
Not Substituting Any Haf¿arah for

the Haf¿aroth Depur'anutha

On each of the three Shabbaths between
the 17th of Tamuz and 9th of Ab, we read one
of the three Haf¿aroth Depur'anutha (of
retribution), followed by seven Dene¥amta (of
consolation) on each of the following seven
Shabbaths. The opinion is brought in the Beth
Yoseph, that they must be read on the
appropriate Shabbath and may not be replaced
by a different Haf¿arah.

The case arises if Rosh ¡odesh Ab falls
on Shabbath. According to this opinion, the
special Haf¿arah must be read, followed by the
first and last Pasuq (verse) of the Haf¿arah for
Rosh ¡odesh. The Rama is of the opinion that
one should read the one for Rosh ¡odesh
instead.

Sephardim, who follow the ruling of the
Shul¥an 'Arukh, read the special Haf¿arah
Depur'anutha, followed by the first and last verse
of the one for Rosh ¡odesh. The Ashkenazi
custom varies. Some Ashkenzim read only the
Haf¿arah of Rosh ¡odesh, in accordance with the
Rama, whereas others read the special Haf¿arah
Depur'anutha, followed by the first and last verse
of the one for Rosh ¡odesh, as do Sephardim,
especially since that is also the opinion of the
Gaon of Vilna.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh with Rama 425:1. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 10,
11, 16. Mishnah Berurah ibid, 8)

Listening to Singing Without Instruments

and Acapella During the 22 Days

We are not permitted to dance during this time of

year. Connected with this, musical instruments are forbidden

(it should be noted that dancing without musical instruments

is also forbidden). It makes no difference if the music is live

or recorded. But what is the Halakha concerning singing

without musical instruments?

A group of people singing without musical

instruments is permitted at a Se'udath Mi£wah (celebratory

festive meal), such as at a Bar Mi£wah or Siyyum.

Additionally, one may hear people singing on Shabbath,

Mo£ei Shabbath (Saturday night) as well as on Friday

afternoon. It goes without saying that this refers to songs of

praise and the like that are appropriate for the occasion.

While there are those who permit listening to Acapella

music during this period, based on what we have stated here

we see that a group of people singing without instruments is

reserved for special occasions. Since there are Posqim

(deciders of Jewish law) who forbid listening to Acapella

music during this time of year, one who wishes to listen to it

should first consult with his/her Rabbi.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim, 551:39. Mishnah Berurah, ibid :16, ¢i£ Eliezer, 15:33, Maamar

Mordekhai [Eliyahu], Hilkhoth ¡aggim 25: 6-7)
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When Can One Say Shehe¥eyanu During the 22 Days?

During the period of distress (the 22 days from the 17th of Tamuz till the 9th of Ab) one should avoid saying
the blessing of Shehe¥eyanu on a new fruit or garment. Ashkenazim are lenient about reciting Shehe¥eyanu on a
fruit on Shabbath, but according to the Ari z"l, one may not eat a new fruit even on Shabbath. The custom of
Sephardim is to avoid reciting Shehe¥eyanu during the entire 22 days, including Shabbath.

In the case of a fruit that will no longer be available after the 9th of Ab, or in a case of a pregnant woman
who craves a certain fruit, the fruit may be eaten and Shehe¥eyanu recited.

If a Pidyon Haben (redemtion of a first born) falls during this period, the Berakha of Shehe¥eyanu is recited
as usual and one should not delay the fulfillment of this precept. Similarly, if a Milah falls during the 22 days,
Sephardim and those Ashkenazim who recite Shehe¥eyanu at a Milah, do so as usual.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh with Rama 551:17. Mishnah Berurah ibid 98. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 204-205. See Maamar Mordekhai [Eliyahu], Hilkhoth ¡aggim
25:21)
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Washing Clothes, Bed Linen and Towels

Washing one's clothes is permitted during the first portion of the 22 days (3 weeks). During the week of

Tish'ah BeAb (Shabuwa' She¥al Bo), it is not permitted, even if they will not be worn till after Tish'ah BeAb.

However, this prohibition does not only apply to the clothes that one wears but also to bed linen and towels

and the like.

Some permit washing clothes for little children till the age of three because they are soiled regularly and

one may not have enough replacements. Those who follow this leniency must be careful not to wash too many

at once and may not do so in public.

Even though, nowadays, washing is generally done in a washing machine and not by hand it is still

forbidden. Ironing previously washed clothes and bed linen is similarly prohibited at this time.

The custom of Ashkenazim is to forbid all the above from Rosh ¡odesh.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh 551:3, with Rama. Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Debarim, Oth 6. Maamar Mordekhai of ¡”R Mordekhai Eliyahu,

 25, Oth 65-67)
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True Modesty and Real Greatness

When one performs a Mi£wah or a good deed, one should be careful not to publicize it. If one does, one
is sending the message, that the purpose in doing this meritorious deed was to be honored by those around
him.

A shining example of a person doing Mi£woth without publicizing them, was ¡akham Shim'on Aghassi,
'a"h, who was one of the Torah giants of Babylon in recent times. He was also a close friend of ¡akham
Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, the Ben Ish ¡ai. When the latter passed away, ¡akham Shim'on was appointed to his
position. Despite his extraordinary spiritual greatness, he was not initially known in the community to be a
Torah scholar. It only became revealed after ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim's passing. 

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, appeared to him in a dream and requested that he would give a Hesped
(eulogy) for him. It was only then, that people realized the level of his Torah learning. Until that time many,
including his neighbors, knew him as a simple merchant and business man, like the rest of his family
members.

After ¡akham Shim'on Aghassi, 'a"h, passed away, even more facts about him came to light. He was a
shining example of how one should do the Mi£woth and follow the path of the Torah in humility. Every thing he
did was in complete modesty, yet no one knew that he epitomized true modesty and real greatness.
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