
Halakha

Birkath Kohanim at Min¥a of
Tish'ah Be-Ab

Ashkenzim in the Land of Israel and
Sephardim everywhere, have the custom that
the Kohanim perform the Birkath Kohanim
(priestly blessing) every day. The custom of
Ashkenazim outside the Land of Israel is to do
it exclusively on Holy Days.

Those who do Birkath Kohanim every
day, also do it during the repetition of the
Min¥a 'Amidah on Tish'ah Be-Ab. The Birkath
Kohanim, ideally, is done close to sunset, but
must be started before sunset.

In order to recite the Birkath Kohanim,
the Kohanim must be fasting. If a Kohen was
unable to fast for health or other reason, he
must not recite the Birkath Kohanim. Instead,
he should step out of the Synagogue before
the congregation reach Re£ei in the repetition
of the 'Amidah.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai, Parshath Wayyaqhel, Oth 7. Maamar
Mordekhai [Eliyahu], Hilkhoth ¡aggim, 27:28-30)



Parasha

Debarim: G-d Stopped Communicating With
Moshe Rabbenu

According to our Rabbis of blessed memory, in the
Gemara of Ta'anith (30b), from the time of the incident of
the spies till all of them died, there was no Divine prophetic
communication with Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h. That is why it
says: when the men of war finished dying ... G-d spoke to
me. During all these 38 years, whenever the Torah speaks
about G-d's communication with Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, it
uses the word Wayomer and not Waydabber. Waydabber
denotes a higher level of communication, which was
exclusively used by G-d for communication with Moshe
Rabbenu, 'a"h.

As long as the people were in a state of shame,
Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, whose whole greatness was the fact
that he was the leader of the Jewish people, also lost his
high level of greatness. The day when the decree was
cancelled was the 15th of Ab. Since the decree that befell
the Jewish people was on the 9th of Ab, the cancellation
should logically have occurred on the 10th. However, when
the decree was made, Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, mourned for
one week over it and the Shekhinah (G-d's holy presence)
could not rest on him on account of his sadness. Therefore,
it was one week later, on the 15th of Ab that Nebuah
(prophecy) in its highest form, returned to him, and he and
the Jewish people could rejoice together.

(Rabbenu Ba¥ya, Parashath Debarim)
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Children's Obligation to Fast on Tish'ah Be-Ab
We mentioned previously that the custom in many Ashkenazi homes is to have boys who will be Bar

Mi£wah (thirteen) on their upcoming birthday, and girls who will be twelve, fast up to three different fasts prior
to their birthday. This is not the custom in Sephardi homes, where they only fast on Yom Kippur prior to their
coming of age. (See Who must Fast on the Four Fast Days?).

It is appropriate, however, that any child who is old enough to understand what Tish'ah Be-Ab is
about, fast for a few hours as part of his or her ¡innukh (upbringing). In such a case, it is appropriate to feed
them whatever food they need but not to add additional delicacies as one might do on a regular day.

Similarly, once they reach the age where they understand the concept of Tish'ah Be-Ab, they should
be trained not to wear leather shoes.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 549, Oth 8 and 550, Oth 9. Maamar Mordekha [Eliyahu] 26:6-7).

Happiness on the 15th of Ab
Rabban Shim'on Ben Gamliel said there were no happier days in Israel (among the Jewish people)

than the fifteenth of Ab and Yom Kippur. Therefore, on the fifteenth of Ab Anna/Ta¥anun is not said. Since it
is not said on the fifteenth it is not said on the fourteenth at Min¥a either.

Our Rabbis of blessed memory stated that one should avoid court cases with non Jews till Rosh
¡odesh Elul, whereas others say till after the tenth of Ab. It says in Ben Ish ¡ai that this latter opinion is the
appropriate one especially since the holy Zohar mentions that on the fifteenth of Ab one must rejoice since
there is a lifting of the Shekhinah (G-d's holy presence).

Once the month has risen in holiness it cannot descend again, because of the concept of Ma'alin
BaQodesh Welo Moridin (once something has been raised in holiness it can not be lowered).

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Debarim, Oth 1. Zohar 2:195)

   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

The Things We Ask for and the Things We Don't - Part 3
We are so wrapped up with our personal pursuits that, despite certain "reminders", such as breaking a

cup at weddings, we still forget that we are in Galuth. We forget to cry out from the depth of our hearts and
feel the pain of the Shekhina (the Divine Presence) which is also homeless.

We forget the importance of the rebuilding of Beth Hammiqdash and Yerushalayim. We forget what
the root of our suffering and anguish is. We become complacent!

The twenty two days between the Seventeenth of Tammuz and the Nine of Ab may be the proper
time to introspect and examine what we should ask for. Many of us have been blessed with comfortable
homes, (especially those of us living outside the Land of Israel). We must awaken ourselves and remember
that though we may dwell in beautiful homes, the Shekhina is "homeless". When we  sincerely and truly ask
for the rebuilding of Beth Ha'miqdash and Yerushalayim, then we will merit to see the ultimate good.

It is then that our prayers will be fully answered and we will experience an unimaginable spiritual
pleasure. May it happen speedily in our days, Amen!
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