
Parasha

Balaq: Why Did G-d Tell Bil'aam
Not to Curse the People?

`E «d KE xä i¬¦M m ½̈rd̈Îz ¤̀  ÆxŸ̀ z̈ ` ³Ÿl You shall not
curse the people for they are blessed
(Bammidbar 22:12). By saying, You shall not
curse the people, it might appear to some that
Bil'aam (the wicked prophet of the nations of
the world), should not curse the Children of
Israel, because if he did, they would be cursed,
Heaven forbid.

Rabbenu the ¡ida, 'a"h, tells us that
that is not the case, because the Guardian of
Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps (Tehillim
121:4), but rather, protects us day and night.
Instead, the reason why the Holy One blessed
be He did not permit Bil'aam to curse them
was that if, Heaven forbid, in the future, the
Jewish people would be punished on account
of a sin, the Jewish people would say that the
curse of Bil'aam is what brought about the
punishment, and would not realize that it was
on account of their transgression.

Another explanation is that He is saying
to Bil'aam, "Do not think that  I am concerned
about your curse, because they are blessed,
and the curse will not occur. On the contrary,
you will be shamed because you went to curse
them and nothing happened".

(See Na¥al Qedumim,

 Parashath Balaq)

Halakha
What Does the Kothel Represent?

I was once standing at the Kothel during the 22
days, and saw many happy faces, some coming for a Bar
Mi£wah or other Sim¥a, others grateful to be at the holiest
place on earth and able to imbibe some of the spirit of
Qedusha, or others who were just tourists or visitors, I
couldn’t help but reflect on what the 22 days culminating in
Tish'ah Be-Ab represent for us.

The Kothel is a symbol of the fact that the Beth
HaMiqdash (Temple) has been destroyed and has not yet
been rebuilt, which should be a source of great sadness to
us. In fact we are told that any generation that does not
witness the rebuilding of the Beth HaMiqdash in its day, it is
as if it were destroyed in its day. In other words, had the
Temple been standing in our day, it would have been
destroyed, G-d forbid.

Why is this so? Today, the Yeshiboth are bursting at
the seams, with more and more people turning to the true
path of Judaism. The Jewish nation are amazing people,
constantly helping others with good deeds, charity and so
on. But we know that the second Beth HaMiqdash was
destroyed because of Sinath ¡innam (hating each other for
no reason), and it seems to me that we are still failing in is
the area. Not liking one who is a little different to you is an
everyday part of the world. Everybody does it. But the
Jewish people should be above it.

As we approach Tish'ah Be-Ab, it behooves us to
do some serious introspection regarding how we behave
towards and treat other Jews who are of a different
background, or follow a different opinion to ours.

May we witness the rebuilding of the Beth
HaMiqdash speedily in our days, Amen.
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Deciding to Abstain for 22 Days from Meat and Wine
Even though the majority of Ashkenazim do not eat meat or drink wine from Rosh ¡odesh Ab till the

day after Tish'ah Be-Ab, some individuals have the custom of not eating meat and drinking wine for the
entire 22 days (except for Shabbath). As is known, the common custom of Sephardim is to not eat meat and
drink wine only from after Rosh ¡odesh is over, till the end of the fast of the 9th of Ab.

The Ari z"l used to not eat meat or drink wine for the entire period of the 22 days, including Rosh
¡odesh, except for Shabbath. If someone made a Neder (vow) not to eat meat or drink wine for the 22 days,
he does not abstain from them on Shabbath, because since on Shabbath one does not refrain from
consuming meat and wine, it would not have been his intention to do so.

If, however, he did have in mind to abstain on the Shabbathoth also, or he is uncertain if he did, he
should do Hattarath Nedarim (the annulment of vows) and not refrain from meat and wine on Shabbath.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath Debarim, Oth 15. Kaf Ha¥ayyim, 551, Oth 130, 132)

Mistakenly Blessing on a New Fruit During the 22 Days (Three Weeks)
The Berakha (blessing) of Shehe¥eyanu is not recited on a new fruit during this time, unless it is one

that will not be available after Tish'ah Be-Ab. (Ashkenazim recite Shehe¥eyanu on a new fruit on Shabbath
[see A Torah Minute™, vol. 3, “When can one say Shehe¥eyanu during the 22 days?”] ).

What should one do if, without thinking, one mistakenly takes a fruit that requires Shehe¥eyanu, even
though it will still be available after the 22 days, and says its primary blessing on it? For instance, if it is a new
fruit that requires a Borei Peri Ha'E£, the person picks it up and says the Berakha of Borei Peri Ha'E£ on it.
Since he recited the blessing, he should eat of it. The question is, does he also say the blessing of
Shehe¥eyanu?

The answer is that once he mistakenly recited the primary blessing on the fruit, he also recites
Shehe¥eyanu, since he is obligated to eat it.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 551, Oth 214)

   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

The Things We Ask for and the Things We Don't, Part 1
When we visit the Kothel (the Western Wall) in Yerushalayim, we see endless notes carefully folded

and placed between the cracks of the wall. Even though we may not read them, we know that each note tells
a personal story; each note reflects the pain of another person; each one with his/her very personal and
unique requests.

What do we ask for?

Some ask for a child, some ask for Refuah (recovery), others ask for a little bit more money or
success, while there are those who ask to find their soul mate. I happened to stand next to a young lady in
front of Ra¥el Immenu's Tomb and overheard her prayer. 

She asked G-d to bring Mashiya¥ and the Ge'ullah (redemption). Suddenly it struck me. I
remembered a good friend of mine who moved from a nice big home to a relatively small temporary house,
in the process of looking for another home. She told me she felt "homeless". Our home, especially for us,
women, is a source of strength and pride. Without it we feel lost.

(To be continued)
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