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Halakha

Not Rushing When Reading the
Qaddish

One who is reciting the Qaddish, must do
so in a calm temperate manner, and not hurriedly.
This is because those who are answering the
Qaddish should be able to answer from Yehe
Shemeh Rabba till Be'alma (this refers to
Sephardim – Ashkenazim only reply till either
'Almaya or Yithbarakh), without any interruption.
They should then reply Amen when the reader
says Berikh Hu (according to Sephardim.
Ashkenazim answer Berikh Hu) before he says
Le'eilla.

When many people are reading the
Qaddish at the same time, they must be careful to
ensure that they are reading together. We often
hear people reading at very different paces and
this only serves to confuse those who are
answering.

In a case where people are not reading the
Qaddish at the same speed, one should answer
the the first one.
(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st yr. Parashath Way¥i, Oth 11. Kaf Ha¥ayyim 56,

Oth 30. Mishnah Berurah ibid, 15)

Parasha

Why Were Zakhor and Shamor Said
Together?

Razal tell us that the words Zakhor and Shamor
(remember and keep [the Sabbath]) were said in one
utterance.

¡akham Rafael Barukh Toledano asks why Razal
felt it necessary to stress that it was in one utterance.
Whether it was said in one or two utterances, it has the
same effect. We are still obligated to both remember and
keep the Shabbath.

He answers that one possible reason is that many
people today keep the commandment of remember, by
readying themselves for Shabbath with their preparations
and clothes they wear, and even lighting the Shabbath
candles. But when it comes to keeping, many are not
particular. There are even those, he adds, who do all the
preparations for Shabbath but desecrate it once it starts.

When Razal mention that Zakhor and Shamor were
said in one utterance, they are letting us know that if you
keep the laws (Shamor), then you also get reward for the
preparation (Zakhor). But if you do not keep the Shabbath
then you get no reward for the preparation. They were said
in one utterance to show us that they are both just one
commandment.

(See Qi££ur Shul¥an 'Arukh of ¡akham Rafael Barukh Toledano, Siman 233,

Oth 8)

For the ‘Ilui Neshamah of
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Wearing Shoes and Socks - Part II
An earlier Halakha, that a person should not go barefoot, generated some questions when we originally spoke about

it. We would like to address some of them here and give some more background.

The Kaf Ha¡ayyim mentions several reasons why a person should not go barefoot, including the fact that it is
dangerous. He also mentions the reason that we spoke about previously, that it is because the ground was cursed. He says
that when someone walks barefoot on the ground, the ¤um-ah (impurities) attach themselves to him, and it is for that
reason, that when someone touches their shoes, they should do Ne¿ilath Yadayim (wash their hands six times alternately -
three times on each hand).

Regarding wearing socks, in addition to what we mentioned in our earlier Halakha, the Ohr Le-£ion says that at a
time when people do not walk barefoot on the street – as is the case nowadays, that people walk with shoes – one must not
walk without socks, even at home.  In other words, even at home, the soles of your feet should not be uncovered.

(See Kaf Ha¡ayyim, Siman Taw Qof Nun Dahl, Oth Ahn Beh. Ohr Le-£ion, ¡eleq Beh, Pereq Meem Dahl, Oth Alef.)

Affixing a Mezuzah on a Store
If storekeeper has a store, from where he sells merchandise, and normally goes there every day throughout the

year, and remains there during the day to take care of his business,  even if he goes back home at night and does not
live in the store,  he must, nevertheless, affix a Mezuzah on the door post.

The ¤az (¤urei Zahab), however, disagrees with this. As such, according the the Ben Ish ¡ai, the mezuzah
should be affixed without reciting a Berakha (blessing), because there is a difference of opinion and a doubt in this
matter.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Parashath Ki Thabo, Shanah Beh, Oth Kaf Beh)

SSS
 Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h
Our Own Personal "Gates"

Parashath Shof¿im begins with the following verse: "You shall appoint judges and officers in all your gates". The
literal meaning of this verse refers to the importance of establishing a court system in Israel. ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim,
'a"h, in his holy work 'Od Yoseph ¡ai, presents a different outlook on this verse. He explains that the word gates may
refer to the openings, or gates, that we have in our body.

What are those gates?

There are three main parts of our body which have an opening and a gate: the eyes, the mouth and our ears. If
we examine them, we notice that each one of them is attached to a specific "gate". The eyelids serve as "gates" for the
eyes, the lips for the mouth and the earlobes for the ears. Can you think why these particular parts were assigned gates?

The Ben Ish ¡ai expounds on this idea saying that the eyes, the mouth and the ears are all tools used more than
any other for the study of the Torah. And it is for this same reason that the evil inclination tries to make us stumble
through the use of these three parts of our body. The gates should be shut when the evil inclination tries to make us use
the tools for the wrong purpose. Now we can understand better why they were assigned gates.

In his book "The Laws for Women" the Ben Ish ¡ai expounds on the topic of the mouth and its use for speech. If
we look at the way we were created we notice that we have two ears and only one tongue. What lesson can we derive
from this? Needless to say, we should spend more time listening than talking. Speech, he continues is likened to salt.
When overused, it spoils everything, but when used in small quantities, it improves the taste of the dish.

My dear friends, speech is a powerful tool , especially for us, women. We must use it wisely and ensure that we
do not say things which we will regret later on. If the value of speech can somehow be measured, we can say that
keeping silent (at the right time) is priceless. May the Al-mighty give us all the wisdom to know when to talk and when
not to.
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