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Parasha

The Reading on Parashath Parah
The Shabbath prior to the last Shabbath of

the month of Adar is Shabbath Parah, (but it can
also fall on the last Shabbath in Adar in the case
where the next Shabbath is Rosh ¡odesh). There
is an opinion that like Shabbath Zakhor, the
reading of Shabbath Parah is also mandated by
the Torah.

In view of this opinion one should apply the
same rules to the reading of the portion of Parah
as we do to the reading of Zakhor. Specifically, the
¡azzan should read it loudly and clearly for all to
hear.

The reading of Parashath Parah is done
from a second Sefer Torah (Torah scroll).
Whenever there are two Sifrei Torah and the Maf¿ir
is read from the second, seven men go up to the
first Torah for the usual Shabbath reading and the
Maf¿ir is read from the second one. Ashkenazim
recite only one half Qaddish after the reading, and
it is recited after the regular Shabbath reading is
completed. Sephardim read two – one half
Qaddish after the completion of the regular
reading and a second one after the reading of the
Maf¿ir.

(See Maamar Mordekhai [Eliyahu], Hilkhoth ¡aggim 62:10,13)

Halakha

Responding to the Repetition of the 'Amidah
During the ¡azarah (repetition) of the 'Amidah we

have to pay attention to the Berakhoth (blessings) that are
being recited. It goes without saying that we should not get
into discussions with the person next to us.

Every time G-d's name is mentioned in the
Berakhoth, we must answer Barukh Hu, Ubarukh Shemo, and
at the end of each Berakha, we must answer, Amen.

The word Amen essentially has two different
meanings. If it is said after a blessing that is praise of
Haqqadosh Barukh Hu, The Holy One Blessed Be He, then
its meaning is Emeth (truth). If it comes after a request, then
the meaning is Ken Yehee Ra£on (may it be so).

Therefore the Amen after the first three Berakhoth of
the 'Amidah mean Emeth (truth). (Though there is an
opinion that the first two Berakhoth of the 'Amidah, that of
Maghen Abraham and Me¥ayyei Hammethim, have both
meanings, that of Emeth and Ken Yehee Ra£on and that only
the Amen after HaE-l Haqqadosh means Emeth alone.)

When we answer Amen to the rest of the Berakhoth of
the 'Amidah, however, which are a combination of praise
and a request, the Amen has both the meanings that we just
mentioned, that of Emeth (truth), and Ken Yehee Ra£on
(May it be so).

Clearly it would be appropriate for everyone to have
these meanings in mind when answering Amen.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Terumah, Oth Yod Aleph)

For the ‘Ilui Neshamah of
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Search for Leaven (Bediqath ¡a-me£) the Night Before Pesa¥
On the eve of the 14th of Nissan, the night before Pesa¥ (Passover) we do the search for the leaven (Bediqath

¡a-me£). By this time the house should already be cleaned for Pesa¥ with just the ¡a-me£ (leaven) that you will need for that
night and the morning, set aside.

The Bediqah (search) should be done by the light of a candle with one wick. The Ashkenazi custom is to take along a
feather, a wooden spoon and a paper bag. The Sephardi custom is to take a knife with which all the cracks and crevices
should be thoroughly checked, and a plate that has in it a piece of bread and some salt. One reason for this is that salt is
known to be a deterrent for the Sa¿an who is very jealous of the Bediqath ¡a-me£.

There are those who have the custom of hiding ten pieces of bread around the home, before the Bediqah is begun, so
that the one who is doing the searching will be able to find them and burn them in the morning.

The pieces of bread should be wrapped in paper so that no crumbs will fall around the house, but should not be
wrapped in aluminum foil since the pieces of bread will not burn during the Bi'ur (burning). It is important to ensure that the
search is done thoroughly, as opposed to just making a cursory examination of the home.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath ¢aw, Othioth Aleph, Beh, Waw)

What Places must Be Included in the Bediqah (Search for Leaven)?
Any place where ¡ame£ (leaven) was known to have been taken, must be checked. Not only that, but any place

where there is reason to believe that ¡ame£ (leaven) might have been taken, must also be included in the Bediqah
(search).

All the rooms of one's house, therefore, including the attic, must be checked since, occasionally, people enter
them with a piece of bread in their hands. Also included are storerooms where wines and other beverages are stored,
because it is not uncommon for people to go there during their meal to get a drink. However, if it is known that no one
enters these storerooms during their meal (or at any time) with bread or other leaven in their hands, they do not require
checking. It also goes without saying that if there are children in the house, all areas to which they have access,
require checking.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh, 433: 3. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 22-30, 35. M.B. ibid, 13-17.)

 Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h
The Pesa¥ Challenge

The holy books mention that the preparations for Pesa¥ should start thirty days before the holiday.
¡akham Sasson Mordekhai Moshe writes that when Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, informs Bene Yisrael about Pesa¥
Sheni, he announced it thirty days before the holiday. Even though Pesa¥ Sheni did not require the process of
cleaning the house of ¡ame£, still preparation for thirty days was required. How much more so Pesa¥ itself!

The thirty day period prior to Passover is considered to fall into the category of 'Ereb Pesa¥ – the eve of
Passover. That is why it is important to be actively involved in getting ready for this awesome holiday. In fact,
part of the preparation is to review and study the laws concerning the holiday.

My dear friends, Pesa¥ is a holiday which sometimes women view with some trepidation. As women, and
mothers, we must always remember that it is our responsibility to ensure that our family feels excited during the
period of time leading to Passover. Organization and priorities are some of the main essentials and ingredients
necessary in avoiding tension and confusion. Starting the preparations early, especially the cleaning process, will
ensure a smooth and pleasant experience and a thorough job.

Please set deadlines for yourself in regards to cleaning different rooms and parts of your home. Decide by
which day the entire house should be completed and when you can begin cleaning the kitchen.

Please remind yourself constantly that Pesa¥ is about cleaning ¡ame£. "Spring cleaning" is not required.
Additionally, dust is not ¡ame£. Let us not get carried away, but rather, focus on our goal. We must do what is
necessary based on the guidelines of the Halakha, yet, within a happy home and relaxed environment. It is in our
hands.
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