
Ra¥el Immenu: G-d's Reward to
Her

As is well known, our Rabbis of
blessed memory tell us that Ra¥el Immenu,
'a"h, (Rachel), gave her sister Leah
(Immenu, 'a"h), all the secret signs that
Ya'aqob Abinu, 'a"h (Jacob), had given her.
The Gematria of Ra¥el Masra LeLeah
Simanin, (Rachel gave over the signs to
Leah), with the Kolel (adding 1), is the same
numerical value as Yissakhar (Leah
Immenu's son).

It is well known that after the
destruction of the Beth HaMiqqdash
(Temple) and the resulting exile, all the
Patriarchs, Matriarchs and Moshe Rabbenu
came to plead before HQB"H (the Holy One
blessed be He) to save the Jewish people,
but He did not accept their prayer. However,
when Ra¥el Immenu approached Him and
said that she is but flesh and blood, yet was
not jealous of her sister, but on the contrary,
gave her the signs so that Ya'aqob Abinu,
'a"h, would think that she was really Ra¥el,
G-d's reply was, "Let your voice refrain from
crying, because there is reward for your
work (Ki Yesh Sakhar Lif'ulathekh)".

"Yesh Sakhar" (there is reward) has
the same letters as "Yissakhar", which we
mentioned has the same numerical value as
"Rachel gave over the signs to Leah". G-d is
hinting here to Ra¥el Immenu, 'a"h, that the
work that she did (which was the act of
giving over the signs), was so great that her
reward is that G-d heard her cries.

(See Nahal Qedumim,

 Parashath Wayyesei)

Lekh Lekha: What Motivated Abraham
Abinu, 'a"h, to Leave his Home?
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"And I shall make you into a great nation, and I shall
bless you and make your name great, and you will be a
blessing" (Bereshith 12,2). In the previous Pasuq
(verse), G-d tells Abraham Abinu, 'a"h, to leave
everything behind, from his land to his family, and in
this verse G-d tells him that he will see much blessing.

Even though Abraham Abinu's Mazzal (destiny),
was not to have children, G-d says to him, that he will
become a great nation, contrary to his Mazzal. Rabbenu
the Alshikh, 'a"h, explains that G-d himself is the one
who will bless Abraham Abinu, 'a"h, and not one of his
ministering angels, as it says, "and I shall bless you".

When it says, "I shall make your name great",
this means that when G-d changes his name from
Abram to Abraham, the Shekhinah (G-d's holy
presence) will cleave to him in such a way that he
himself will be a blessing. In other words, the blessings
will emanate from Abraham Abinu, 'a"h, himself, as it
says, "and you will be a blessing".

One might think that Abraham Abinu, 'a"h, only
left his land in order to receive these blessings, but the
Torah comes to tell us that is not the case. It says
further, 'd eil̈ ¥̀  x ¤A ¦C x ¤W £̀ ©M mẍ §a ©̀  K ¤l¥I©e, "And Abram went
in accordance with what G-d said to him", to teach us
that he went because G-d told him to do so and not for
any other reason. 

(See Alskikh on the Torah, Parashath Lekh Lekha)
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   By the Hakham
    Rabbi Ya’aqob Menashe, ’a”h

For the ‘Ilui Neshamah of
Rabbi Ya'aqob Menashe, ‘a”h.
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Filling a Thermos with hot water on Shabbath

Ha¿manah, which is the act of insulating food by covering, is forbidden on Shabbath, when the food
is in the vessel that it was cooked in. The Shulhan 'Aruch states that if the food was poured into a second
pot (Keli Sheni), Ha¿manah is permitted provided that it does not cause the heat to increase.

This is because Ha¿manah is only forbidden with regard to hot food which is in the vessel in which it
was cooked. The Ohr Le¢ion states, therefore, that a Thermos flask (which is a Keli Sheni and does not
increase heat), may be filled with hot water on Shabbath and we need not be concerned about Ha¿manah. 

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 257: 5. Mishnah Berurah ibid 28,29. Kaf Ha¥ayim ibid, Oth 33. Ohr Le¢ion 2: 17, Oth 11) 



Should One Eat All the Bread One Broke off or Not?

The Rama, z"l, writes that when one recites the blessing of Hammosi (`ivend) over bread, one should
eat the piece that one broke off, before eating any other bread. This way that piece will be eaten with greater
appetite, which shows how fond one is of the Mi£wah.

The Shelah HaQaddosh quotes the opinion that one should leave a small piece of the bread that one
broke off, to eat at the end of the meal, so that one will have the taste of this bread remain in one's mouth. It
appears from the words of the Rama, 'a"h, however, that the whole piece should be eaten initially, in order to
show how dear this commandment is.

This also appears to be the opinion of the Ari, z"l, who writes that one should have all the intents
(Kawwanoth) while eating the bread, or at the very least, while eating the Kezayith (1 oz.) piece that one
broke off after the blessing. From this we understand that according to the Sod (Kabbalah), the entire piece
that one broke off should be eaten at the beginning of the meal.

(See Rama, 167:20. Mishnah Berurah, ibid, 97. Kaf Hahayyim, ibid, Oth 137)
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