
Halakha

Hearing the Meghillah on the
Radio, or Missing a Few Words

Everybody is obligated to hear the
reading of the Meghillah. Women are
obligated because they were also part of this
miracle. One who is not reading from a
Kasher Meghillah must hear it from the
mouth of a person who is obligated to read it
and is reading from a Kasher Meghillah. If
one hears it on the radio, even if it is read by
someone reading from a Kasher Meghillah,
one has not fulfilled one's obligation and has
to hear it again from the mouth of a reader.

If one is following from a printed
Meghillah, one must take care to hear each
and every word from the reader. If, however,
there is some noise in the Synagogue and
one did not hear a few words, one should say
them from memory or read them quickly
from the printed version in front of him, in
order not to miss additional words. It is
considered, in such a case, that one has
fulfilled one's obligation.
(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 689:2. Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath

Te£aweh, Oth 1,6. Mishnah Berurah ibid:1. Maamar
Mordekhai [Eliyahu], Hilkhoth ¡aggim 64:22. Q.Sh. 'A.

Shul¥an Hamelekh 86, 'Al HaShul¥an 7)

Parasha

Te£aweh: Olives Are Like the Jewish
People

xF ®̀ Ö ©l zi¦zM̈ K²f̈ z¦i¬©f o ¤n´¤W Li ¹¤l ¥̀  Eģ §w¦i §e "They [the

Children of Israel] shall bring to you pure olive oil, which
is beaten for the light" (Shemoth 27:20). Why was it that
the oil made from olives, was chosen in preference to all
the other oils, in order to light the Menorah?

The Gemara (Mena¥oth 53b) answers that the
Jewish people are likened to olives, because, just as the
oil is extracted from the olives by beating them, the
Jewish people make Teshubah (repentance) only as a
result of Yissurim (hardships). Once they are "beaten"
they make Teshubah and they become "for the light".
Their repentance and good deeds shine like the light.

We see this concept clearly in Purim. It says in the
Gemara of Meghillah (14a) that the removal of the ring
(when King A¥ashuerosh handed it over to Haman), was
greater than 48 prophets and 7 prophetesses, because
the prophets were unable to make the Jewish people
change their ways, but the ring did. In other words, since
the passing of the ring to Haman appeared to seal the
fate of the Jewish people whom Haman wished to kill,
this great fear caused them to make Teshubah, which
brought about the salvation.

(See Kether ¢addiq, Parashath Te£awweh)
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What should the Shehe¥eyanu on the Meghillah cover?
The Shul¥an 'Arukh states that the Berakha (blessing) of Shehe¥eyanu is said at night, over the

reading of the Meghillah, but when it is read again during the day it is not repeated. This is the custom
followed by Sephardim. The Rama adds that the custom in Ashkenazic lands is to repeat the Berakha of
Shehe¥eyanu when reading during the day.

When one hears the Berakha of Shehe¥eyanu being recited over the reading of the Meghillah, it is
appropriate to have in mind that it covers the Se'uddah (festive meal) and the sending of Mishlowa¥ Manoth
as well. Sephardim should have this in mind when saying Shehe¥eyanu at night, and Ashkenazim should
have this in mind when reciting the Berakha of Shehe¥eyanu during the day.

(See Shul¥an ‘Arukh, 692: 1 with Rama. Hilkhoth ¡aggim Maamar Mordekhai 64: 15)

When to Give the Half Sheqel
The giving of the Ma¥a£ith Hasheqel (charity in memory of the half Sheqel), is done on the eve of

Purim, before the Min¥a prayer, i.e. during Ta'anith (the fast of) Esther. When Purim falls on Mo£ei Shabbath
(Saturday night) Ta'anith Esther is, of course, brought forward to Thursday since we are not permitted to fast
on Shabbath.

Even when Purim falls on Mo£ei Shabbath and the fast is held on Thursday, the Ma¥a£ith Hasheqel is
given on Thursday, before Min¥a, so that it can be connected with the fast. The reason is that giving charity
when one is fasting, is an atonement.

(See Rama 694:1. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, 25)



Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h

Æx ¥Y §q ¤̀  `i³¦d d À̈Q ©c£d "Hadassah is Esther" (Esther 2:7), Part 2

The whole essence of Esther, whose original name was Hadassah, was her commitment to Jewish life and
values . She was taken to A¥ashuerosh's palace and became the queen of the Persian Empire against her
will.

Esther spent five years in the presence of an immoral and showy king who hated her people, before
she acted for the salvation of her nation. We can easily imagine that those five years were accompanied by
pain and anguish. When we look closely at this, we can perhaps understand the connection between her
name Hadassah, which comes from the word Hadas (myrtle) and her essence. 

Despite the fact that she spent five years of such exceptional difficulty, nonetheless, they produced a myrtle -
Haddas, the diamond heroine of a Jewish Lady.
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