-d were ascending and

descending upon it.

The simple understanding is that the foot of the ladder
was in Beer Sheba’ where Ya’aqob Abinu, ’a”h, was lying,
and the top reached the Heavens, refering to the Beth
Hammiqdash that it was leaning on. Rabbenu Bahyei,
quoting the “Pirqei DeRibbi Eli’ezer”, says that G-d showed
Ya’aqob Abinu,’a”h, the four empires (Malkhuyoth) at the
pinnacle of their power and then in their decline.

He showed him the Sar Malkhuth of Babylon going up
70 rungs and then descending. Next He showed him the Sar
of the kingdom of Madai (the Medes), ascending 52 rungs
and then descending). This was followed by the Kingdom of
Yawan (Greece) ascending 180 rungs before also
descending.

Finally, G-d showed Ya’aqob Abinu,’a”h, the Sar of
the Roman kingdom climbing all the way to the top, where
he and not descending. He boasted that he was all the way
on top and would be like those in Shamayim. G-d replies,
with a quote from ‘Obadiah, that even if he would rise like
the eagle, He will bring him down from there.

(See Rabbenu Behayyei on the Torah, Wayyesei)
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Why We Say the Yehi Ra£on after the 'Amidah

The Rama states in his gloss to the Shul¥an 'Arukh that after taking three steps back at the end of the

'Amidah, it is the custom to say, Yehi Ra£on...Sheyibaneh Beth Hamiqdash (May...the Temple be rebuilt). This

is according to the Ashkenazi custom. Sephardim say Shetibneh [May... You rebuild the Temple). The reason

for making this request is that the 'Amidah is in place of the service in the Temple and we, therefore make a

request for its rebuilding so that we can do the actual service there once again.

Among the reasons for taking three steps back is that Nebuchadnezzar was able to destroy the

Temple because he took three steps in honor of G-d. So we, in turn, take three steps and say the Yehi Ra£on

request to G-d, that in the merit of the three steps that we are taking in His honor, we will merit to have the

third Beth Hamiqdash rebuilt speedily in our days, Amen.

(See Rama 123:1. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 2)

If No Kohen Is Present Who Goes up in His Stead?

If there is no Kohen present in the Synagogue at the time of the reading of the Torah, in Sephardi

Synagogues, a Yisrael is called in his stead for the first Qomah ('Aliyah) which is ordinarily read by the Kohen.

The second portion which is ordinarily given to a Lewi (Levi) when a Kohen went up for the first portion, must

also be given to a Yisrael, as is mentioned in the Shul¥an 'Arukh.

In Ashkenazi Synagogues there are different opinions. There are many who do send up a Lewi in place of

a Kohen when there is no Kohen present, whereas others send up a Yisrael. In any case, Ashkenazim are

permitted to send up a Lewi for the Kohen's portion when there is no Kohen present, since this is the ruling of the

Rama in his glossary on the Shul¥an 'Arukh.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 135:6 with Rama)



   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 
 

Making Things Work Out, Part 2

When we discussed the relationship between Deborah and her husband Baraq (also referred to as

Lappidoth), the message was that much can be learnt from her, once one is in the midst of a marriage. With

mind boggling divorce rates of 50% in the outside world, perhaps one should investigate why our Rabbis of

blessed memory referred to Deborah as a wise woman who built her home.

For one reason or another, she did not marry a person on a similar intellectual level to hers. This did not

provide a reason for a divorce, but rather with a solution of how to elevate her husband. Instead of changing her

husband, she worked with the person she married and used creativity and wisdom to work it out.

My dear friends, as women, we intrinsically master the art of bringing peace into our homes. We were

given the tools and deep understanding to make things work out and build a place of harmony and love. We

should develop a firm belief that our marriage was made in Heaven and transmit it to our children and those

around us.
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