
Parasha

Re-eh: The Main Focus is the
World to Come

m®¤ki ¥d «Ÿl-¡̀  'd«©l m ½¤Y ©̀  mí ¦pÄ You are children to the
L-rd your G-d (Debarim 14:1). The custom of
the Amorites (one of the seven nations who
dwelt in Cana'an), was to make this world the
sole focus ('Iqqar). Therefore, according to
this, when someone passed away he was lost
forever.

The Jewish people, however, are not
like this, because we are children to the L-rd
your G-d. The way of the world is that a father
wishes to bequeath to his son the best of what
he has. So too G-d, who created the world to
come, keeps it for the Jewish people, His
children, to inherit in the future. That is why we
are not permitted to copy the Amorites'
abhorrent customs, such making incisions in
their flesh, or tearing out their hair between the
eyes, as a sign of mourning.

We know that the primary focus is the
world to come and not the body in this world.
So when a person passes away, even though
we are commanded to mourn, it must be done
with dignity and within the limits and
boundaries that were given to us. This is
because we are aware that this world is not of
primary importance and our Father in Heaven
has kept aside a valuable inheritance which is
waiting for us in the world to come.

(See Rabbenu Ba¥ya, Re-eh.
 Ramban Parashath Re-eh)

Halakha

Repeating the 'Amidah If Everyone Is Fluent
in the Prayer

The Shul¥an 'Arukh mentions that when a
congregation prays the silent 'Amidah, even if every one of
the congregation is fluent in the prayer, the Shaliya¥ ¢ibbur
(congregation leader) must still do the repetition of the
'Amidah which is read aloud.

The Mishnah Berurah explains, that when the
¡akhamim established that the Shaliya¥ ¢ibbur has to
repeat the 'Amidah, they did not require us to investigate
each and every person in the Synagogue, to establish
whether he is fluent in the prayer or not. Rather, their
directive was that the Shaliya¥ ¢ibbur must always repeat
the 'Amidah. That way, if there should happen to be
someone in the Synagogue who is not familiar with the
prayer, the Shaliya¥ ¢ibbur's prayer will include him also.

The Ben Ish ¡ai says that even though the simple
reason for the repetition is to fulfill the obligation of those
who are not proficient in the prayer, nevertheless, this is not
the main reason. In fact, that reason is almost non existent
anymore, since everyone prays from prayer books. And if
there is someone who does not understand anything, the
repetition will not help him either. Rather, the main reason
for the repetion is Kabbalistic as explained by Rabbenu the
Ari z"l. (See A Torah Minute, Vol. 2, Why we must always
have a ¡azarah).

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 124:3. Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Terumah,
Oth 2. Mishnah Berurah 124:12)
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A Coffee After the Meal
Ordinarily, the blessing said on wine covers all other drinks also. There is a difference of opinion,

however, when one says Birkath Hammazon after a banquet and recites it over a cup of a wine. According to
one opinion, if one then wishes to drink a cup of coffee after the meal, the blessing on the wine covers it.

There is another opinion, however, that the wine of Birkath Hammazon does not cover a coffee after
the meal. Therefore, it would appear that the correct method, is the one that is commonly followed, that after
reciting the Borei Peri HaGefen on the wine at the end of Birkath Hammazon one says the Berakha A¥ronah
(final blessing) on the wine and then says a Shehakkol on the coffee.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 174, Oth 50)



A Close Neighbor Is Better than the Evil Inclination
This time of year when our thoughts are meant to turn to repentance, the words of King Solomon can

be a valuable guide. He wrote in Mishlei (Proverbs 27:10): wFgẍ g ῭ ¥n aFxẅ o ¥kẄ aFh A neighbor who is near is

better than a brother who is distant.

Rabbenu the Alshikh Haqqadosh says the neighbor who is near is the good inclination who desires
only good for the person. He is better than the brother who is distant, which is the evil inclination whose
purpose is to make you stumble and fall. The good inclination is likened to a neighbor because it only enters
one's body at the age of thirteen, whereas the evil inclination is likened to a brother because it is there from
birth. As it says: If you do not improve yourself, sin crouches at the entrance [birth], and it is after you, but you
can overcome it. (Bereshith 4:7).

In view of this one should make every effort not to wait till it is too late to make Teshubah (repent),
but should do so immediately.

(See Alshikh on Mishlei, 27:10)

Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

How Can We Forget?
A man from out of town was hosted by one of his relatives. He accompanied his relative the entire

day. The guest quietly observed his host's behavior. In the evening, the two of them sat for dinner and the
guest said: "When we went for prayers this morning, I noticed that your ¢i£ith (¤allith Gadol) was torn and
your Tefillin needed repair."

His host replied: "Times are tough and the business is not doing at all well. Replacing the ¢i£ith and
reparing the Tefillin is a big expense, which is beyond my means." The guest replied: "Had I seen you save
when it comes to your household expenses, I would have kept quiet. But I see that this is not the case. It
seems to me, that the fact that you are pressed financially applies only to expenses concerning your service
of G-d".

¡akham Yosef ¡ayyim 'a"h, who tells us this insightful story continues as follows. "I noticed", said the
guest, "that a number of times when you drank water, you forgot to say the Berakha Aharona ( the blessing
we say after eating or drinking). At times you did not even recite the blessing before eating." The relative
answered: "My mind is so overloaded, that at times I simply forget".

What do we think that the guest’s response was? 
(To be continued)
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