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Halakha

Leaving the ¢i££ith (¤allith Gadol)
Unfolded

It is improper to leave a ¢i££ith (¤allith Gadol)
unfolded overnight. If someone forgot to fold it and
found it unfolded in the morning, when he comes to
wear it he must shake it out first, as is mentioned by
the A¥aronim.

They also state that every man must fold his
¢i££ith, every day, after prayers, by himself, and not
have the Shammash fold it for him. Doing so is
considered detrimental to his Mazzal (luck).

Also, when removing the ¢i££ith, one must be
particular to remove it with one's left hand, like we
do when removing the Tefillin. This is because the
left hand is considered the weaker hand and we wish
to show that we really do not want to separate from
the ¢i££ith and Tefillin.

We will look at the Halakhoth (laws)
pertaining to folding the ¢i££ith on Shabbath on a
different occasion.
(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Noah (Nowa¥), Oth ¤eth

Zahn)

SSS

Shabbath

Not Reading Lists of Names on Shabbath
If someone wishes to invite a lot of people for a

Shabbath meal, and before Shabbath he writes down the
names of all the people he wishes to invite, so that when he
invites them on Shabbath he won't forget some of them; or if
there is a Sim¥a in the Synagogue, such as a Milah, and the
Abi Habben (father of the baby) wants to honor several
people by sending them up to the Torah, and writes a list
before Shabbath of all those he wishes to call up to the Torah,
the Ba'al Hassim¥a (the one whose celebration it is who wrote
these lists) is forbidden to read from these lists on Shabbath.

The ¡akhamim enacted this out of fear that he might
accidentally come to erase one of the names on Shabbath.
The Shammash of the Synagogue, however, is permitted to
read the list. But once all the people on the list have been
called, he is not permitted to read the list any more.

Works that are not holy or religious in nature are not
meant to be read on Shabbath. In the case of calling people
up to the Torah, this is, of course, a Mi£wah, and is, therefore,
permitted (subject to the conditions mentioned above). This is
an important Halakha, and I would urge everybody to make
sure that their friends know about it. Because we often see
people stumble in this matter, in particular, in the case of
inviting a lot of people up to the Torah on a special Shabbath.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Beh, Parashath Wayyishla¥, Oth ¡eth)
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For the ‘Ilui Neshamah of
Rabbanith Ruth Menashe, ‘a”h.
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Praying in Front of a Mirror or Pane of Glass
It is forbidden to pray in front of a mirror, even if one closes one's eyes, because it appears as if one is

bowing down to one's own reflection. The question is, does the same apply when one prays in front of a pane of
glass?

The Ohr Le¢ion says that a pane of glass is different because it does not appear that the person is bowing
down to his reflection. Nevertheless, there is still the fear that by seeing his reflection in the window or pane of
glass, he may lose his concentration.

Therefore, he must close his eyes if praying in front of a window, or turn away somewhat from the glass
so that he will not see his reflection and become confused.

(See Ohr Le¢ion, Responsa 2, ch 7:11)

Shehe¥eyanu on a New Home
Does someone who builds a new home need to say the Berakha (blessing) of Shehe¥eyanu or not?

Strictly speaking, when somebody builds a new home or even buys one, which is perhaps more common, that
was built by somebody else, he should recite the berakha of Shehe¥eyanu, which of course is a very special blessing,
thanking G-d for having given us life to be able to see this day.

However, the custom is not to say the blessing. Instead one should have a Se'uddah (festive meal) to give
thanks to G-d for this wonderful good that He has done for us, and this meal is considered to be a Se'udath Mi£wah.

During the meal however, the custom is to wear an important new item of clothing, of the type that you would
recite Shehe¥eyanu over, such as a new suit, and to say the Berakha of Shehe¥eyanu on this new item. One should
have in mind while saying it that it covers the new home as well.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Re-eh, Oth 6)

 Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h
Increasing Our Spirituality by Overcoming Obstacles

Our sages teach us that whenever we engage ourselves in performing an important commandment,
the negative forces in the world become intensified as well. What is the reason for this?

Any time we are involved in a spiritual act, thereby increasing our connection with our Creator, these
forces serve as an obstacle, attempting to prevent us from doing our holy work.

Rabbenu the Hida, (Hakham Hayyim Yoseph Dawid Azoulay) writes that Friday afternoon is a time
when arguments and fights between husband and wife are prone to occur. In addition, the “Sitra Ahara” (Lit.
the other side [Satan]) toils to initiate strife in the home and, therefore, one must consciously suppress one’s
inclination to create controversy and must instead, seek peace.

My dear friends, don’t we all want a home built on the foundations of love, peace and harmony? Don’t
we all pray for the G-dly Presence (Shekhina) to rest upon our home? We must remember that we all have
the ability within us to bring tranquility and harmony into our home and that we are the masters of peace
making.

We need to constantly remind ourselves of the importance of this task. It requires continuous work,
effort and commitment to perfect our Middoth (character traits). Let us raise our level of patience, sensitivity,
and judge others favorably and, with the help of the Holy One Blessed Be He, create a miniature Beth
Hammiqdash (Temple) in our own homes.
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