
Halakha

Touching a Tree on Shabbath
One is permitted to touch a tree on

Shabbath provided it does not move or sway
as a result. Leaning on a tree is more
complicated.

In order for leaning on a tree to be
permitted, two conditions must be met:

The person must be strong and not need to
lean heavily on the tree. Leaning on it is
considered to be using the tree which is
forbidden. Therefore, someone who is weak
and needs to lean heavily on the tree is
forbidden from doing so (as this comes into
the category of using that which is attached,
which is forbidden on Shabbath).

The tree must be strong and wide and not
sway when one leans on it. If the tree is not
that sturdy and rocks as a result, leaning on
it is forbidden.

Unless both these conditions are fully
met, leaning on a tree on Shabbath is
forbidden.

(See Rama 336: 13. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 89 & 90)

1.

2.

Parasha

`xwie Wayyiqra: Passion for the Spiritual
Just like the Physical
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Adam Ki Yaqreeb Mikkem Qorban La-Shem (When a man from
among you (Mikkem) brings an offering to G-d).

Our lives are a balance between the physical and spiritual.
The word Mikkem (from you) in this verse, comes to tell us that
just as we do our physical dealings (such as business) with
enthusiasm, so too our spiritual dealings (Torah study and the
like) must be done the same way. How do we see it from the
verse?

The following parable from 'Od Yoseph ¡ai, best explains
the situation. A business man was looking for an employee to
help run his business. A headhunter suggested two individuals to
him. One had been an employee in another company for many
years, but was looking for a change. The other had his own
business till it failed. Which one did he want?

The businessman chose the one who had his own
business because one who works for himself knows what it is to
put passion into his work and to be concerned about it day and
night. An employee, on the other hand, usually does the specific
task that is expected of him, and no more, without giving much
thought to the business as a whole.

Mikkem (from you) refers to the passion and enthusiasm
that we put into our physical dealings which we must put into our
"offerings to G-d", which are our spiritual dealings.

To put it simply, the same joy and enthusiasm that we
feel when doing matters of this world must also be put into our
Torah study and the good deeds and commandments that we
do.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai, Parashath Wayyiqra)
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Blessing on the Trees in Nissan
Birkath Ha-Ilanoth (the blessing on the trees) should be done in the month of Nissan, and

Zerizin Maqdimin LeMi£woth (the earlier it can be done the better).

While it is best to go outside the city to recite this blessing, if this is not practical or cannot be
done, the blessing can be recited inside the city. In order to recite the blessing, you need to have two
fruit trees – they can both be the same type of fruit tree – but their buds must have flowered. Till the
buds have flowered you cannot recite the blessing and once the flowers have fallen, you can no
longer recite the blessing.

Ideally, the blessing should be recited with a Minyan (quorum). Sometimes, when the
weather is cold, the buds do not flower till after Nissan. In such a case, the blessing can still be
recited, but without Shem Umalkhuth (without mentioning G-d's Name in the blessing).

(See Sefer Orah ¡ayyim, Haggadah, Hilkhoth Birkath Ha-ilanoth)

Bediqath ¡a-me£: Returning Home Before Your Shaliya¥ Has Completed Checking
Let us consider a case where somebody could not be at his home on the eve of the fourteenth of Nissan

in order to do the Bediqath ¡a-me£ (search for leaven) at the appropriate time. Therefore, he nominated
somebody to be his Shaliya¥ (agent) to do the Bediqah on his behalf. If, for some reason, he managed to get
home earlier than expected and found that the Shaliya¥ was in the process of doing the Bediqah but had not
yet completed it, should he let the Shaliya¥ complete the Bediqah (search) or now that he is home, should he
be the one to do the search for the leaven (the Bediqath ¡a-me£)?

In addition, if he himself should do the Bediqah, there is an additional question: should he do it with a
Berakha (blessing) or without, since the Shaliya¥, when he recited the blessing, had in mind the entire
Bediqah, from beginning to end?

The answer is, that he should do the Bediqah and recite the Berakha (blessing).
(See Yede ¡ayyim, Torah Lishmah, Orah ¡ayyim, She-elah Kaf)

      Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

Women and the Holy Shabbath
Fridays are usually challenging since they represent times of engaging ourselves in performing

important Mi£woth (commandments). Any time we increase our spiritual practices, the negative
forces in the world become intensified as well, serving as an obstacle, to prevent us from doing our
holy work.

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, in his holy work, Laws for Women, brings the following
Halakhoth. On Friday, during the course of preparing for Shabbath, it is a good habit  for the women
to say the following three words: Likhbod Shabbath Qodesh (in honor of the holy Shabbath). Any time
we engage ourselves in special activities preparing for Shabbath we should pronounce these words.

It is a good practice to clear all the cobwebs in the house, every Friday before noon. We should
refrain from washing clothes on Friday, as Ezra the Scribe instituted. Only in cases where we were
unable to wash prior to Friday, is washing permitted (some are more lenient where there is a dryer in
the home). In addition, children's clothes which are washed daily, may be washed on Fridays.
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