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Halakha

Why Everyone Faces the Same Way
in Prayer

The prayers of the 'Amidah are in place of
the Qorbanoth (sacrifices). If someone is outside
the Land of Israel, he must face the Land of Israel.
So in different parts of the world, people face in
different directions. The whole object is to face the
Land of Israel.

During the 'Amidah one should have in
mind Yerushalayim, the Beth Hammiqdash (the
Temple), and the Qodesh Haqqodashim (the Holy
of Holies). If someone prays in Yerushalayim, he
should face the Beth Hammiqdash and the
Qodesh Haqqodashim. In other words he has to
face the Temple.

This way all the Jewish people are facing
towards the same place. Wherever we are in the
world, we are all facing the Beth Hammiqdash.

As we said, the prayer is in place of the
Qorbanoth (sacrifices). The Qodesh Haqqodashim
(Holy of Holies) is the gateway to Shamayim
(Heaven). So, just as the Qorbanoth are sent to
Heaven from there, so too, all the prayers of all the
Jewish people come together to that place and go
up to Heaven.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Yithro, Oth Aleph)

Parashah

Toldoth: Why Did Isaac Want to Bless
Esau?

Yi£¥aq Abinu (Isaac) 'a"h, asks 'Esaw (Esau) to
bring him delicacies, and says:

i ¦W §t©p  ¬L §k ¤x«ä §Y xE ²a£r«©A Ba'abur Tebarekhekha Nafshi (so that my

soul will bless you).

People often question what Yi£¥aq Abinu's (Isaac's)
intention was when he blessed Esau. Didn't he know who
Esau really was? Did Esau really manage to fool him? Why
else would Yi£¥aq Abinu, 'a"h, wish to bless him?

According to Rabbenu ¡ayyim Wi¿¿al, z"l, his
intention in blessing Esau was to correct his ways and to
bring him into the path of holiness, and to bestow blessings
upon him so that he would become a G-d fearing individual
and do Teshubah (repentance).

Rabbenu ¡ayyim Wi¿¿al, z"l, adds that G-d's will,
however, was that only Ya'aqob Abinu (Jacob) would be
blessed and that Esau would remain the way he was. That
is why Ya'aqob Abinu, 'a"h, was the one to receive the
blessings.

(See Midbar Qadmuth, Yi£¥aq)
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Praying Min¥a Without a Repetition

¡akhamenu z"l (our Rabbis of blessed memory) said that a man must be very particular about the Min¥a
prayer in all its aspects, because it is a time of Din (judgement). It should be noted that the first prayer that was
ever prayed was the Min¥a prayer by Adam Harishon (Adam).

Rabbenu the Ari, z"l, was very particular to never pray Min¥a without a ¡azarah (repetition), first quietly
(the La¥ash) and then repeated loudly, as is done during Sha¥rith. (It goes without saying that this requires a
Minyan). He would do so even if it was quite close to sunset. Even on Friday evening before sunset, he would
pray it first silently and then again repeat it out loud.

(See Moreh Be'e£ba' 3, Oth 128. Kaf Ha¥ayyim 232, Oth 9)

How Close must We Be to the Habdalah Candle?
How close does one have to be to the candle when making the blessing of Borei Meorei Ha-esh for

Habdalah?

A question is asked in Torah Lishmah, whether it is sufficient to stand a little distance away, provided
there is still enough light emanating from the candle to be able to differentiate between two different coins (as
mentioned in the Shul¥an 'Arukh), or whether it is preferable to be very close to the flame.

The answer, based on the Talmud Yerushalmi, is that even though it is permitted to be some distance
away from the light, provided the light reaches him, it is nevertheless preferable to come close to the flame and
recite the blessing where there is an abundance of light.

(See Torah Lishmah, Orah ¡ayyim, Qof Aleph)

 Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h
Nine Measures of Speech

Somehow, when women and speech are mentioned, many people associate these words with a wide selection of
jokes. Our Rabbis of blessed memory stated, that ten measures of speech came down to the world and women took
nine of them. It is in women's nature, in general, to feel the need to talk and express their thoughts and feelings. Speech
is a powerful medium, which can build and create, console and soothe, yet can hurt, destroy and cause much pain.

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, in his famous work, "Laws for Women", compares speech to salt: a small
amount improves the food, however, excessive amounts will spoil it. He says that if we carefully examine the way the
Creator made us, it will give us an insight into how we should act. We each have two ears and one mouth, from which
we derive that we should listen more than we should talk. To remind us of this, we should remember that the English
words silent and listen contain the same letters. In order to really listen, we must be silent.

In 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth, there is a parable about a merchant who left his home where he kept his
merchandise, and went to the Beth Midrash (study hall). While he was there, another merchant who came from
overseas, stopped by his house to purchase merchandise from him. When his wife told him that her husband was in the
Beth Midrash, not wishing to wait, he went to another supplier. When the husband returned home and found out that he
had lost important business, he instructed his wife that the next time this should occur, she should call him immediately
from the Beth Midrash.     Some time later, a creditor knocked on his door to collect monies that he was owed. The
wife, following her husband's instructions to the letter, sent her servant running to fetch her husband. When her husband
rushed home, in anticipation of a major business deal, he was shocked to find the creditor waiting for him. He scolded
his wife for not acting when she should have, and for acting when she should not have.

My dear friends, we need to develop our insight and know when the appropriate course of action is to speak, and
when it is a time to be silent. Not all situations are the same. The brain is situated above the mouth, as a reminder that
our words should follow our thought and not the reverse. Let us use the art of speech wisely, to build, create and
console.
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