
Halakha

Are Women Obligated to Do
Birkath Ha-ilanoth (Blessing on
the Trees

There is a difference of opinion among the
Posqim (deciders of Jewish law) as to whether
women are obligated to do Birkath Ha-ilanoth (the
blessing on the trees) or not. The difference of
opinion centers on whether or not this is a
time-bound precept.

Women, as we know, are exempt from
performing time-bound precepts. If Birkath
Ha-ilanoth is not a time-bound precept, they should
recite the Berakha (blessing), but if it is they may
not recite the Berakha, because to do so would be
to recite G-d's holy name in vain, which is
something that must be avoided at all costs.

In view of this, women should not recite this
blessing because of the possibility that they would
be taking G-d's name in vain. There are those who
say that the husband should have his wife in mind
when reciting the blessing and that she should
stand near him so that she can hear the blessing
and have in mind that she is fulfilling her obligation
through this. However, this is not the prevalent
custom. Ashkenazi women who have the custom of
reciting the blessing, should continue to do so.

(See Maamar Mordekhai, Hilkhoth ¡aggim of Rab Mordekhai
Eliyahu, 2: 17).

Parasha

ev Parashath ¢aw: Studying Torah Alone or
in a Group
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Zoth Torath Ha'olah, Hee Ha'olah... (This is the law of the elevation
offering - This one is the elevation offering...)

There are people whose Torah and Mi£woth do not have
the power to be accepted and ascend to the Holy One Blessed Be
He, because their Torah is lacking in one or more areas. They
need assistance to have their Torah and Mi£woth ascend.

On the other hand, there are those whose Torah and
Mi£woth are complete and clean with no blemishes. Their Torah
and Mi£woth ascend and are accepted by G-d without any delay
or interference by outside forces. Such a person has the strength
to pull other people's Torah and Mi£woth along with him, just like
a large ship can tow other smaller vessels along with it.

This is why it is so important for a person to do his
Mi£woth and study Torah with others. Because, in a group, there
is a much greater likelihood that there is at least one person there
whose Torah and Mi£woth are complete and he will be able to
pull everybody else's Torah and Mi£woth along with him.

So while it is possible to be somewhat lacking and still
have one's Torah and Mi£woth pulled up by others, this is not the
correct way to do it. When the Torah says, "This is the law of the
elevation offering", it adds, "This one is the elevation offering", to
hint to us that one’s Torah must be perfect to be able to ascend
by itself.

(See Addereth Eliyahu, Parashath ¢aw)
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Bediqah (Search for Leaven) in Multiple Locations and with Others' Help
The Berakha (blessing) that one recites before the Bediqath ¡ame£ (search for the leaven) can cover his search in

multiple houses. The physical going from one house to another is not considered to be a Hefseq (interruption). Despite
different opinions, the custom is that even if they are far away from each other, the same blessing covers the other houses
or stores or places of business.

If the head of the household wishes, he may have other members of the household stand next to him when he
recites the Berakha and they then disperse to different parts of the house to check their own area. They do not recite a
separate Berakha but rely on the one made by the householder. The same rule applies if he hires someone not from his
household to assist with the Bediqah (checking).

The head of the household must also check at least a portion of the house since his obligation is greater than that
of his Shaliya¥ (agent). There is also an opinion that he is not permitted to recite the blessing if he does not check at all.
As such, he should first check a portion of the house after reciting the blessing and then let his Shaliya¥ continue.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh, 432: 2. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, 22-24, 26, Mishnah Berurah ibid 7,8)

Some Requirements for the Qiddush Cup
Some of the requirements for the cup that is used for the Qiddush are, that even if the cup is

clean it must still be washed inside and out before using it for the Qiddush. It must be filled to the top
and it must also not be blemished.

That means that no one must drink from the cup before it is used for Qiddush, because when
someone drinks from the cup, the cup becomes Paghum (blemished). Obviously, once it is washed it
is no longer blemished. In addition both the the rim of the cup and the base must be intact.

If it has a crack, even if no part of the cup is actually missing, it is unfit for use.
(See Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth, Shana Beh, Parashath Bereshith, Oth Kaf Aleph)

      Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

In the Merit of Righteous Women...
In whose merit were we redeemed from Egypt?

The angels claimed before the Al-mighty: "Just as the Egyptians are idol worshippers, so too the Jewish people".
There is no difference!

The Ben Ish ¡ai explains the well known notion, that it was in the merit of the women, that we were redeemed.
The Jewish women foresaw the possible danger of extinction of the Jewish nation. They understood that the intense labor
the men were engaged in might interfere with their ability to see future generations.

So they took the initiative and went out to the fields. They beautified themselves and cooked delicious fish for their
husbands. They then took copper mirrors and made sure that their husbands saw their attractive reflection in the mirror.

They did everything in their power to ensure the continuity of the Jewish people. They used their womanly wisdom
and power for a holy cause. The extent of their deed was so great that it served as a counter statement to the angels'
claim: "There is no difference!" But there was a difference. And it was no other than the women who made the difference.

My dear friends and righteous women, we were blessed with unique strengths and talents which are exclusively
ours. I pray that we will be able to detect them, utilize them wisely and be proud to be Jewish mothers and women.

And in our merit may we see the final redemption (Geullah) speedily in our days.
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