
Shemini: a Sign That We Will Be

Redeemed in the Future in Nissan

oŸ x£d«©̀ §l d ½¤WŸn `´ẍẅ Moses summoned Aharon

(Wayyiqra 9:1).

The Acronym of the first letters of the
Hebrew words Qara Moshe LeAharon is the word
Maqqel (rod). Maqqel is the same Gema¿ria as
Nissan (which is 170). Additionally, the last letters
of the names, Abraham, Yi£¥aq (Isaac) and Yisrael

(Jacob) also make the word Maqqel (which in
Gema¿ria equals Nissan).

What is the connection between Maqqel,
the month of Nissan, the names of the Patriarchs
and the acronym of the above-mentioned phrase? 

In the merit of the Patriarchs, our
forefathers were redeemed from Egypt in the
month of Nissan. Our Rabbis of blessed memory
stated that in the month of Nissan we will be
redeemed in the future, to hint that even in the
future redemption the merit of the Patriarchs will
stand us in good stead.

The month of Nissan which, as we
mentioned, is the same Gema¿ria as Maqqel which,
in turn, is the last letter of each of the names
Abraham, Yi£¥aq and Yisrael, comes to teach us
that the merit of our Patriarchs will be a shield for
us from the beginning to the end. Their merit will
be there for us from the redemption from Egypt to
the final redemption, may it come speedily in our
days, Amen.

(See Na¥al Qedumim, Parashath Shemini)

Pirqei Aboth 1: Opening Our Doors to Those

in Need

.jzia ipa miipr eidie .dgexl gezt jzia idi, Let your house

be wide open and let the poor be members of your household.

This instruction comes to teach us that a person

should train himself in the Middah of 'Anawah (trait of

humility). This, in turn, leads a person to develop the

character trait of mercy towards the poor.

There are those who are very wealthy and, without

realizing, become arrogant and look down on others. They

live in large mansions with walls and fences all around them.

The poor person who comes to ask for food or charity, is

embarrassed and is uncertain whether he will be permitted in

or not. Feeling intimidated, he does not knock but returns

home dejected.

We must always remember that we are the

descendants of Abraham Abinu, 'a"h, who, even though he

was the most important man and prince of his generation,

would go out of his home to look for people whom he could

bring inside. Even Iyyob (Job), when he asked why he was

suffering, was told by G-d that even though he fed the

hungry, he sat in his home while the poor came to him,

whereas Abaraham Abinu, 'a"h, actively went in search of

those to help.

We must learn from this how wrong it is to send a

poor person away empty handed, but on the contrary, our

homes must always be open to those who are in need.

(See Darkhei ¡ayyim, Aboth 1:5)
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Counting the 'Omer before 'Arbith

The ideal time to count the 'Omer is after the emergence of three stars, even on Friday night. According

to the Shul¥an 'Arukh this is the appropriate way to perform the counting of the 'Omer.

One may count the 'Omer after the stars come out even if one has not yet prayed 'Arbith. However,

ideally, one should pray 'Arbith first and then count the 'Omer because of the concept of Tadir WeShe-eino

Tadir – something that takes place regularly ('Arbith) takes precedence over something that only comes

occasionally (counting the 'Omer).

(Shul¥an 'Arukh 489:2. Ora¥ ¡ayyim Haggadah, Sefirath Ha'omer 9. Mishnah Berurah ibid, 14. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, 43)



The Final Days of Nissan Contain Their Own Sanctity

We mentioned that the final days of the month of Nissan are considered to be auspicious days because

the majority of the month was spent in Qedusha (holiness).

Additionally, there is an opinion that the final days of Nissan contain their own sanctity.

According to the Ma'aseh Roqeya¥, in the future, the third Beth Hamiqdash (Temple) will be built, not

during the Yom ¤ob (holy days of Passover), but after the holiday of Pesa¥, because if it were built during the

holiday itself, it would be considered mixing one rejoicing with another. Therefore, the dedication of the

Temple, which would take another seven days, would bring us to the end of the month of Nissan.

That is why even the final days of the month are also considered holy, and fasting is not permitted, in

recognition of the third Beth Hamiqdash which will be built in the month of Nissan. May we witness it speedily

in our days, Amen.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 429, Oth, 21)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Heaped or Flat? Part 1

The Talmud Yerushalmi (Pesa¥im) mentions the incident of Ribbi 'Aqiba and his friends, who were
going to collect donations. Upon approaching the house of one of their major donors, 'Ubda, they overheard
his son asking his father what to purchase for him for dinner. 

The father requested him to buy some chicory, but insisted that it should be from the previous day's
produce. When Ribbi 'Aqiba and his friends heard this, they deduced that he was not doing well financially and
decided to leave his house and collect from other people.

When they were done, they stopped back at 'Ubda's house, and he inquired why they did not stop at
his house first, as they had done on previous occasions. They revealed that they overheard his conversation
with his son, to which 'Ubda replied: "You might know what's between my son and myself, however, what is
between my G-d and myself is concealed from you." 

He meant by this, that when it comes to his physical needs he is tight-fisted, but in spiritual matters he
is generous. He advised them to go to his wife and ask her for a bushel of coins.

(To be continued)
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