
Halakha

Do Not Believe Others'

Compliments

It says in Mishlei: `ẍ §i ,Li¤pi ¥r §A mk̈g̈ i ¦d §YÎl ©̀

rẍ ¥n xEq §e 'dÎz ¤̀  Be not wise in your own eyes; fear

the L-rd, and keep away from evil (Proverbs 3:7).

When you succeed in a certain matter,

others compliment you on your

accomplishments. The problem with this is

remembering Who the One was, Who helped

you achieve your success. 

The tendency is to think that it was your

wisdom and to forget about G-d. Therefore, even

if in the eyes of others you are wise, do not be

wise in your own eyes. Even if, before your

achievement, you put your faith in G-d, there is

the danger that after your success you will

believe that it was your own wisdom that helped.

That is why it says Fear the L-rd because

G-d can read your thoughts and might remove

his Hashga¥a (Divine Providence) from you. By

fearing Him, He will not remove His Providence

and you will be able to keep away from evil when

He is there to protect you.

(See Alshikh on Mishlei 3:7)

Parashah

Balaq: Why Is Bi'laam Called 'Men of Blood'?

 mrla l` mik`ln glyie  “He sent messengers to Bil'aam"

(BaMidbar 22:5). It says in Pirqei Aboth (Ethics of the

Fathers), that [the disciples of Bil'aam] werednxne minc iyp` 

"men of blood and deceit" (Aboth 5:26). Rabbenu 'Obadiah

MiBartenura explains that this does not refer to his disciples,

but to Bil'aam himself. So why does it say "men" in the plural

and not "man"?

It explains in Birkath Aboth that Rabbenu the Ari, z"l,

explains that the wicked Bil'aam was a Gilgul (reincarnation)

of Laban. We know that Laban was deceitful from the way he

cheated Ya'aqob Abinu, 'a"h. This carried forward to his new

incarnation of Bil'aam.

Bil'aam was clearly a man of blood, since his counsel was

responsible for the deaths of 24,000 of Israel. Laban was also

a man of blood. It says in the Haggadah (Sei Ulmad) that

Pharaoh only made his decrees about the Jewish males, but

Laban wished to uproot everybody. This is the explanation of

why Bil'aam is called "men of blood and deceit". It is on

account of the "blood" of both Laban and Bil'aam that are

joined together.

(See Birkath Aboth, 5:26)
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Stepping Outside for a Discussion During a Meal Requires Ne¿ilah

Someone who is having a meal with bread and takes his mind off the meal by stepping out and getting

into a protracted discussion with his friend during the meal, must do Ne¿ilath Yadayim (the ritual washing of

hands) again, because he took his mind off continuing the meal. The Berakha (blessing) of 'Al Ne¿ilath

Yadayim, however, should not be repeated.

It appears, however, that if one is holding a piece of bread in his hand, he does not need to do Ne¿ilath

Yadayim again. This is because his mind is on it while he is holding it and he will not take his mind off it, as is

mentioned by Rabbenu the ¡ida, z"l.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh Siman 170, Se'if 1. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid Oth 11, 12 and 13. Mishnah Berurah ibid, 8)
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Can Women Say the Blessings of Barukh She-amar and Yishtabba¥?

The recitation of Pesuqei Dezimra falls into the category of commandments dependent upon time, from

which women are exempt. The question then is, may they recite the blessings of Barukh She-amar and

Yishtabba¥?

Since these are blessings of praise, women are permitted to recite them, even though they are not

obligated. This is so even according to the opinion of Maran, z"l. In addition, they get reward for doing so in

accordance with one who performs a commandment and is not obligated to do so.

In fact, the custom is that women who know how to learn, do pray the entire prayer from the Aqedah till

'Alenu Leshabbeya¥, exactly the same as men.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 70, Oth 1. Ohr Le-¢ion 2, Ch. 5, Oth 3)



Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

True Modesty and Real Greatness

One of the most well known phrases in the Torah is: How goodly are your tents O Jacob, your dwelling

places O Israel (Bamidbar 24:5). This phrase is commonly cited in praise of the modesty of the Children of

Israel, since it reflects the way they camped with the opening of their tents not facing the others' openings.

There are many facets to the quality of modesty. I would like to expound on one, which is not normally

discussed. ¡akham Sasson Mordekhai Moshe, 'a"h, writes in Qol Sasson, that one important area where we

display modesty, is in our service to G-d. 

When one performs a Mi£wah or a good deed, one should be careful not to publicize it. If one does, one

is sending the message, that the purpose in doing this meritorious deed was to be honored by those around

him. One must act modestly, to such an extent, that one must even avoid telling one's friend: "I went to a

wedding to fulfill the commandment of making the bride and groom happy".

(To be continued)
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