
Wayye£ei: What He Really Means
by Bread and Clothes

WŸ«A §l ¦l c¤b¬¤aE lŸ­k¡̀ «¤l m ¤g²¤l i¬¦lÎo ©z«p̈ §e He will give me

bread to eat and clothing to wear (Bereshith
28:20). On a simple level this shows us that
Ya'aqob Abinu, 'a"h, was satisfied with the
minimum. All he needed was bread to eat and
clothes to wear.

There is a deeper meaning to this,
however. Ya'aqob Abinu's intention here is that
he wishes his descendants to follow in the path
of the Torah and the Mi£woth. The Torah is
often referred to as bread (Le¥em). So here he
is using the term to symbolize the holy Torah.
Clothing represents the children of a person, as
we see in the case of Yehoshuwa' Kohen Gadol
(the High Priest), whose children were referred
to as his clothing.

So what Ya'aqob Abinu, 'a"h, is asking
for is bread to eat which is the Torah for him to
study and keep. But this is not sufficient. He is
also requesting that his generations will
likewise be steeped in the study of the Torah
and the fulfillment of its precepts (Mi£woth).

(See Dibrei Mordekhai, Parashath Wayye£ei)



Do Women Make Habdalah?
The Shul¥an 'Arukh states that women are

obligated in Habdalah in the same way that they are
obligated in Qiddush, but mentions that there is a
dissenting opinion. The Rama adds in his gloss that
because of the difference of opinion they should not recite
Habdalah themselves but should hear it made by a man.

The Mishnah Berurah quotes opinions that permit
women to make Habdalah themselves and also mentions
dissenting opinions as to whether a man who has already
fulfilled his obligation in the Synagogue can return home
and make Habdalah for the women. The prevalent custom
in Ashkenazi homes, is that the men have the intention to
make the Habdalah again for both themselves and the
women in their home, when they hear it in the Synagogue.
In such a case, the women must take care to hear the
Habdalah from beginning to end when the men recite it at
home.

For Sephardim, the situation is different, and is in
accordance with the Ben Ish ¡ai. He states that even
though there is a difference of opinion concerning women
and Habdalah, we follow the opinion that women can make
Habdalah for themselves. He adds that we also follow the
opinion that if a man made Habdalah in the Synagogue,
and fulfilled his obligation there, he can still make it again
for the women in his home, as mentioned by Rabbenu the
¡id”a. Nevertheless, he rules that if a woman knows how to
make the Habdalah herself, she should do so and not rely
on fulfilling her obligation by having to listen to the man’s
Habdalah from beginning to end.
(See Shul¥an 'Arukh with Rama 296:8. Birkei Yosef ibid:7. Ben Ish ¡ai, 2nd year,

Parashath Wayye£ei, Oth 22. Mishnah Berurah 296:34-35)
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Not Letting Someone Else Perform the Milah
It is a Mi£wah (commandment) upon a man to do a Milah (circumcision) for his son. If he is not

proficient at it he must appoint a Mohel who is an expert to do it on his behalf.

If the father is a Mohel himself, he may not hand over the performing of the Milah to someone else. If
he does, he has not fulfilled the commandment that he is obligated to do by himself. It is appropriate for the
Beth Din (Jewish Court) to prevent this.

This is speaking about a case where the father appoints someone else in a way that lacks respect,
such as when he does not wish to make the effort, or because it is to his financial advantage. However, if his
purpose in appointing someone else to do the Milah is to honor someone important, then, on the contrary, it
is considered to be giving honor to the commandment to let the other person perform the Milah.

(See Meqor ¡ayyim, 248, Oth 3)

Fulfilling Commandments in a Basic Manner
Is there a problem with fulfilling the commandments in a basic fashion and not in the choicest manner

(Mi£wah Min Hamub¥ar)? From Rashi's explanation on the Gemara of Berakhoth (30a) we see that someone
who is in a position to perform the commandments in the choicest manner but does not do so, is called
wicked. Why should that be so?

A person should look closely at how particular he is about his food and drink, that it should be to his
taste and palate, with the right seasoning and ingredients. The wine has to be of the type and strength that
he likes and all the utensils that he eats and drinks from should be pleasing to him. And when it comes to his
clothing, he is not willing to wear the first thing that comes into his hands, but wants to ensure that it fits
correctly and is of the right color and material for him.

If one is so particular about these items, how much more so should one be particular about pleasing
the Creator. If one is in a position to perform a Mi£wah (precept) in a better fashion and one does not do so,
it gives the impression that one is not concerned about the honor of the Creator, Heaven forbid. Therefore,
one should do whatever one can to fulfill the commandments in the best possible manner.

(See Pele Yo’e£, Mub¥ar)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h

We Can Change the Course of Nature, Part 2
Rabbenu Ba¥ye tells us that the fact that Yis-haq Abinu, (Isaac) 'a"h’s prayer is mentioned before

stating that Ribqa Immenu (Rebecca) ‘a”h, was barren, comes to teach us, that his prayer was the cause of
the fact that she was barren. It is not as we would ordinarily assume, that the fact that she was barren was
the catalyst for the prayer.

What an amazing concept! Hashem desires to hear the prayer of the righteous. The reason why
Yi£-¥aq Abinu and Ribqa Immenu , ‘a”h, had no children for twenty years, is in order to teach us the
immense power of Tefillah. Prayer which comes from the depth of a person's heart, with devotion and intent,
can even change the course of nature.

My dear friends, do you ever question whether you should set aside a few minutes in the middle of
your hectic daily schedule to connect with our Creator? Let us remember the power of the words of our
prayers. We all have our unique requests. The words of our mouths, through the tool of prayer, have the
power to cause our unique requests to be fulfilled.
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