
Pesa¥ Sheni

It says in Parashath Beha'alothkha that

those who were unable to bring the Qorban

Pesa¥ (Paschal sacrifice), because they were

¤eme-eh Meth (ritually impure), or were

travelling away from Yerushalayim (Jerusalem)

at the time that the Qorban was required to be

made, could bring it a month later. It was

supposed to be brought on the fourteenth of

Nissan, and those who were unable to do it then

could bring it on the fourteenth of Iyyar.

However, specifically excluded were those who

were in the position of bringing it at the correct

time and didn't bother.

Many of the laws for Pesa¥ Sheni, (the

second Pesa¥, as it is called), and specifically

the Qorban Pesa¥ were very similar on both

occasions. The Qorban Pesa¥, on Pesa¥ Sheni,

also had to be eaten with Ma££ah and Maror,

and several other points were also the same.

However, there was no requirement of not

having ¡a-me£ (leaven).

In commemoration of this, there are

those who eat Ma££ah on Pesa¥ Sheni. The Ben

Ish ¡ai says in Orah ¡ayyim, that the fourteenth

of Iyyar, Pesa¥ Sheni, is a holy day, where we

should somewhat increase our rejoicing.

(See Orah ¡ayyim Haggadah, 'Inyan ¡ol Hamoed, Oth Lamad

Aleph)

Pirqei Aboth 3: How Can Charity Protect

Wealth?

xyrl biq ,zexyrn Tithes are a fence for wealth.

Even though the human mind tells us that a person

who tithes his money is actually bringing poverty upon

himself, because whatever he gives in charity is lost to him,

nevertheless, the opposite is true. We are told that tithing is a

fence for acquiring wealth.

Shelomo Hamelekh (King Solomon), 'a"h,  tells us yi

ax oede - yyexzn ,lk oi`e - xyrzn There is one who claims to be

wealthy, but has nothing. There is one who appears poor yet

has plenty (Mishlei 13:7). There are those who, in the eyes of

others, appear to be becoming wealthy, because they see

that they hold on tightly to their money and do not even give

any to the poor. It appears to them, that such a person must

be becoming richer by the day but, on the contrary, he will in

fact lose what he has because he does not give charity.

On the other hand, there are those who, in the eyes of

others, appear to be losing their money because they give

generously to charitable causes, yet the opposite is true. G-d

is like a shadow on a person's right hand. When a person's

hand is closed, the hand of his shadow is also closed. When

it is open and giving, the shadow does the same. G-d is like a

shadow, and whatever the person's hand does, He does the

same to him.

(See 'A¿ereth Ra¥el [Hakham Yehuda Ftaya, ‘a”h], 3:18)
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When Is Love and Unity Required the Most?

Love and unity are required between the Jewish people at all times. During the days of the 'Omer,

however, we must be extra careful about this and keep away from any quarrel or dispute.

On Rosh ¡odesh (the first day of) Siwan the Children of Israel arrived at Mount Sinai. On that day there

was enormous unity between the Children of Israel, as it says: As one man with one heart. That is why the

Torah states: And Israel encamped [using the word Wayyee¥an in the singular] in front of the mountain.

Some sages are of the opinion that the Children of Israel arrived at Mount Sinai on the second day of

Siwan. In view of this we should be especially particular on these two days about brotherhood and friendship,

more than on any other days of the 'Omer and more than the whole year.

(See Ora¥ ¡ayyim Haggadah, ’Inyan ¡ol Hamo'ed, Oth 29. Maamar Mordekhai [Eliyahu], Hilkhoth ¡aggim, 21:2))



If a Person Survives an Unusual Incident

We mentioned that Gomel is only recited on very specific cases. However, if something that defies

nature takes place, such as if a boulder or roof collapsed on someone, and as a result, that person should have

died, but he survived, he must recite a blessing every time he comes to that place. The blessing is

Barukh...She'asah Li Nes Bammaqom Hazzeh (Who performed a miracle for me in this place).

When we say that he recites the blessing every time he comes to that place, that is only if he has not

seen the place for at least thirty days, not counting the day he last saw it or the day he has visited it again. If,

however, less than thirty days passed since the last time he was there (such as if the place was somewhere he

passes most days on his way to work and so on), then he does not recite the blessing.

If someone had miracles of this nature happen to him at several different locations, he is obligated to

mention all of them whenever he visits any one of the locations. (He says "Who performed for me a miracle in

this place and... [and he names all the other places]). We shall look at the obligation of his heirs on another

occasion.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath 'Eqeb, Oth Yod Aleph)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

What We Can Learn from Water

Fire and water are two powerful entities. They both have a positive side to them and a negative side. We

are all aware of the many positive functions of each of these elements. To mention just a few, fire provides

heat and energy; water is used for drinking, bathing, irrigation and more.

As we are all well aware, they both have a destructive characteristic, when left uncontrolled, as well.

Which of the two is easier to overcome and control? Fire or water? The Ben Ish ¡ai, quoting Ya’arath Debash,

writes that while fire can be put out with water, earth and other elements, water, in its destructive form, cannot

be controlled. Water can destroy cities, change the geographic appearance of nature and has an awesome

power, which is greater than that of fire.

The reason, he explains, is that the natural inclination of fire is to go upward. Water, on the other hand,

always goes to the lowest possible level. The intrinsic quality of each one of these two elements, has a

fundamental implication on its destiny, so to speak. Because fire tends to go upward, it will eventually fall.

Water, on the other hand, draws its strength from its natural tendency to go downward.

(To be continued)

(See Adereth Eliyahu, Parashath Wayyaqhel)
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