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Reading the Haf¿arah for One Who
Passed Away
The Haf¿arah is connected to the Torah
reading. No less than twenty one Pesuqim
(verses) may be read, unless the subject
matter ends in less than twenty one Pesuqim.
The reason is that this corresponds to three
pesuqim for each of the seven people who
were called up to the Torah. On Yom ¤ob,
however, only fifteen Pesuqim are required
since only five people are called to the Torah.
It says in the Aggadah, that someone
who passed away, said in a dream that he
would not be saved from his difficult
punishment, till his son reads the Qaddish or
recites the Haf¿arah. Rabbenu the ¡id”a, 'a"h,
mentions that the custom has become in some
places, that every year the son reads the
Haf¿arah in the Synagogue on the Shabbath
preceding the date of the passing.
If two people have an equal obligation
to read the Haf¿arah for a parent who passed
away on the same day (in a place where the
honors are not sold), they should reach a
compromise. In any case, remaining silent and
not reading the Maf¿ir & Haf¿arah will bring
more pleasure to his father's soul than causing
a confrontation and reading the Maf¿ir.
(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 284:1 with Rama.
Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 6)

dnexz zyxt 5779
Terumah: Giving With Arrogance Can Reduce
the Value
d®n̈ExY§ i¦lÎEgw§ i¦ e§ l ¥̀½ ẍU§ i¦ i´¥pAÎl
§ ¤̀ ÆxA¥ C© Speak to the Children of
Israel and let them take for Me a portion (Shemoth 25:2).
When we consider the thirteen different items that
were needed for the building of the Mishkan and its vessels,
we find that they are mentioned in descending order of value,
gold, silver, copper, turquoise, purple and scarlet wool, linen,
goats' hair, ram skins dyed red, skins of Te¥ashim, acacia
wood, oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil and for the
incense. After that it mentions the Abnei Shoham and
Millooim (precious stones) which were brought by the Nesiim
(princes). It is hard to comprehend why these precious
stones were mentioned last and not first, since they were the
most valuable.
It says in Dibrei Mordekhai that the Torah comes to
teach us a lesson that what one gives with all one's heart
carries more weight than the actual value of the donation. It
is well known that the princes decided to wait and see what
the others brought, with the intention of making up the
shortfall, and did not come right away as did the rest of the
nation. As we know, not only was there no shortfall, but the
people had to be told to stop bringing their donations.
The princes, because of their arrogance, were told by
G-d that even though their donations were the most valuable,
they would, nevertheless, be counted last because what
matters most is the intent of one's heart. Rashi says that
when the verse says you shall take for Me a portion, it means
it must be given for the sake of the unification of the Holy
One Blessed be He and not for the sake of one's honor or
glory.
The Dibrei Mordekhai adds that for this reason it is
good to say the Leshem Yi¥ud (for the sake of the unification
of ...), before performing any commandment. This shows
that we are not doing it for our own benefit or glory but for
that of the Holy One Blessed be He.
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Why Put Up a Mezuzah?
It is a positive commandment from the Torah (Mi£wah DeOraitha) to write the portions of Shema'
Yisrael and Wehaya and to affix them (as a Mezuzah) to the doorpost, as it says, And you shall write them on
the doorposts of your house (Debarim 6:4). It states further, in order that your days will be more numerous.
Through this last verse we also understand what was left unsaid, namely the implications of not placing a
Mezuzah on one's doorpost.
A house that has a Mezuzah is protected by G-d from outside, as we are told, "A man sleeps on his
bed inside, and G-d guards him outside". Despite this, one should not put up the Mezuzoth in one's house for
the purpose of being protected or for the benefit in the world to come. Rather, one must place a Mezuzah on
one's doorpost because that is what G-d commanded.
Everyone is obligated in this commandment, men, women and even slaves. Children should also be
trained in this precept of affixing a Mezuzah to the doorpost.
(See Sh. 'A. Yoreh De'ah, 285:1. 291:3. Ben Ish ¡ai, 2nd year, Parashath Ki Thabo, Oth 1)

Opening Pistachios on Shabbath
Borer (separating something that one does not want from items that one does want), which is one of
the forbidden Shabbath labors, presents itself on a regular basis when eating food. In Ben Ish ¡ai, ¡akham
Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, discusses the permissibility of completing the crack in the shells of pistachios by hand,
as one ordinarily does during the week, and removing and eating the nut inside.
He states that unlike the case of lupins, where he opines that the peel must be removed in one's
mouth, pistachios may be opened on Shabbath in the manner described and eaten.
It should be noted that this is only permitted where the pistachio nuts are to be eaten immediately
(Le-altar) or, at least, within the hour. However, opening them now and keeping them aside for a meal that
will be eaten more than hour later, is forbidden.
(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 2nd year, Parashath Beshalla¥, Oth 9)


Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h

What Else Shall We Pray For? Part 2
When lighting the Shabbath candles, we should not only pray for ourselves, but also for the entire
Jewiah people. We should pray that G-d will spare the Jewish people any kind of suffering or illnesses, G-d
forbid, and that we will overcome our enemies.
We must also pray that we will merit to see the coming of Mashiya¥ Sidqenu (the Messiah) and the
rebuilding of Ere£ Yisrael (the Land of Israel).
It is worth noting that there is a strong connection between the Shabbath candles and the candles of
the future Geullah (redemption), just as there is a connection between Shabbath, in general, and the future
Geullah, as it says in the Yalqut Shim'oni (Beha'alothkha), "If you observe the Shabbath candles, I will show you
the candles of Zion".
What an incredible lesson it is for us women to know and understand, that lighting the Shabbath
candles produces the "light" of the redemption.
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