
Halakha
Asking a Higher Price for Late
Payment

The laws of Ribbith (interest/usury) are
numerous and complicated. These Halakhoth
are being provided to make us aware of
potential stumbling blocks in every day
dealings.

If one Jew sells an item to another for a
specific price, let us say $100, to be paid
immediately, he cannot subsequently state
that he is willing to be paid at a later date
provided the buyer pays a higher amount, say
$120, for the merchandise. This is absolute
Ribbith.

Even before the deal is concluded, the
seller may not say to the purchaser that if he
pays him immediately he will sell it for $100,
but if it is paid a year later he will take $120.
This is forbidden by the ¡akhamim, because
when he stipulates that if he is paid right away
for the merchandise he will accept $100, it
means that the actual price of the merchandise
is $100. Since, if he is paid later he is asking
for $120, because he had to wait for it, this is
Ribbith according to the Rabbis.

As we mentioned, the laws of Ribbith
are numerous and complicated. It behooves
both sellers as well as purchasers to consult
with learned Rabbis who are experts in this
field, before embarking on any project which
may even contain a hint of Ribbith.

(See Sh. 'A. Yoreh De'ah 173:1.  Ben Ish ¡ai, 2nd year,
 Parashath Waeth-hannan, Oth 15)

Parasha
Shof¿im: Not Justifying Ourselves

mi®¦pR̈ xi¦M ©z `¬Ÿl h ½̈R §W ¦n d´¤H ©zÎ` «Ÿl You shall not pervert
judgement (Debarim 16:19). One of the interpretations of
the commandment to create a system of judges and
officers is that G-d is actually commanding each person to
appoint judges over himself or herself. These judges are
one's brain and heart which should ensure that a person is
following the right path.

When we judge ourselves we must be truthful. If a
judge is very close to another individual, it is difficult for
him to judge him objectively. How much more so does this
apply when we judge ourselves. G-d commands us to be
honest in our judgement of ourselves and not judge
ourselves as being innocent when really we should accept
blame.

That is why it says You shall not pervert judgement,
meaning, "you should not change the judgement from
guilty to innocent". The nature of a person is that he does
not see his own faults and justifies his actions. This is an
error of judgement because a person will simply make it
worse for himself. On the contrary, if a person sees a real
reason to justify himself and does not rely on it, but judges
himself as having transgressed, the court on high will find a
reason to dismiss the charges against him.

An example of this is when Shemuel (Samuel), 'a"h,
scolded Shaul HaMelekh (king Saul), 'a"h, the king justified
his actions and was eventually found guilty in Heaven. But
when Dawid HaMelekh, 'a"h (King David), was approached
by the prophet Nathan, 'a"h, even though he had valid
grounds to justify himself, he replied, "I have sinned to
G-d". That is why the prophet responded that G-d had
forgiven his sin.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath Shof¿im)
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Treating the Seli¥oth Lightly
The purpose of the Seli¥oth is to bring oneself to feel contrite about the sins that one has committed.

Unfortunately, for our sins, many who do not understand its importance, turn it into a "party" atmosphere,
Heaven forbid.

Rabbenu the ¡id”a, 'a"h writes the following: Happy is the one who has the strength to arise for the
Seli¥oth. Before reciting the Seli¥oth he must say all the Berakhoth (blessings), followed by Tiqqun Ha£oth
and finally the Seli¥oth.

What is essential is to say them appropriately in a lowly voice of supplication and to understand the
words that come out of one's mouth. Tears should flow from one's eyes over the sins he has committed. One
should see oneself as if he is called to judgement before the Melekh Malkhei Hamelakhim, the Holy One,
blessed be He, who knows everything about him, even his innermost thoughts and any devious ways. In this
way his heart will become contrite.

(See Morei Be'E£ba', ch. 8, Oth 244)

Even These Require Repentance
One should not feel that Teshubah (repentance) only applies to those sins which involve an action,

such as immoral behavior, robbery and thievery.

The Rambam (Maimonides) states that just as a person is obligated to repent for the
above-mentioned sins, so too he must search for the bad thoughts and ideas that he has. He must repent
from anger (which is a Middah [character trait] which the Rambam says one may not have at all), hatred,
jealousy, light headedness, chasing after money, honor, pursuit of food (gluttony) and the like. A person is
obligated to repent for all of these.

If we should mistakenly believe that these are not so important as to warrant Teshubah, we must
remember the words of ¡azal in Pirqei Aboth (Ethics of the Fathers) which say that money, desire and (the
pusuit of) honor, remove a man from the world.

(See Rambam, Hilkhoth Teshubah, 7:3)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

How Can We Forget? Part 2
When a guest was visiting a relative, he noticed that his relative often forgot to say the blessing after

eating or drinking. When he mentiond that to his relative, the relative answered: "My mind is so overloaded,
that at times I simply forget". "Well," replied the guest, "I listened to your conversations with your family
members and was impressed, at how well you remembered how much money each one took from you and
how you recalled all the details without writing anything down. You memorized the entire information in your
head!"

Don't we sometimes fall into the self same trap and act similarly? Aren't we pressed for time when it
comes to saying Tefilla (prayer) or visiting a sick person but waste plenty of time on nonsense? Don't we find
it difficult to put our hands in our pockets for a religious purpose but spend freely in the mall on unnecessary
items?

In the Haf¿arah of Parashath Shof¿im, the prophet Yeshayahu cries out to his people and says: And
you have forgotten G-d, your maker... The Ben Ish ¡ai comments on how ironic it is! We forget that which is
spiritual, but remember very well physical materialistic matters. In fact, the opposite should be true. It is
enough to just open our eyes and look around us. The Heaven, the earth, the trees, flowers and mountains,
the whole creation is constantly around us. How can one forget G-d and spirituality? His presence is
constantly around us.

How can we forget?
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