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Halakha

Immersing One's Hands for Bread If
No Vessel Is Available

When eating bread, if one is unable to do
Ne¿ilath Yadayim (the ritual washing of hands)
from a Keli (vessel), one can immerse one's hands
in an appropriate body of water (such as the sea
or certain rivers [a Rabbi should be consulted for
specifics as to which bodies of water are
acceptable]), or a Miqweh (ritual bath) that is
Kasher for women to immerse themselves in.

Both hands must be fully submerged at the
same time and the Berakha (blessing) of 'Al
Ne¿ilath Yadayim is recited. Strictly speaking one
need only immerse one's hands once and they do
not need to be dried.

According to the Sod (Qabbalah),
however, even when immersing one's hands, they
must be immersed three times, rubbed together
three times and then raised when saying the
Berakha. They should also be dried for reasons of
cleanliness.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Tazria' ¤aharoth, Oth 12. Kaf
Ha¥ayyim 162, Oth 1)
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Parashah

Ki Thissa: Why Were Mirrors Used for the
Kiyyor (Laver)?
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We'Aseetha Kiyyor Ne¥osheth We-khanno Ne¥osheth Lero¥£a,
(You shall make a copper laver with a copper base for
washing). One of the explanations as to why the Kiyyor was
made out of mirrors is to provide a hint to a person who
wishes to serve the Creator. First the person must wash off all
the dirt of the sins that he has committed, and then approach
G-d to serve him. That is why it says in Tehillim, Sur Mera'
Wa'aseh ¤ob (Distance yourself from that which is wicked, and
do good). It must be done in that order.

The problem that we have is our Ye£er Hara' (evil
inclination), which makes it very difficult for us to separate
from our sins by making them seem so attractive. So what a
person should do is to recognize that all the pleasures that one
gets from the sins are fleeting in nature and do not last. Just
as when a person looks at his reflection in a mirror, even
though, what he sees seems to be real, we know that as soon
as the person moves away the reflection is gone. So too, the
pleasures that are obtained through sinning are fleeting and
soon disappear.

So just as the Kohaneem (Priests) before performing
the 'Abodah (service) in the Beth Hammiqdash (Temple) had
to wash using the laver, which was the hint to them that the
forbidden pleasures in this world are just Hebel Habalim
(emptiness – which does not last), so too, when we desire to
come closer to G-d we must first cleanse ourselves and
recognize the futility of sin, which in turn should help us
overcome the advice of the Ye£er Hara'.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath Ki Thissa)

For the ‘Ilui Neshamah of
Rabbanith Ruth Menashe, ‘a”h.
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Eight Positive Commandments Connected with Tefillin
Razal said (Menahoth 44a) that one who does not wear Tefillin transgresses eight positive

commandments every day. This is because there are four Parashioth each in the Tefillin of the arm and of the
head, and each one is a positive commandment, making a total of eight.

On the other hand, one who wears them every day fulfills eight positive commandments. Additionally,
one who is particular about wearing Tefillin will have the scales tipped in his favor on the judgement day, but one
who was not will find the scales tipped against him, Heaven forbid. Rabbenu ¡ayyim Wi¿¿al, 'a"h, cautions about
the severity of not fulfilling the commandment of Tefillin.

As such, it behooves every man to be particular about this important commandment and he will, as a
result, merit to receive all the good of this world and of the world to come.

(See Qi£ur Shul¥an 'Arukh, ¡"R Rafael Barukh Toledano, 32, Oth 3)

Accepting a Ride Before Shabbath When the Driver Won't Have Enough Time to
Return Home.

Is one permitted to travel before Shabbath in a car that is driven by a Jew, when one knows that the one
who is driving will not have sufficient time to return to his own home before the onset of Shabbath?

It says in Ohr Le-¢ion, that one is not permitted to ride on 'Ereb Shabbath (Friday) in a vehicle if he has a
suspicion that the driver would transgress Shabbath, when he knows that the driver intends to return to his own
home and there is obviously insufficient time to arrive there before Shabbath starts.

Obviously by having this person drive him, he will cause him to transgress Shabbath and it is a case of
not placing a stumbling block before a blind person.

(See Ohr Le-¢ion 2, 16:7)

 Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h
The Wisdom of Women Builds Her Home

The art of weaving is traditionally the specialty of women. In fact, the women were the ones who were engaged
in the task of spinning and weaving the wool required for the Mishkan.

One of the main reasons of giving the commandment of building the Tabernacle, a dwelling place for the
Divine Presence, was to give the opportunity of a Tiqqun (rectification), for the sin of the golden calf  to the Children
of Israel. Let us ask ourselves, who were the ones who sinned? Who rushed to take off their gold jewelry to make the
golden calf? The men. While the women refused to remove their jewelry, the men readily removed their gold.

This is precisely the reason why the men had to donate to the Mishkan and be actively involved in the building
of the Mishkan and its contents. However, when it came to the act of weaving the material for the Mishkan, it was now
the women's responsibility.

What did they do in their deep wisdom? They wove the goats' wool while it was still attached to the goats.
Upon completion, they brought the goats to their husbands to cut off their finished work. By doing this, they gave
their husbands the opportunity to complete the job. We have a concept, that he who completes a Mi£wah gets the
reward for it. Knowing that their husbands were the ones who required the Mi£wah, they did all the work, but left the
final stage for their husbands.

What a wise and noble act!

Let us internalize this profound lesson. Much stems from the women - much can depend on us. We have the
power to change many situations for the better. As King Solomon, the wisest man of all said, Hakhmoth Nasheem
Bantha Bethah, the wisdom of women builds her home.
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