
Halakha

Ribbi Shim'on Bar Yo¥ai
Lagh La'Omer (the 33rd day of the

'Omer) is, of course, the day in which the
great Tanna, Ribbi Shim'on Bar Yo¥ai, 'a"h,
passed away. We are told that, in his day, a
rainbow, which is an ominous sign for us, was
never seen.

His name Shim'on in Gematria (Jewish
numerology) is equal to 466. The word
Hirhurim(thoughts) is also equal to 466. It is
appropriate that we make a request that, in his
merit, if we caused any blemish (Pegham) in
our thoughts, we will find a rectification
(Tiqqun) for it.

So too, the word Makkoth (receiving
blows), in Gematria, is also equal to 466. It is
also appropriate that we make a request that in
the merit of this great Tanna, Ribbi Shim'on
Bar Yo¥ai, we will find a Tiqqun (rectification)
to be saved from receiving Makkoth (blows).

May the merit of this great sage, stand
in good stead for us and all the Jewish people,
Amen.

(See Hillula Rabba)

Parasha

Pirqei Aboth 3: Why Was the Torah Given
as a Gift?

¡abibin Yisrael, SheNittan Lahem Keli ¡emdah (the
Jewish people are much beloved, because a valuable item
was given to them). In addition, to show that they are even
more beloved, the precious item that was given to them
was the one that was used to create the world.

This precious item is, of course, the Torah. And the
fact that it says that it was given, means that it was given
as a gift. No money changed hands. As such, just as we
receive it as a gift, so too we pass it on to the next
generation as a gift. We might be tempted to say "The
more you pay the more it's worth". Since we got it for free
it is not worth so much in our eyes.

The answer to that is, "This was the item that was
used to create the world". How can you put a price on that?

(See ¡asdei Aboth, Pereq Shelishi)
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Hair Cutting on the 33rd, 34th or 49th Day of the 'Omer
Ashkenazim are permitted to cut their hair and shave on Lagh La'Omer (the 33rd day of the 'Omer). As

we know, the Jewish day always starts the night before. The Rama says that hair cutting should not be done at
night when the day first starts, but rather, during the day.

Sephardim hold, according to Maran z"l, that hair may not be cut till Lad La'Omer (the 34th day of the
'Omer), and can then be cut every day thereafter, as usual. The Peri ¡adash and the Eliyah Rabba, permit
cutting  hair the night before in both the aforementioned cases. It says in Mo'ed Lekhol ¡ai that throughout the
year it is preferable not to cut ones hair at night, so certainly, during the days of the 'Omer, we should be
particular not to cut our hair till after daybreak. And Sephardim should be particular about this.

It should be noted, however, that according to Rabbenu the Ari z"l, in accordance with the Sod
(Qabbalah) we should not take hair cuts till the day before Shabu'oth. As far as shaving is concerned,
according to the Ari z"l, one should not shave at any time.

(See Orah ¡ayyim Haggadah, 'Inyanei ¡ol Hammo'ed, Oth Kaf Zahn)

Making One's Bed During the Day on Shabbath
One may not make one's bed during the day on Shabbath in order for it to be ready on Mo£ei Shabbath

(Saturday night). This is because one may not prepare something on Shabbath for after Shabbath.

If, however, it would be a disgrace or an embarrassment to Shabbath for the bed to remain unmade,
then one is permitted to make it, because it is considered that it was made for the purpose of Shabbath itself. If
the bed is in a place where people pass to go from one room to another, it may be made in honor of Shabbath.

In a case, however, where the beds are located in a separate room where people do not ordinarily go,
they should not be made on Shabbath.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim, 302, Oth 23)

      Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

"Where Are You Going To?" (Pirqe Aboth 3,1)
Ribbi Aqabia says: "...Know where you are going to..." (at the end of your days). ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim,

'a"h, in his explanation to the Ethics of our Fathers says that keeping this powerful statement in mind will assist us in
overcoming jealousy. Wealth only lasts for a limited amount of time. When we leave this world we leave it empty
handed.

The Ben Ish ¡ai relates the following parable to illustrate his message. A man was passing a group of people
and decided to tease them. What did he do? He told one of them, in the presence of the others, "Take this gold coin
and share it with all your friends". In reality, he did not give him anything. Each of the people in the group started
shouting: "Where is my share?". They got into a big argument.

We are like that group of people, feeling jealous of those who have more than we do. In truth, those whom
we perceive to be far richer than we are have no more than we do. When we leave this world, we do not take riches,
glory or the like with us. We are all equal in this respect.

My dear friends, the message is clear and simple. Let us gather and collect our riches for the next world in
heaps, riches of good deeds, acts of kindness, and bundles of Mi£woth. Physical wealth is limited in time. Our
spiritual wealth is eternal!
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