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Halakha

Swallowing Seemingly Unimportant
Letters in the 'Amidah

Continuing with the Kawwanoth (intentions)
of the 'Amidah, there appear to be several letters in
the 'Amidah which are not that important.

For instance, in the first Berakha (blessing)
we have the letter Waw (the word "and") which is
attached to W"Eloh-ei Ya'aqob (And the G-d of
Jacob). Similarly, we have the the letter Heh (for the
word "the") which has been added on to the words
Ha"E-l, Ha"ggibbor, WeHa"nnora ("The" G-d, "The"
Powerful "And The" Awesome) The latter has both a
Waw and a Heh preceeding it. We could be forgiven
for thinking that the 'Amidah would work just fine
without those letters.

        In Ben Ish ¡ai it says, you must know that each
and every one of these letters has a profound secret
and intent attached to it. The person who is praying
must say each letter correctly without swallowing any
one of them. Sometimes when a person is in a hurry,
letters such as these get thrown by the wayside. That
is why he says that each letter must be pronounced
correctly, because we do not know the depth and the
secret of each letter that we say in the Tefillah
(prayer).  ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, adds that if
someone wishes to go to great depths in
understanding these, he should look at the words of
the Ari z"l and the Siddur of the Rashash z"l.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Beshalla¥, Oth Zahn)

Parashah

Way¥i: Hoping for Salvation above and
Beyond the Course of Nature

In his blessing to his son Dan, Ya'aqob Abinu (our
father Jacob) 'a"h says: 'd  i ¦zi¬¦E ¦w L §z«r̈EWi«¦l: Lishu'athkha
Qiwithi H' (for Your salvation have I hoped, O G-d
[Bereshith 49:18]).

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, says that there are
two different types of salvation, natural and miraculous. As
long as the average person can be saved from his trials and
tribulations in a natural way, G-d will not perform miracles
for him. However, that is not the case for the righteous.
They receive both kinds of salvation.

Someone who is going through a difficult period and
hopes for salvation in a natural way, does not receive any
reward or praise for his hopes. This is because it is the
ordinary course of nature for circumstances to change and
is not something extraordinary. If, on the other hand, he
hopes for salvation in a way that is beyond the norms of
nature, it is considered praiseworthy. This is because it
shows that he has the important requirement of Emunah
(faith), because he fully believes in G-d's ability to do that
which is above nature.

As the prophet Habbaquq stated, "The righteous
one shall live by his faith". So when it says For Your
Salvation have I hoped O L-rd, it means that I did not hope
for the natural occurence which the Holy Name Elokim
symbolizes, but rather, I hoped for the miraculous salvation
which is connected with the Holy name Hashem, which is
the one used in this Pasuq.

(See Sefer Benayahu on the Torah, Parashath Way¥i, Habbaquq 2: 4)

For the ‘Ilui Neshamah of
Rabbanith Ruth Menashe, ‘a”h.
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Saying Birkath Hammazon for One Who Does Not Understand
If two people ate a meal with bread together, it is preferable for each man to make his own Birkath

Hammazon (Grace after meals). If one of them is not able to read the Birkath Hammazon, the other can read it
and have the one who is unable to read fulfil his obligation through his reading.

This assumes that the one who is unable to read, nevertheless understands the Holy Tongue and listens
word by word to what is being read. The one who is reading must have in mind that he is saying it on behalf of the
other person also. But if the one who is listening does not understand what is being said, he does not fulfil his
obligation.

The one who is reading Birkath Hammazon, however, fulfills his obligation even if he does not understand
what he is saying.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh, 193: 1 with Rama. Kaf Ha¥ayyim, 193: 4)

Why Do We Have to Recite Gomel?
We mentioned previously that the Sages of the Anshei Keneseth Haggedolah instituted a Birkath Hoda-ah

(blessing of thanksgiving) for four categories of people. One who was ill in bed for three days and was cured, one who
was imprisoned and released, one who traveled by sea and one who traveled over the desert and reached his
destination.

The reason for reciting a blessing is that people tend to forget that they were saved from the dangers inherent
in these four cases, because of Divine Intervention, but they explain it as being the normal course of nature. Since, in
a person's mind, it is normal to arrive safely at your destination after a long journey, or to be released from prison after
being incarcerated, or to recover after an illness, we forget that G-d is the One who is overseeing everything. Reciting
the blessing is a reminder to us.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath 'Eqeb, Haqdamah and Oth Aleph)

 Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h
We Should Not Let Our Hair Stand on End

Shabbath is a sign between G-d and the Jewish people (Shemoth 31:17). ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h,
writes that we, the Jewish people, must be particular about the sanctity of Shabbath. Special care must be taken
to observe this holy day, since it is a unique and precious present which was given only to the Jewish people. In
fact, other nations are not permitted to observe the Shabbath. It is such an exceptional gift that it has no
equivalence among the other commandments in the Torah.

Rabbenu the ¡id”a, 'a"h, adds that if we would think about the Shabbath as a special sign given to us by
the King of all kings, would our hair not stand on end if, Heaven forbid, we would transgress this glorious day?

The Midrash Qoheleth Rabba brings a discussion between Adrianus (Hadrian), the Roman Caesar, and
Ribbi Yehoshua' Ben Hananya. Adrianus claimed that he was greater than Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h. To this Ribbi
Yehoshua' replied: "Can you instruct the people in your city to refrain from lighting a fire for three days?" The
Caesar replied that this was something trivial.  Ribbi Yehoshua' could ask him for something much more
challenging and he would be able to do it. Ribbi Yehoshua' responded that it was not necessary to make a
decree that would be too difficult for the people, and indicated to the Caesar that this would be sufficient.

Adrianus gave the command that no fire should be lit for the next three days. Anyone who violated it
would be killed. That evening both Ribbi Yehoshua' and Adrianus went up to the roof of the palace and they
spotted smoke coming out of the chimney of one of the distant houses. Ribbi Yehoshua' commented that now
the difference between Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, and the Caesar was rather obvious. Moshe Rabbenu instructed the
Jewish people, hundreds of years ago, not to light a fire on Shabbath, and his decree still is in effect. The Caesar
admitted that he was mistaken for thinking that he was greater than Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h.

We should all take this story to heart and tenaciously hold on to this precious gift that G-d has given us:
the holy Shabbath.
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