
Halakha

Do Women Lean at the Seder?
At the Seder on Pesa¥ men are

obligated to eat and drink the required
quantities of Ma££a (unleavened bread) and
wine while leaning, as a sign of being a free
person. The leaning must be done to the left.
Even one who is left-handed leans to the left.

The Shul¥an 'Arukh says that a woman
is not required to lean unless she is important.
The Rama adds that all our women are
considered important, but despite this he
mentions that women do not lean, relying on
the opinion of the Raabiya (d"ia`x) that
nobody is required to lean nowadays. The
custom according to Ashkenazim follows the
opinion of the Rama and Ashkenazi women do
not lean.

The custom among Sephardim,
however, is that the women do lean at the
seder in all instances where the men lean.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 472: 2, 4. 473: 2. 475: 1. Maamar
Mordekhai, ¡aggim, ch. 11)
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Pesah

G-d Will Wait till the Time Comes
Lo Yakhlu Lehithmahmeyah (they were driven out of

Egypt and they couldn't delay). It says in the Gemara of So¿ah
that G-d does not exact retribution of a nation till its time has
come.

We know that the downfall of Egypt was on the seventh
day of Pesa¥ (Passover), because this was the day the Egyptians
drowned in the Red Sea and their treasures were washed up on
the sea shore. This was obviously the day when their time had
come. If so, why did Benei Yisrael (the Children of Israel) have to
leave in such a rush, seven days before the time and not wait till
the seventh day?

This can be compared to a wealthy individual who,
together with his son, was walking in the marketplace dressed in
expensive clothing. He was accosted by a drunk who grabbed his
clothes claiming that he had stolen them from him. The wealthy
man spoke to him gently saying that he had only borrowed them
from the man's wife to wear till the following day at which time he
would return them. The wealthy man's son asked him why he
had said that he had borrowed them when they were really his
own. The father answered that there was no point in arguing at
that moment. The answer he gave would appease the drunk till
the following day by which time he will have sobered up and
would be embarrassed by what took place.

In the future, just as Pharaoh hardened his heart, so too
in the future Geullah (redemption) Gogh will harden his heart
against G-d and His Mashiya¥ (Messiah). G-d, sitting in Heaven,
will laugh at him and will wait till the appropriate time comes to
act.

(See So¿ah 9a. Kether ¢addiq, Derush 9, Parashath Bo)
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Hasebah - Leaning on a Friend's Shoulder
On Leil Pesa¥ (the night of Pesa¥) Hasebah (leaning) is required when eating the Masah and

drinking the Arba' Kosoth (four cups of wine). This is to show ¡eruth (that we are free people). Normally
one would bring comfortable cushions that we could lean on.

What if somebody leaned on the shoulder of the person who was sitting next to him. Is this
considered to be Hasebah (leaning) or not, since this is not the normal way a person would lean in order
to show his freedom?

The answer is that this form of leaning is considered to be Hasebah.
(See Torah Lishmah, She-elah Qof Lamad Heh)
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Why We Recite Only the Partial Hallel after the First 2 Days of Pesa¥ (Passover)
On the first two days of Pesa¥ (Passover) – the first day for those in Israel – we say the complete Hallel. However,

after that on ¡ol Hammo'ed and the last 2 days of Pesa¥ (the last day for those in Israel) we only recite the partial Hallel.

One of the reasons for this is that the Egyptians drowned in the Red Sea, and really, according to the claim of the
angel of the Egyptians, the Children of Israel should have done so too, because, he claimed, there was no difference
between the Egyptians and the Children of Israel, since both the Egyptians as well as the Children of Israel worshipped
idols. G-d answered the Sar (protecting angel of the Egyptians) that the difference was that the Children of Israel did it
Beshoghegh (they erred without any evil intent).

Because of this, even though the Jewish people were saved, it wasn't complete happiness. Even though they
rejoiced over the great miracle that was wrought for them, nevertheless, they were embarrassed by the accusation levelled
against them about the 'Abodah Zara (idolatry).

Since this took place on the Seventh day of Pesa¥, which is a Yom ¤ob, and we do not recite the complete Hallel
because their happiness was not complete on that day, it stands to reason that on the days of ¡ol Hammo'ed which
precede it, we will also not recite the complete Hallel.

(See Orah ¡ayyim Hagadah, ¡ol Hammo'ed Yom Beh, Oth Beh)
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"And on this Night We Dip Twice"
During the Seder, we perform the act of dipping vegetables twice. The first time we dip the Karpas (celery) in

lemon (or salt) water, and the second time we dip the Marror (bitter herbs) in the ¡aroseth.

Let us examine the meaning of dipping the vegetables, to gain a better understanding of what it represents. The
Karpas, which is essentially sweet, is dipped in vinegar or lemon water, which is quite the opposite in taste. The Marror, is
bitter in essence, and is dipped into the sweet ¡aroseth.

There is a deeper lesson that we can derive from the combination of the two, the sweet and the sour/bitter. When
things are going well, (depicted by the sweet Karpas/¡aroseth), we must not develop a sense of arrogance or importance.
Rather, we should take into consideration that this may change. As we know, life is full of ups and downs.

On the other hand, when we go through rough and troublesome times, (represented by the lemon water and bitter
herbs), we should always be positive and hope for sweeter times.

Once a king asked one of his advisors to get him an item that would comfort the king when he felt sad, and that
would cause him to feel sad when things seemed to go well. What did the advisor do? He brought him a ring with three
words engraved on it, Gam Zeh Ya'abor meaning, this too shall pass.

May we learn from this important message and have the inner wisdom to continue to grow during good times as
well as rough times.
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