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Forgetting to Recite the Blessing till
after Drying One's Hands

When washing one's hands (Ne¿ilath
Yadayim) for bread and the like, one should, strictly
speaking, say the Berakha (blessing) before
washing. This is because the normal order is to say
the blessing and then do the action.

We do not do so for various reasons and the
custom has become, as stated by the Rama and also
the Ari z"l, to first wash and then recite the blessing
before drying one's hands. (One must be particular
not to say the blessing while drying one's hands). If
one started drying one's hands and then
remembered to say the blessing while his hands were
still partially wet, he may still say the blessing then.

If, however, one forgot to recite the blessing
till after he dried his hands, there is a difference of
opinion as to whether he is permitted to recite the
blessing or not. As such, as in all cases where there
is a doubt about a blessing, he should not recite the
blessing. Instead, as mentioned in Ben Ish ¡ai, he
should touch a portion of his body which will require
him to do Ne¿ilath Yadayim (such as scratching
one's head, etc.) and then do Ne¿ilah again with a
Berakha (being careful to bless before drying)

Note: there is no issue here of causing an
unnecessary blessing (which is not permitted), since
he did not recite one in the first place.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh 158: 11 with Rama. Ben Ish ¡ai, Parashath

Shemini, Oth 7. Kaf Ha¥ayyim 158, Oth 83 and 85. Ohr Le¢ion

11:4)

Parasha

Shela¥ Lekha: the Entire Land of Canaan
Would Be Given to the Children of Israel
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Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to
the Children of Israel (Bamidbar 13:2).

Rabbenu the Alshikh comments that the phrase
which I am giving to the Children of Israel, seems superfluous.

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, says that G-d knew from the
outset that the spies would sin and, as a result, the Children
of Israel would prolong their stay in the desert by one year for
every day that they spied out the land. Therefore, since they
spied out the land for forty days the Children of Israel spent a
corresponding forty years in the desert.

G-d had already made a decree that Moshe Rabbenu
(Moses), 'a"h, would not enter the Land of Israel, since this
was to be the domain of Yehoshua' (Joshua). Moshe
Rabbenu's death would take place just before the Children of
Israel entered the Land. That is why G-d prolonged the
number of days that the spies spent in the Land of Israel, in
order to lengthen the life of Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h. For this
reason G-d commanded them to spy the entire land of
Canaan and not just part of it.

The reason why it mentions which I am giving to the
Children of Israel, is because the word which, refers to the
land of Canaan, to make it clear that it is the entire land that
G-d is giving them and not just portions.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath Shela¥ Lekha)

For the ‘Ilui Neshamah of
Rabbanith Ruth Menashe, ’a”h.
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Repenting Before Rosh ¡odesh
 It used to be that people would fast before Rosh ¡odesh (the new month). Nowadays, people find fasting

much harder, so it is not that common.

Nevertheless, even if one does not fast, one should still make Teshubah (repentance) on the last day of
the month before Rosh ¡odesh and closely examine one's deeds. One should try to rectify all the wrongs that
one committed that month, because it is the last day of the month, in the same way that the day before Rosh
Hashanah, which is the last day of the year, is also a private fast day which is accompanied by repentance. The
last day of the month, therefore, is also time for atonement.

There are those who do Tiqqun Kareth (stay up all night reading appropriate readings, such as
Mishmereth Ha¥odesh by the Ben Ish ¡ai), while others do so only till midnight. Each one according to his
ability. This is a fine custom if one is able to do it.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 417, Oth 25, 26)

Providing a Discount If a Loan Is Repaid Earlier

When someone lends another person money for a length of time, is he permitted to accept a lesser sum,
provided that it is paid to him earlier, or is this in some way prohibited because of Ribbeeth (interest)?

In a case where Reuben lends Shimon, let’s say, a hundred dollars, and they agree that the loan will be
repaid in three months, Reuben can go to Shimon and  say, "I will forgive three dollars of the debt, provided you
pay me the other ninety seven right now and not wait until the end of the period that we agreed upon. Then we'll
be quits, meaning you won't owe me anymore money".

This is permitted and there is no Issur whatsoever.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Beh, Parashath Waeth-¥annan, Oth Kaf)

 Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ’a”h

Accepting with a Joyous Heart
¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, in ¡asdei Aboth, quotes the Gemara which recounts, that Hillel Hazaqen

was walking down the road, when he heard a loud scream. Upon hearing it he stated: "I am certain that the
scream did not come from my home". The Ben Ish ¡ai quotes the commentary of Ribbi Almoshnino, who
questions whether this remark of Hillel's contained a hint of arrogance, which would be surprising because Hillel
was known for his extreme humility.

Ribbi Almoshnino explains that, on the contrary, Hillel Hazaqen's reaction reinforces his immense
humility. Any time Hillel was confronted by pain or suffering, he would decide that they came as an atonement
for a transgression. This was a reason for him to be happy and not display any emotions of sadness. This was
also the way he brought up his household. He taught them to accept everything that happens to them with a
joyous heart. Now we can understand why he was so sure that the loud scream did not emanate from his home.

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, makes the following comments. Any suffering in this world, whether in
financial, health, or other matters, should not cause us to feel angry, resentful or despondent. On the contrary,
they should elicit feelings of appreciation and happiness. Any form of suffering is, as Hillel stated, atonement for
our transgressions in this world. That means, that all the reward and blessing that we will receive has been set
aside for us in the world to come.

I pray that we will never face difficult challenges, but may we meet the challenges which do come our way
with the words of Hillel Hazaqen in mind.
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