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Parashah

Wa-era: Why Did G-d Punish the
Egyptians If He Hardened Pharaoh's
Heart?

It says in Parashath Wa-era: á ¥lÎz ¤̀  d ¤W §w ©̀  i¬¦p£̀ «©e

d ®r §x ©R Wa-ani Aqshei Eth Leb Par'oh (and I will
harden Pharaoh's heart [Shemoth 7:3]). Many
people ask if G-d was the One who hardened
Pharaoh's heart, why did He bring so many
plagues upon him if it wasn't his fault? We know
that G-d is righteous and will not do any injustice.

One of the explanations is given by
Rabbenu Ba¥ya who states that Pharaoh was
already wicked and a sinner. For instance, when
he saw that the Children of Israel were multiplying
so rapidly, he gave the order to have the newborn
boys killed. Since he was wicked and this
wickedness was his own doing (as was the case
with his people), it was appropriate that the right to
repent not be given him. That is why the Holy One
Blessed Be He put it into his heart not to allow
them to leave, because had the Egyptians
repented, G-d would not have been able to punish
them.

(See Rabbenu Ba¥ya, Parashath Wa-era)

Halakha

Both Men and Women Should Say Gomel,
and Some Requirements

Both men and women are obligated to recite the
Berakha (blessing) of Gomel in the four specific instances
when it is recited. These are

when a person was ill in bed for three days or more and
then recovered

was released from prison

traveled across the sea, or

traveled across the desert.

You should consult with a Rabbi before reciting the
blessing because, very often, people recite the Berakha
unnecessarily. This, of course, involves mentioning G-d's
name in vain.

In order to recite this blessing there must be a Minyan
(quorum of ten males) present. Ideally, there should be twelve
people, of whom two should be Rabbis or Torah scholars,
whenever this is possible. The person reciting the blessing
should stand while the others should be seated.

Women, as we mentioned, are obligated to recite
Birkath Haggomel (the blessing of Gomel) which is in place of
the Thanksgiving offering in the Beth Hammiqdash (Temple).
A woman should also recite this blessing in the presence of
ten men. However, if she would be embarrassed to do so,
then she need not say it in front of ten men, but should then
recite the Berakha without Shem Umalkhuth (without
mentioning G-d's name in the blessing).
(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath 'Eqeb, Othioth Aleph, Beh and Heh)
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For the ‘Ilui Neshamah of
Rabbanith Ruth Menashe, ‘a”h.
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Saying Ashrei with the Appropriate Concentration
The more familiar one is with a prayer, the greater the danger that one will say it without the proper

concentration. One such prayer is the Ashrei.

One must be careful to say the Pasuq (verse) of Potheya¥ Eth Yadekha (You open Your hand) with
concentration. If one did not concentrate when saying it, it must be repeated. One must also have the
appropriate intent when saying Tehillah LeDawid. Ribbi El'azar states that one who says Tehillah LeDawid every
day is assured a portion in the world to come.

And what is the essential aspect of the intent that one must have? One must understand the meaning of
the words that Haqqadosh Barukh Hu (the Holy One Blessed be He) watches over all His creatures and provides
their livelihood.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 51: 7. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 31 & 34)

When Not to Say a Blessing on Water
Ordinarily, one drinks water to quench one's thirst. In such a case, we must recite the blessing of Shehakkol

before drinking the water (and Borei Nefashoth after it assuming the minimum quantity was drunk).

Sometimes, however, a person drinks water, not because he is thirsty, but rather to clear his throat of a
chicken bone or the like which got stuck, or to wash down pills that one needs to take. In such a case, since the
drinking of the water is not for pleasure, no blessing is recited either before or after.

This only applies to water though. therefore, if a person drinks some other type of drink to dislodge the bone,
or wash down the pills, a blessing must be recited, because it is considered that a person gets pleasure from drinking
other types of liquid, irrespective of what the reason for drinking it was.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Ma¿¿oth, Oth Yod Beh)

 Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h
To Be like a Vine

The month of Sheba¿ is associated with water and growth. The seven species associated with the Land of
Israel are an essential part of this month as well. All seven are special in their qualities and each one represents a
deeper meaning. Let us try to explore one of them: Gefen (vine). What are some of the unique attributes of the
vine?

The fact that grapes, the fruit of the vine, can be consumed in their entirety, and have neither a peel nor a
pit gives this fruit special importance. In adddition, this is the only fruit that has its own individual blessing: Bore
Peri Haggefen. However, outwardly, the vine is the least impressive tree of all: a low tree with thin branches.

¡akham Sasson Mordekhai Moshe, 'a"h, explains that the tree is likened to the physical body of a person.
When a person does not chase after the physical pleasures of the world, but rather focuses on the spiritual
aspect, he/she produces delicious fruit, (the performance of the Torah commandments). Then he is similar to a
magnificent vine tree bearing sweet grapes. However, when we accentuate the physical, pursuing our bodily
desires, then our fruit, our spiritual product is limited.

We, the Jewish people, are likened to the Gefen the vine. We must not lose focus, but must remember
who we are. Though external beauty is important, it is secondary. Spiritual growth should be placed at the top of
our priorities. May the Al-mighty grant us the clarity to make the right choices and may we, our children and all
future generations, merit to flourish like a fruitful and gracious vine.
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