
Halakha

Shabbath Candles: Men &
Women's Different Obligations

Lighting the Shabbath candles on Friday
night is a very important commandment because
it brings Shelom Bayith (peace in the home).
Both men and women are obligated to light the
Shabbath lights. However, the woman's
obligation is greater and as such she has priority
in this matter over her husband. Therefore, if the
husband should come and say, "I am the one
who is going to light the candles today in honor
of Shabbath", his wife can prevent him from
doing so.

This only refers, however, to the candles
that are lit in the dining room (or wherever the
Shabbath meal is held). But if the husband
wishes to light some lights in other parts of the
house, he may do so, but of course, does not
recite a blessing.

An exception to this rule, mentioned in
Ben Ish ¡ai, is when a woman gives birth. The
custom is that the first Shabbath after she gives
birth, the husband lights the candles in the place
where the Shabbath meal will be eaten, and
recites the Berakha (blessing).

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Beh, Parashath Nowa¥, Oth Heh)

Parasha

Bo: Why Did the Sun Shine On the Night
We Left Egypt?

'd©l Æ̀ Ed mi ¬¦x ªO ¦W lí ¥l Leil Shimurim Hu LaShem' (it  is  a
night of watching for G-d [Shemoth 12:42]).

It says in the holy Zohar that the light on the night we left
Egypt was like a day in the month of Tammuz. Why is it
that G-d illuminated that particular night? The answer is
that the sun came to disprove three of the statements
made by scorners.

1. From the sun we see that there is something or
someone that causes it to move. It can't just happen by
itself. There clearly was a Creator that was behind it.

2. There are those who claim that G-d does not
watch over individuals in this world. Perhaps he created the
world, but is not involved with its people (Hashga¥a
Pera¿ith). However, the fact that the sun gives its light to
the earth and its inhabitants, is a repudiation of that claim.

3. Those who say that there must be two different
forces, one that is in charge of the good and the other is in
charge of the bad, are proven wrong by the sun. The sun
can dry that which is wet and melt something that is hard,
thereby proving that two opposite actions can emanate
from the same source.

That is why, G-d caused the sun to shine at night on
the night of Pesa¥ (Passover), so that there would be no
darkness. From this everyone can learn that He is G-d in
Heaven and earth and there is none other.

(See Penei Dawid)
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Ne¿ilath Yadayim using water whitened by air bubbles
The Shul¥an 'Arukh states that one may not do Ne¿ilath Yadayim (the ritual washing of hands)

in water whose appearance has changed. Sometimes when pouring water out of a tap the water is
white and cloudy in appearance, but when it settles down it regains its natural clarity. Is this water fit
for doing Ne¿ilath Yadayim?

It says in Ohr Le¢ion that in this case we do not consider that the appearance of the water has
changed since the whiteness is not due to paint or coloring, but is due to small bubbles of air which
cause it to appear white. When the air disappears from the water, it regains its natural look.

In view of this, one may use this water for Ne¿ilath Yadayim, even before the air has
disappeared and while the whiteness is still apparent.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh 160: 1. Ohr Le¢ion, ¡eleq 2, ch. 11, Oth 7)

Lending money on condition the borrower makes a donation to charity
The question is, can a person, we'll call him "A", lend money to another person, whom we shall call "B", and

make a conditon with him that in addition to returning the money to "A", when the time comes due he will also give
a certain amount money in charity, or to a specific person. Or is this considered to be interest (Ribbeeth), and is
forbidden?

The answer is, that even though, "B" is giving this extra money to a third party and not back to "A", it is
nevertheless considered as if he is actually giving the money to "A". This is true even if "A" doesn't owe the third
person or the charity anything. Even though it is just an additional amount of money being given, even for the
purpose of ¢edaqa (charity), nevertheless, it is considered as if he is giving this additional money back to "A" and is
therefore considered to be Ribbeeth (interest), and is forbidden.

Likewise, should the borrower "B", come to the lender "A" and say 'lend me some money and I will give "x"
amount in charity or to another person", it is also forbidden to lend him the money under these circumstances.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Beh, Parashath Eqeb, Oth Yod)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe

Precious advice in difficult times (Contd. from previous week)

I wonder what this person who was surprised that fruit was thrown in the garbage would say today, if he passed
by homes that have many items, from furniture to electronic items, in excellent condition, waiting at the curb
for the garbage truck to pick them up. Just because we are blessed with the means to buy new items, does not
mean that we should discard that which has value.

An additional practical piece of advice that the Ben Ish ¡ai shares with his readers is to work according
to a plan, thereby eliminating any possible waste. One example he gives is of women who can cook seven
types of tasty and delicious dishes out of just two pounds of meat. Whereas there are those who would cook
four pounds of meat – but the outcome would not be appealing even to a hungry man. If we are organized and
plan ahead, we can not only avoid waste, but can make what we have more meaningful.

My dear friends, I think there is a message here that we cannot ignore. Thank G-d, many of us do not
experience, and I pray never will, real poverty. However, no matter what our financial situation is, we must
develop sensitivity to appreciate what we have, avoid waste at all cost, and always be grateful for what we
have. There are many who have a lot less than we do.
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