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Reading the 13 Attributes and
Aramaic
Portions Without
a
Minyan

Ki The£ei: Why must We Verbalize Our
Prayers and Vows?

Sephardim start saying Seli¥oth from
the 2nd of Elul and continue till Yom Kippur.
Ashkenazim
start
on
the
Saturday
night/Sunday before Rosh Hashanah. When
Rosh Hashanah falls on a Monday or Tuesday,
Ashkenazim start one week earlier.
An individual can say the entire
Seli¥oth (without a Minyan). Even though
some omit the portions in Aramaic, the Kaf
Ha¥ayyim quotes the Posqim (deciders of
Jewish law) who state that an individual can
read the entire Seli¥oth and this is the custom
we follow at Midrash BEN ISH ¡AI, that an
individual reads the Aramaic portions, even in
the absence of a Minyan.
The only portion of the Seli¥oth that
may not be read by an individual is the thirteen
attributes of mercy (Shelosh 'Esreh Middoth)
which must be said in a Minyan (quorum of
ten males). If there is no Minyan during the
Seli¥oth, one should read till the words: Kemo
Shehoda'ta Le'anaw MiQedem. In fact, the
entire portion including Waya'abor may be
read without a Minyan, provided it is read with
the ¤a'amim (cantillation notes), as if one were
reading verses from the Torah.

vow to G-d ... you shall observe whatever emerges from your
lips (Debarim 23:22 & 24).

(See Shul¥an Arukh 565:5.Ben Ish ¡ai,
1st year, Parashath Ki Thissa, Oth 9.
Kaf Ha¥ayyim 581, Oth 26.
Mishnah Berurah 565:12)
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Since G-d knows what is in the innermost recesses
of a person's mind, why is it necessary for a person to
verbalize his vows? Additionally, why is there an obligation
to pray formally, when G-d knows what it is a person
wants. Surely, if we could leave our prayers and our vows
in our hearts without verbalizing them, it would aggrandize
G-d's holy Name, because this would be proof of His
greatness.
One of the answers to this question is that if a
person had to only think about his prayers and vows, then
when he would go to Synagogue, because human nature
has many failings, instead of having thoughts of prayer he
would have foreign thoughts. He would have thoughts,
such as, about his business dealings or even sinful
thoughts. And if he thought of any vows, since nobody
knew about them, he could simply change his mind and
not do them.
Since everything has to be verbalized through our
mouths, we have no choice but to pray our prayers the way
they are supposed to be and to fulfill our vows since
everybody heard them. The verses can now be read, "You
will observe your vow to G-d on account of the fact that it
emerges from your lips".
(Penei Dawid [¡ida], Parashath Ki The£ei)
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Praying Friday Night 'Arbith Before the Community
Even if the community has not yet prayed 'Arbith of Friday night, if an individual prays the Friday
night Shabbath prayer early, while it is still day (but after Pelagh Hamin¥a), Shabbath starts for him. He is
forbidden to do any Melakha (forbidden Shabbath labors) from that time on.
This applies even if he made a Tenai (stipulation) before praying that he would not accept Shabbath
with his prayers. The reason is that even though a Tenai works for candle lighting (see "If a woman has no
time to pray Minha before candle lighting"), it does not work for prayers.
When we say that the person who prayed earlier than the congregation may no longer do any
Melakha, the Kaf Ha¥ayyim states that it would appear that this is when he does the Melakha himself.
However, he may ask someone from the community who has not yet accepted Shabbath to do it instead.
(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 263:11. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 73-75. Mishnah Berurah ibid:50)

A Positive Explanation to Proverbs 1:16
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© mdi¥
¤ lb§ x© iM¦ For their legs to do evil will run, and will rush to spill blood (Proverbs
1:16).
In Min¥ath Yehuda, we find an explanation that has a positive translation of this verse.
Those who are truly righteous, always desire to do a Tiqqun (rectification) for their town. When they
see a wicked person who is doing evil, they go to his home and speak to him and reproach him, till his heart
wishes to leave his wicked ways. If these righteous individuals need to spend money in order to accomplish
this, they will do so from their own pockets and not take it from the community funds.
The verse can thus be read: For their legs (of the righteous),to (those who) do evil will run (to return
them to the right path). And if they require funds for this, they will rush to spill blood (spend money
[Dam/Damim in Hebrew can mean blood or money].
(See Min¥ath Yehuda, ch. 100)
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Stones with a Heart, Part 2
The reason for forbidding the Kohanim from ascending on steps was to save the stones (of which the
altar was built) from shame. Do inanimate objects such as stone, feel shame?
We learn that though it is true that stones have no feelings, the fact that we benefit from them and use
them, behooves us to develop refinement and sensitivity within ourselves to avoid any action which may
have even a hint of shame. How much more so then, when it comes to dealing with our own people, friends
and neighbors, who were all created in the image of G-d, with emotions and feelings, that we have to ensure
that we do not embarrass them in any way.
Often, we are particular about how we behave in front of people who are not so close to us, but we
must be even more careful with those who are closer to us, such as our siblings, spouses, parents and
children. It is unfortunate that, all too often, it is with those whom we love most, that we fail to practice these
sacred values.
If we remember the "feelingless" stones of the altar and the lesson we derive from them, we will surely
be able to treat every single human being with the proper respect they truly deserve.
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