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Halakha

Milah and Pidyon on the Same Day.
Which Takes Precedence?

A Milah (circumcision) is normally held on
the eighth day, unless the child is not well enough.
A Pidyon Habben (redemption of the first born) is
done on the thirty first day. If the child was not
well enough for the Milah at the correct time, and
the first opportunity to perform it is on the thirty
first day, which one should be done first? Should
we do the Milah, because it is ordinarily done
before the Pidyon? Or should we do the Pidyon
first because this is the correct day for it?

It says in Yede ¡ayyim and Torah Lishmah,
based on the Gemara of Pesa¥im about Birkath
Hammazon, that the Milah should be done first
because that is the normal order.

An additional reason is that we have a
concept that something that comes regularly
(Tadir), takes precedence over something that
comes occasionally (Eino Tadir). A Milah must be
performed on all baby boys. A Pidyon is far less
common since in order to have a Pidyon, the boy
must be a first-born with no miscarriages before
his birth, it must have been a natural delivery and
neither parent may be a Kohen or Lewi (Cohen or
Levite).    As such, a Pidyon is far less common
than a Milah and the Milah takes precedence.

(See Yede ¡ayyim, Section Torah Lishmah, She-elah Meem Zahn,
and Torah Lishmah, Yoreh De’ah, 246)

Parashah

¡ayye Sarah: Why Does it Say Wayyelekh
(And He Went) Twice?

It says in the Parasha of ¡ayye Sarah:
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Wayyyiqqa¥ Ha'Ebed 'Asarah Gemalim (and the servant
took 10 camels of his master's), and then it uses the word
Wayyelekh (and he went), twice. Once to say he went with
all the good that his master sent, and again to say that he
arose and went to Aram Naharayim.

 In 'Od Yoseph ¡ai the question is asked: what is
the necessity to say Wayyelekh (and he went), twice? He
answers that, in fact, there were two "goings". One which
was natural and the other which was miraculous.

The first was when he went from his master's house.
He went in an uneventful way just as any one else would
go. The second one, however, was where he had Qefi£ath
Hadderekh (the distance he had to travel contracted for
him). We know this was so because it is not possible for a
miracle like this to take place in public where everybody
could see. So when he left the house, the distance he had
to travel was normal, but when he was out of the town and
there was no one else around, that is when the miracle of
the Qefi£ath Hadderekh (contraction of the distance) took
place. From this we understand why this one Pasuq
(sentence in the Torah) mentions the word Wayyelekh (and
he went) twice.

(See  Od Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath ¡ayye Sarah)

For the ‘Ilui Neshamah of
Rabbanith Ruth Menashe, ‘a”h.
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Answering What Torah We Learned on Shabbath
The entire week, a person is preoccupied with the daily concerns of making a living and all the other

preoccupations of the week. Nevertheless, one must set aside time to study the Torah every day. But if one was
unable to study during the week then, at the very least, on Shabbath one must make the effort to study Torah
and not spend the entire day simply eating, drinking and sleeping. Our Rabbis of blessed memory tell us that
Shabbath and Yom ¤ob (Holy days) were only given to us in order to study Torah and one who does not waste
time has time for everything.

The importance of learning ¡iddushei Torah (new Torah insights) on Shabbath is great. It says in the holy
Zohar that on Mo£ei Shabbath (when Shabbath finishes) the Neshamah Yethera (additional soul that we receive
on Shabbath) returns to Heaven. The Holy One Blessed Be He asks it: "What ¡iddush Torah did you learn
today?" After which the soul is seated in the Yeshibah on high.

(See 'Abodath Haqqodesh - Morei Be'e£ba' 153. Kaf Ha¥ayyim 300, Oth 13.)

Answering Prayers While Reciting Yishtabba¥
The praises that are recited in the blessing of Yishtabba¥ are very great. There are those that say that it

was instituted by Abraham Abinu 'a"h. Others say, that the praises were instituted by Shelomo HaMelekh 'a"h
(King Solomon), but the blessing itself was by Abraham Abinu 'a"h.     If while reciting these praises one hears
Qaddish or Qedusha, one should answer them the way one would answer them in the Barukh She-amar. (See
"Interrupting Barukh She-amar to answer other prayers"). However, one should avoid getting into the situation of
having to respond to the Qaddish and Qedusha and other portions of the prayer that you would have to answer,
in the middle of Yishtabba¥. Therefore, if one sees that the ¡azzan is about to get to that point, he should wait
before starting Yishtabba¥, and in a case where the Qaddish, Qedusha, and so on catches a person off guard,
then, he should answer them and repeat the praises of Yishtabba¥ from Ki Lekha Na-eh. This is so that the
thirteen praises should all be said without any interruption.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Wayigash, Oth ¤eth Waw)

 Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h
Women and the Gift of Rosh ¡odesh

Rosh ¡odesh, the first day of the month, is considered to be a special day for women. The festive meaning
of this day is, in fact, of even greater importance for women than it is for men.

The reason for this can be found in an event in the history of our nation, over three thousand years ago: the
sin of the golden calf. The men demanded that the women remove their gold jewelry for the creation of the golden
calf. The women refused saying: "You want to build a statue, which is powerless and devoid of the ability to save
us!" The men, however, volunteered their gold, thereby losing the privilege to benefit from twelve holidays (for
each of the twelve months), which correspond to the twelve tribes.    On this account G-d rewarded the women
doubly, both in this world and in the world to come. Women refrain from sewing and washing clothes and were
promised to be renewed in the world to come, just like the moon, which is renewed each and every single month.

¡akham Sasson Mordekhai Moshe 'a"h, adds and comments that it would have been appropriate for
women to avoid any type of Melakha (servile work), similar to the ones which are forbidden on the holidays.
However, to avoid embarrassment to the men, whose privilege to celebrate Rosh ¡odesh was taken away from
them, we only refrain from the above mentioned two. He advises women to dedicate the day of Rosh ¡odesh to
the collecting of charity for poor Torah scholars as well as other worthy causes.

My dear friends, Rosh ¡odesh is a unique day with an enormous spiritual potential imbedded in it and we
should make a conscious effort to maximize it. We can honor it by wearing special clothing and preparing a
delicious selection of foods. On the eve of Rosh ¡odesh we have the custom of lighting candles, and should
dedicate time to introspect and examine our deeds during the past month and search for ways to improve
ourselves.
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