
Halakha

The Parah Adummah in Today's
World

Shabbath Parah, about the Parah
Adummah (red heiffer), always falls on the
Shabbath preceding Shabbath Ha¡odesh (the
Shabbath before the month of Nissan). This is
because the Parah Adummah was burnt in the
wilderness close to the month of Nissan, in order to
purify Benei Yisrael so that they could offer the
Pesa¥ (Passover sacrifice) at the correct time.

Every year, through the reading of the
portion of the Parah Adummah with the
congregation, the roots of this precept are
re-awakened in Heaven. Therefore, if we read this
portion every year and connect it to Teshubah
(repentance) we purify our souls. It is considered, in
fact, as if we performed the actual act of the Parah
Adummah, as it says: Unshallemah Farim Sefathenu
(the words of our lips shall be instead of oxen).

Every person, therefore, while Parashath
Parah is being read in the Synagoue, should pay
close attention, and request from G-d that He will
accept his repentance and then purify him. The
repentance has to come first, because it is like a
case of a robber. There is no point locking the door
while he is still inside. First we must remove him,
and then we lock the door.

(See Dabar Be'Itto, Derush Parashath Parah)

Parasha

Wayyaqhel/Pequdei: What Did Moshe
Rabbenu's Blessing Mean?

Be£alel... did everything that G-d commanded Moshe.
Even things that Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, (Moses) had not
conveyed to Be£alel, he still did intuitively and, therefore, Moshe
Rabbenu blessed him and those who were involved in the building
of the Mishkan.

What did Moshe Rabbenu bless them with? They were
already physically strong, wise and wealthy. He said to them:
"May it be G-d's will that the Shekhinah (G-d's Holy Presence) will
rest upon the works of your hands". What did this mean? The
following parable in the Gemara of Ta'anith explains it. It says:

To what may this be compared? To a man who was
travelling in the desert. He was hungry, weary and thirsty. He
came upon a tree whose fruits were sweet, whose shade was
pleasant, and had a stream of water flowing beneath it. He
partook of its fruits, drank the water, and rested beneath its
shade. When he was ready to continue his journey he said to the
tree: "O tree, what can I bless you with? If I would say to you,
"May your fruits be sweet", they are sweet already, "May your
shade be pleasant", it is already, "May a stream of water flow
below you", the stream already flows below you. Therefore I bless
you by saying "May it be His Will that all the shoots that come
from you will be like you".

So too, in this case, they were already strong, wise and
wealthy. Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, blessed them that just as the
Shekhinah rested upon them, so too may it rest on the works of
their hand, which were their children.

(See Kether ¢addiq, Parashath Pequdei)
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A Woman Who Forgot to Cut Her Nails for ¤ebilah on Friday Night
On Shabbath, one is not permitted to cut one's nails either by hand or with an instrument. Part of the

preparation before a woman goes for ¤ebilah (ritual immersion) is the cutting of her nails. If she is to do the
immersion on a Friday night (Shabbath) but realizes, after Shabbath has entered, that she forgot to cut her
nails, what are her options?

The Mishnah Berurah mentions the opinion that she may have a non-Jew cut her nails by hand, and if
that is not possible, the non-Jew may cut them with an instrument. (He mentions further that if immersion
must be done then and there is no non-Jew available, then picking the dirt from under her nails might be an
option if she checks thoroughly to ensure that no dirt remains).

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, states in Ben Ish ¡ai that the custom is to have a woman who is not
Jewish cut the nails. She must be taught to pull the Jewish woman's hand towards her in order to cut the nails,
but the Jewish woman may not stretch her hand out to the non-Jewess. In fact, she may not assist the
non-Jewess at all in the entire process of having her nails cut.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh, 340:1. Ben Ish ¡ai, Ki Thissa, 2nd year, Oth 16, Parashath Shemini, 5. Mishnah Berurah 340, 3.)

When Not to Answer Amen in the Repetition of the 'Amidah

During the ¡azarah a person has to wait for the Shaliya¥ ¢ibbur (the ¡azzan) to complete the Berakha
before saying Amen, not like those who answer Amen before the Berakha is over. In addition, we cannot
answer Amen once the ¡azzan has started the next Berakha. Therefore, the ¡azzan must be conscious of this
and allow sufficient time for the congregation to reply Amen to the Berakhoth before starting the next one.

Periodically, you hear a Shaliya¥ ¢ibbur who races along and does not give the congregants time to
respond Amen. In such a case, you must not answer Amen, and the sin is on the head of the Shaliya¥ ¢ibbur
(¡azzan).

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Teruma, Oth Yod Beh)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe 'a"h

To Go to Synagogue or Not?
How important is it for a woman, to go to Synagogue on Shabbath?

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim 'a"h, answers this question in his book Laws for Women. He says that a woman who
makes an effort to go to synagogue on Shabbath, sees the Sefer Torah, answers Amen, and hears the Qedusha and the
blessing of the Kohanim, gets an immense reward.

Nowadays, it is less common to see women who cannot follow the prayers from a siddur. The Ben Ish ¡ai states
that even those who join the Tefillah (prayer) by merely hearing the prayer and answering Amen, as opposed to following
and reciting the prayer, are greatly rewarded.

The Ben Ish ¡ai relates an episode of a woman who lived at the time of the Talmud. Even though there was a
synagogue in her neighborhood, she still made a point of walking to a synagogue located further away. Ribbi Yo¥anan
asked her why she bothered to walk so far, when there were closer synagogues in her neighborhood. Her reply was: "If I
walk to a distant synagogue, my reward will be even greater, because of the additional steps that I take". From this we
deduce that going to synagogue guarantees great reward.

My dear friends, I think the answer to the question is obvious. Let us make the effort and go to synagogue and
participate in the services on Shabbath. How easy it is to get a reward. But please, let us keep in mind the reason of why
we go to synagogue: to strengthen our connection with our Creator. Let us not, G-d forbid, stumble and engage in
inappropriate conversations and the like.
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