Halakha
A Profit Sharing Agreement Which
Includes Money Borrowed with

Interest

A Jew is not permitted to borrow
money from another Jew with interest. A Jew
is permitted, however, to borrow money from a
non-Jew and pay him interest on the loan. The
following question arises periodically in
business partnerships where profits are shared.

Someone Jewish (we will call him "A")
sees the opportunity to make a substantial
profit on a business deal, but lacks the capital
for the initial investment. He goes to another
Jew (whom we shall call "B") who agrees to
lend him the money, with the understanding
that they will share the profit. "B", who agreed
to lend the money borrowed it from a non-Jew
with interest, and gave it to "A" to conduct his
business.

When "A" returned to "B" with the
profit, "B" claimed that since he had paid
interest on the money, that interest must also
be considered to be expenses and the profit
that would be shared between them would be
based on what was left after calculating the
interest.

This is forbidden and "B" must give "A"
his share of the full profit. The interest that "B"
paid cannot enter into the calculation.

(See Ben Ish Hai, Parashath 'Egeb,
2nd year, Oth 15)
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Parasha

Shemoth: G-d Will Destroy Their Plans
Against Us

719?121 1277 12 DR 1Y° WK The more they torment
them, the more they will multiply (727° - Yirbeh) and spread
(yp° - Yifros) (Shemoth 1:12). The words Yirbeh (multiply)
and Yifros (spread) mean essentially the same thing, so
what is the necessity to use them both?

The Midrash speaks about a Philosopher who asked
Ribbi Eli'ezer, "Did not the prophet say regarding Edom,
that they will build and | [G-d] will destroy °axy 112° 71977)
(o1nR, yet everything that we built still exists!". Ribbi
Eli'ezer answered that the prophet was not speaking about
buildings but about the ideas that they would construct
every year to destroy the Jewish people. The Philosopher
admitted that whenever they suggested an idea to destroy
the Jewish people, it would get countermanded.

So too with Par'oh (Pharaoh) and the Egyptians.
They were constantly looking for ways to destroy the
Children of Israel (effectively constructing a 'building' of
advice). The more they would torment them, the more they
would multiply (Yirbeh and Yifros). The Hebrew word Yifros
can also mean break or breach. This comes to tell us that
G-d would make a breach in the walls of their buildings of
advice, as it says: They will build and | will destroy.

(See 'Od Yoseph Hai Derashoth, Parashath Shemoth. Malakhi 1:4)



Not Pouring Wine for Each Other

When a woman is Niddah she may not pour her husband a cup (of wine) if it is done in his presence.
She should not place it in front of him, but can place it in a different spot or on a chair, or even pass it to
another man. If it is not in his presence, she can place it on the table where he sits.

There are those who are strict about his own plate of food also. It is appropriate to be concerned
about their opinion and not place it in front of him wherever possible.

In the same manner that the wife may not pour the wine for her husband in his presence, so too the
husband may not pour for his wife or pass her a cup of wine, even one that a blessing was recited over, if it is
her own personal cup. If, however, as is the practice in Sephardi homes when making Qiddush, that everyone
drinks from the same cup and she drinks after him, it is permitted. One must be particular on the night of
Pesah (Passover) not to pass her own personal cup to her.

(See Sh. 'A. Yoreh Dea'ah with Rama, 195:10. Ben Ish Hai, 2nd year, Parashath Saw, Oth 24. Hokhmath Adam 116:7)

Dangerous to Go to Synagogue

A man should make every effort to pray in a Synagogue with a congregation. Nevertheless, one must
not do so in a dangerous situation. For instance, an elderly man who finds it difficult to go out of his home in
inclement weather, should not go out in the cold or rain, and is permitted to pray on his own at home.

Another example of a dangerous situation might be when one is travelling and finds himself in a place
where the only Minyan is some distance away and they pray with the dawn. In order to get to there he would
have to leave on his own in the dark and travel through a dangerous part of town. Should he wait till it is a
little brighter outside, he would arrive too late. In such a case he must not put himself in danger and leave on
his own while it is still dark in order to pray with them.

If possible, one who is unable to pray with a Minyan should, nevertheless, pray at the same time that
the Minyan is praying.
(See Shulhan 'Arukh, 90:9. Kaf Hahayyim ibid Oth 56, 57)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h

Someone to Look up To, Part 1

How were the two midwives, Shifra and Pu'ah (Yochebed and Miriam) able to go against the decree of
the king and save the Jewish male babies? Where did they get their strength and courage from?

It says in Parashath Shemoth (1:17): And the midwives feared G-d and did not do that which the king
of Egypt said to them. We see clearly from here, that it was the extent of their fear of G-d that gave them this
courage to go against Pharaoh's decree.

There are times when following G-d's path is easy for us, such as when what He wants coincides with
our own ideas and desires. At such times it is not clear whether what we are doing is following G-d's will or
simply what suits us. There are other times, however, when our desires or the pressure from those around us
wish to pull us in the opposite direction, and then the extent and depth of our fear of G-d is challenged.

When the Torah tells us that Shifra and Pu'ah feared G-d, we understand that this was a true test of
either following the demands of the ruler and killing the Jewish baby boys, obviously against the Will of G-d,
or putting themselves at great physical risk by following the Will of the Holy One, blessed be He.

(To be continued)
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