
Halakha

Using Soap on Shabbath
The Rama states that it is forbidden to

wash one's hands with soap on Shabbath
(soap used to be made from animal fat at his
time), because of the prohibited Shabbath
labor of Nolad. The Mishnah Berurah quotes
opinions that permit it. However, he also
quotes opinions that say that the soap we use
nowadays is softer in nature and is forbidden
because of the forbidden labor of Mema¥eq
(smoothing). He states that the universally
accepted custom is to be strict and not permit
it.

In Ben Ish ¡ai, ¡akham Yosef Hayim,
'a"h, states that the soap that they call Sabon,
which are dry pieces (bars), which one washes
with by pouring a little water on the soap and
on one's hands while washing, may not be
used on Shabbath. He quotes an opinion
which permits it but brings reasons why he
does not agree with it, and reiterates that their
custom is to forbid it .

In view of the above, one should be
concerned about the words of our great sages
and prepare the soap for Shabbath by melting
soap under water so that one is left with a
liquid that is all water, but soapy in nature, and
use that on Shabbath. The preparation of this
liquid should be done before Shabbath.

(See Rama 326:10. Mishnah Berurah ibid, 30. 
Ben Ish ¡ai, 2nd year, 

Parashath Yithro, Oth 15)
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shall love the L-rd your G-d with all your heart, with all your
soul and with all your might (Debarim 6:5). Rabbenu the
¡ida, 'a"h, states that loving G-d has to be done on three
levels, feeling, desire and quantity.

The Panim Meoroth asks why we say the G-d of
Abraham, the G-d of Isaac and the G-d of Jacob. Would it not
be sufficient to simply say the G-d of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob? The answer is that Abraham Abinu, 'a"h, was the
first to seek out G-d and make the world aware of His
existence. Until then, the entire world served idols.

If we were to simply say, the G-d of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, we would think that Abraham Abinu, 'a"h, was
the first to discover G-d, but that Yi£-¥aq Abinu (Isaac) and
Ya'aqob Abinu (Jacob), 'a"h, merely relied on his findings
to believe in G-d, but did not seek Him out on their own.
The fact that we repeat the words, the G-d of before each of
their names, is to teach us that each one, in his own right,
investigated and found G-d. It seems to me, that it is
necessary for each individual to also actively seek out G-d.
Doing so increases one's ability to love Him.

Rabbenu the ¡ida, 'a"h, brings down that to love
G-d with all our hearts, means that we must do so like one
who has a burning desire for something and won't stop till
the desire is satiated (feeling). With all your soul refers to
the way that one goes after something for which one has a
physical need, such as food and sleep (desire). With all
your might, which Razal tell us refers to money, tells us that
a quest for money is endless, so too our love for G-d must
be endless (quantity).

(See Ahabath Dawid, Derush 6)
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When the Kohanim Turn Around
When the Kohanim (priests) go up to the Dukhan (platform) in order to bless the people with the

Birkath Kohanim (priestly blessing), they must face the Hekhal with their backs to the Congregation. While in
that position they recite their blessing up to Eth 'Ammo Yisrael (to bless His people Israel), and then turn
around and complete the blessing with the word Be-ahaba (with love), while they are facing the congregation.

When the priestly blessing is completed they must not turn around and face the Hekhal till the ¡azzan
starts the blessing of Sim Shalom. Some Kohanim err in this matter and turn around as soon as they have
finished, before the ¡azzan has started Sim Shalom. They should be cautioned not to do this and to wait till
he has started Sim Shalom.

Additionally, they may not bend their fingers, but must keep them in the outstretched position, until
they have turned around completely.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh  128:10,11,15,16. Ben Ish ¡ai 1st year, Prashath Te£awweh, Oth 16)

Building a Railing Around One's Roof
The Torah cautioned that when you build a new house, you must make a parapet on the roof, so that

you shall not place blood in your home when someone falls from it. (Debarim 22:8).

This is one of the 613 commandments from the Torah that we are obligated to keep. A person must
place a railing around his roof, even if it is very rarely used. This commandment refers to roofs which are flat
and can be used by human beings.

The obligation to build a railing or parapet applies to any home in which people live. If, however, the
roof is on a building which is not used for human habitation, but is used for some other purpose, such as for
storage or to house animals, it is exempt from the requirement of a parapet. (Should there be a house
immediately next to this building, however, and, as is common in some warmer countries, people use it to
sleep at nights, it would require a parapet).

(See Sh. 'A. ¡oshen Mishpa¿  427:1. Ben Ish ¡ai, 2nd year, Parashath Pin¥as, Oth 1)

   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

How Can We Illuminate the World with Our Shabbath candles?
Women accept Shabbath upon themselves only after they have lit all their Shabbath candles.

Therefore, we should be careful to complete all the work in the home prior to lighting. Once all the candles
are lit, the woman covers her eyes and closes them, and recites the blessing immediately. 

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, writes that there is a reason, according to the Sod (Qabbalah), for
closing our eyes at this time. Another explanation for this practice is so that the woman benefits from the
light of the candles after the blessing is recited. As soon as she completes the blessing, she should open her
eyes and gaze upon the light of the candles.

It is appropriate to change into Shabbath clothing before lighting the candles; however, the Ben Ish
¡ai adds, that if the woman was delayed and is concerned that if she changes into her Shabbath finery she
will miss the designated time for candle lighting, she may light while dressed in her daily attire and change
afterwards.

(To be continued)
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