
Halakha

Fasting or a Festive Meal Before
Rosh Hashanah

The day before Rosh Hashana starts
('Ereb Rosh Hashanah) is a Ta'anith Ya¥id
(private fast). One who accepted the fast
during the previous day's Min¥a prayer says
'Anenu during the 'Amidah and must fast till it
becomes night. There are those who break the
fast early in order not to enter the holy day
while fasting. In such a case, one does not say
'Anenu during the prayers. Someone who is
concerned that the fast will harm him or that
he will be weak as a result, does not fast.

If someone who is fasting has to join a
Se'uddath Mi£wah (an obligatory festive meal),
such as for a Milah and the like, he can eat
that day and make up the fast on another
permitted day in its stead. If one knows in
advance that he will have to eat at a Se'uddath
Mi£wah, he should fast a day before that in its
place. In such a case also, he must accept the
fast during the preceding Min¥a.

(See Maamar Mordekhai [H' M Eliyahu] , Hilkhoth ¡aggim,
35:15&17)



Parasha

Ki Thabo: Why Call 40 Years Ago "Today"?

d¤N¥̀ d̈ mi ¬¦T ªg«©dÎz ¤̀  zF ²U£r©l L̄ §E ©v §n Li ¹¤dŸl¡̀  d ¸̈eŸd §i dÀ¤G ©d mFÍ ©d

mi®¦hR̈ §W ¦O ©dÎz ¤̀ §e On this day, the L-rd your G-d commands you
to perform these laws and statutes (Debarim 26:16).
Rabbenu Ba¥ya discusses the use of the phrase, "on this
day". After all it had been forty years since they had
received the Torah. Razal explain that this means that the
commandments should be dear to you as if you had
received the Torah on that day at Mount Sinai. They
similarly explain a similar verse in the Shema' as meaning
that the commandments should always appear to be new
in our eyes.

The reason why they explain it this way, is to tell us
that they should be as dear to us as when we received
them, because the way of the world is to only remember
what we see with our eyes. As time goes by and
generations come and generations go, people look at
whatever they can see but what took place in the past
becomes forgotten. Not even great wonders and miracles
last forever.

That is why they caution us to ensure that the
Emunah (faith) will remain steadfast in our hearts at times
when things are hidden from us, just as they were at the
time of the revelation. The reason why they should be dear
to us, is because if they are dear we will not transgress
them. The reason why they should appear to be new in our
eyes is because if they are new, we will not forget them.

(See Rabbenu Ba¥ya, Parashath Ki Thabo)
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Mentioning Rosh Hashanah in the 'Amidah
During the 'Amidah on Rosh Hashanah, the Yom ¤ob (Holy Day) of Rosh Hashanah must be

specifically mentioned. If it was not, the 'Amidah must be repeated. If, by mistake during the Rosh Hashanah
'Amidah, one were to say Meqadesh Yisrael Wehazemanim as one does on other holidays, instead of Yom
hazikaron which refers to Rosh Hashanah, one must repeat it.

When Rosh Hashanah falls on a week day, we say Yom Teru'ah (a day of solemn blowing). If it falls on
Shabbath we say Yom Zikhron Teru'ah (a day of the remembrance of blowing) since the Shofar is not blown
on Shabbath. If, by mistake one said Yom Teru'ah when it should have been Yom Zikhron Teru'ah, or one
said Yom Zikhron Teru'ah when it should have been Yom Teru'ah, one does not repeat it.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 582:7. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 42, 43, 47)

Reciting the Blessing on the Shofar
Before the Shofar is blown, the Berakha (blessing) of Lishmowa' Qol Shofar (to hear the sound of the

Shofar) is recited, followed by the blessing of Shehe¥eyanu. During the blessing, the Shofar must be
covered, but the Toqeya' holds it with his right hand (under the covering), in the same way that we hold
anything that we recite a blessing over.

The reason why we say Lishmowa' (to hear) and not Lithqowa' (to blow), is because we fulfill our
obligation through hearing the sound of the Shofar, and not by blowing it.

If, however, one said Lithqowa' in error, or even 'Al Teqi'ath Shofar (along the lines of other blessings
that we recite), he has still fulfilled his obligation and does not repeat the Berakha.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh, 585:2. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 14 & 16)



Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

Like Clay in the Hand of the Potter
G-d commanded the prophet Jeremiah (Yirmiyahu 18:1-4) to go to a potter's house, where he observed

the potter working with wet clay. Yirmiyahu reported that when the potter did not like the vessel which he
created, for whatever reason, he was able to form another one from that same vessel – one which pleased
him.

¡akham Yosef ¡ayyim 'a"h explains that there is a difference between a vessel made of clay, which
was burnt in the kiln and one which was not burnt. While the first one, once broken cannot be repaired or
fixed, the second one can be reconstructed to perfection even if it were broken into many pieces. 

A person who sins, is likened to the latter. Even if he performs the worst possible transgressions, once
he regrets whole heartedly and repents, he will shine like dawn and blossom like a rose. Our merciful Father
in Heaven, unlike a king made of flesh and blood, desires our Teshuba (repentance) and pleads with us to
change, in spite of our sins and transgressions.

(To be continued)
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