
Leil Shimmurim: What is our
Protection Dependent On?

i¬¥p §AÎl ’k §l mi ²¦x ªO ¦W 'd ©l Æ̀ Ed mi ¬¦x ªO ¦W lí ¥l
l¥̀ ẍ §U¦i "It is a night of vigil to the L-rd ... A
night of vigil by all the Children of Israel"
(Shemoth 12:42).

It says in Dabar Be'itto that when a
person is very particular to do everything
connected with all matters pertaining to
Pesa¥ (Passover), such as removing all
traces of ¡amess (¡ametz), checking for it
(Bediqah), and so on, then when the night
of Pesa¥ comes, it guards him the entire
year. This is one of the meanings of Leil
Shimmurim (the night of vigil/protection),
for all the Jewish people.

The Ari, z"l, said that the night of
Pesa¥ is only a Leil Shimmurim for those
who are vigilant themselves, in all matters
pertaining to keeping Pesa¥ correctly. That
is why the word Shimmurim is repeated
twice. The first, which says Shimmurim
Lashem (for G-d), tells us that for the night
of Pesa¥ to be a good omen for G-d to
guard us from now and forever, is
dependant on the second Shimmurim. That
one, which is Shimmurim Lekhol Benei
Yisrael (for the Children of Israel), means
that they must keep the laws of Pesa¥ fully
for the first one to apply. 

(See Dabar Be'itto, Ch. 
Shabbath Ha¥odesh)

Not Starting the Seder Till After Nightfall

Even though the table for the Seder must be set
while it is still day, before Pesa¥ starts, nevertheless,
Qiddush must not be made till it is certain night (with
the emergence of three stars). Normally, on Shabbath
and Yom ¤ob, one may start Qiddush before it gets
dark, since one adds to the holy day by doing so. Pesa¥
is different, however.

The commandment of eating Ma££ah applies at
night, since it is likened to the eating of the Paschal
sacrifice on Pesa¥, and the Paschal sacrifice may only
be eaten at night. This is accordance with the Torah
commandment, "d¤G ©d dl̈§i ©N ©A xÜÄ ©dÎz ¤̀  El §k ῭ §e" (And they

shall eat the meat on this night [Shemoth, 12:8]).

One may think, that since the Ma££ah is only
eaten well into the Seder, after the Qiddush and
recitation of the Haggadah, one could start earlier, but
only eat the Ma££ah after it becomes dark. However, the
four cups of wine and the entire Seder are on account of
the eating of the Ma££ah and Maror. And we read in the
Haggadah, "only at the time that the Ma££ah and Maror
were placed before you". Since the wine of the Qiddush
is one of the four cups of the Seder, Qiddush must also
be made after it is certain night.

(See Shulhan 'Arukh, 472:1. Kaf Hahayyim, ibid., 4)
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A Chance to Make a Major Sale on ¡ol HaMo'ed

One who has a store, must not sell on ¡ol Hammo'ed (the intermediate days of a Festival). There
are exceptions, however. If a person would actually make a loss by not selling, it is permitted. Importantly,
however, not making a profit is not considered a loss and one may not sell for that reason.

If one does not sell items in one's store on ¡ol Hammo'ed and, as a result, there would be a real risk
that, after the Festival, the storeowner would not even be able to sell the items for the price he paid for
them, this is considered an actual loss on investment and one is permitted to sell them.

If there is a one time opportunity to do an important sale that will bring a large profit, one may
conduct the sale, in private. In this case, one should spend more on the holiday than he would ordinarily
do. Selling items for use on the holiday, including all food items, is fully permitted.

 (See Maamar Mordekhai [Eliyahu] ¡aggim, 19: 34, 35, 40)

The Last Days of Pesa¥

On the last two nights of Pesa¥ (last night in the Land of Israel), the blessing of Shehe¥eyanu is not
recited. On the last two nights of Sukkoth (last night in the Land of Israel), Shehe¥eyanu is recited. The
difference between the two is that the last two nights of Pesa¥ are part of the same holiday as the first two
nights, whereas on Sukkoth, the last two nights are a different holiday.

On the seventh day of Pesa¥, the Haftarah is "Waydabber Dawid" (Shemuel 2, 22:1-51) and on the
eighth day "'Od HaYom Benob La'amod" (Yeshaya 10, 32-12,6). The reason is that San¥erib's
(Senacherib) downfall took place on the night of Pesa¥ (Passover), and we wish to have it recited next to
the downfall of Pharaoh which took place on the seventh day of Pesa¥.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh, O.¡., with Rama, 490:6,8. Kaf Ha¥ayyim, ibid., Oth 59,64)

 
 Sponsorships available. Contact:Watch Much More at www.NonstopTorah.com 


