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Halakha

Gluing and Separating Glued
Papers/pages on Shabbath

If one were to stick two sheets of paper
together on Shabbath, this would be considered to
be a derivative of sewing which is a labor (Melakha)
that is forbidden by the Torah.

Similarly, someone who would separate
sheets of paper that were stuck together would be
transgressing a subcategory of Qoreya' (tearing),
which is likewise forbidden by the Torah. However,
this only applies to a case where the glue was meant
to be permanent.

As such, if somebody would find the pages of
a book, for instance, a Siddur that he is using for the
first time on Shabbath, to be stuck together in
certain places, because some of the printer's glue
went where it was not intended to go, it is permitted
to separate the pages on Shabbath. Because clearly
it was the printer's intention for the book to be read
and not for the pages to be stuck together.

Since the pages got glued together
accidentally and were not meant to be that way,
there is no problem of either Tofer (sewing) or
Qoreya' (tearing).

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Beh, Ki The£e, Oth Yod Beh)

Parasha

Ki Thabo: Feeling Empty Spiritually and
Satisfied Physically

It says in the Parasha of Ki Thabo: Ÿ̀l §e  dl̈ §r ©n §l  w ©x  z̈i¦id̈ §e
dḦn̈ §l  d¤i §d «¦z Wehayitha Raq Lema'la We Lo Thihye Lema¿¿a,
(literally translated as: You shall only be above and you shall
not be below). This is referring to our relationship vis-a-vis the
nations of the world, when the Jewish people follow the right
path.

The word Raq (only), however, can also be read as
Req, changing the meaning from only to empty. Instead of
saying, "You shall only be above", we can read it as, "You
shall be empty above". From this we learn, that in matters
above, meaning spiritual matters, we must look at ourselves
as being Reqeem (empty), and must diligently increase our
study of Torah and Mi£woth to attain what is lacking and not
be empty.

 However, the Pasuq also says, Welo Lema¿¿a (but not
below), meaning that in matters below (matters of this world)
that must not be the case. When it comes to physical matters,
we must consider that we have everything – that we are
complete and not lacking. Through this we will achieve the
Middah of Histappequth (the attribute of being content with
what we have), which will permit us to place our time and our
efforts in the area which is really important, the spiritual area
of the soul.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai, Parashath Ki Thabo)
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Wearing Tefillin Is an Atonement for Many Sins
Raba said: "Whoever dons Tefillin, wraps himself in ¢i££ith, reads the Shema' and prays, is certain to

inherit the world to come". Abbayye stated: "I guarantee that the fires of Gehinnam (hell) will have no jurisdiction
over him". Rab Pappa said: "I guarantee that all his transgressions are forgiven".

All this applies if a person is very careful in all these matters, not to denigrate them by speaking about
profane matters or in any other way while performing these Mi£woth (commandments).

Our Rabbis of blessed memory stated that the Tefillin that are worn on the head are an atonement for
arrogance and Tefillin of the hand are an atonement for spilling blood. If so, it behooves every man to make
every effort to get Tefillin that are worthy in every respect, as it says: "This is my G-d and I shall glorify Him".

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 37, Oth 1, 3 & 4)

The Shofar's Hint for Teshubah
A Shofar as we know has two openings, a small one which is placed in the mouth and a larger opening

through which the sound comes out. When blowing the Shofar the smaller opening, which is in the mouth, is lower
than the larger opening, which when the Shofar is held, is higher up.

This is a hint to a Ba'al Teshubah (one who wishes to repent), that he must lessen the enjoyment of this world,
because the lower portion of the Shofar is small. However, in matters above, meaning the spiritual side, just as the
higher end of the Shofar has a large opening, so too, we must be very generous in all areas of spirituality.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Ni£abeem)

 Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h
Changing the Decree by Changing Our Nature

The Gemara of Rosh Hashana (17a), mentions an eye opening incident, which took place when Rab
Huna was lying sick in bed. He was visited by Rab Papa who, upon seeing Rab Huna's critical condition, told his
family members, in Rab Huna's presence, to prepare his shrouds for him. Miraculously, Rab Huna recovered.
Rab Papa, who heard of his recovery, was too embarrassed to see Rab Huna.

Sometime later the two scholars met. Rab Papa asked Rab Huna to explain to him what happened, since
it was clear that Rab Huna was lying on his death bed. Rab Huna's answer was an astounding one. "Indeed I was
facing the gates of death," he explained, "the decree was, that it was time for me to pass on to the next world.
However, that decree was changed!"

Why was the decree changed?

Rab Huna explained that the Holy One blessed be He said to the angels: "Since he (Rab Huna), did not
respond harshly, when he heard Rab Papa instructing his family to prepare him for his 'last journey', it would be
appropriate to forgive him and grant him life."

HaRab Mordechai Eliyahu, 'a"h, explains that we would have expected Rab Huna to express anger with
harsh words towards Rab Papa, who, instead of praying for his speedy recovery, asked for shrouds to be
prepared for him. Rab Huna, on the contrary, went against his nature and kept quiet. He did not harbor any ill
feelings towards Rab Papa.

When we go against out nature, in Heaven they do the same. This is an important lesson for us, indeed,
to go against our nature, even when we feel we have been slighted, and even when we feel it was unjustified.
And the best place to start working on ourselves is at home.
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