
Halakha

Necessity of Always Having a
Kethubbah

A man may not be alone with his wife
even for one hour, without a Kethubbah. The
reason why it was ordained that a man must
make a Kethubbah for his wife is so that he will
not consider it an unimportant matter to send
her away. Therefore, the primary purpose of
the Kethubbah is to impose an amount on the
man that he will pay his wife in such an
eventuality.

In the event that the Kethubbah is lost,
the couple must immediately get another one,
since they are not permitted to remain alone
together without one. They should go, right
away, to an Orthodox Rabbi who will be able
to write for them a replacement for the the
Kethubbah that was lost, thus permitting them
to live alone together.

(See Kethubboth 54b. Rambam Ishuth 10:10)



Parasha

¡uqqath: What Was Moshe Rabbenu's Sin?
m¤di¥pi«¥r §l r©l²¤Q ©dÎl ¤̀  m¯¤Y §x ©A ¦c §e And you will speak to the rock

before their eyes (Bammidbar 20:8). There are many
different opinions about what the sin of Moshe Rabbenu,
'a"h, was, and we will mention a couple of them.

Rashi, z"l, says that Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, was only
commanded to speak to the rock and not to hit it.

By striking the rock, the intensity of the miracle was
diminished, because had the water come just through
speech, it would have been all the more remarkable and
clearly a miracle by the Creator. Also, it gave an opening to
people who were lacking faith, to say that it was not really
a miracle but some kind of cunning and trickery used by
Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h.

The Rambam (Maimonides), 'a"h, says that the
essence of his sin was the terminology of Hammorim
(rebels) that Moshe Rabbenu, 'a"h, used to address the
people. This indicated that he got angry, and because of
his greatness, G-d  was strict with him about his anger
which was not called for in this situation. In fact, when the
people saw the anger in their leader, who was known to be
one who did not get angry, they assumed that he was
transmitting anger that G-d felt, whereas, in fact, G-d was
not angry with them. We are told that his anger is what
caused him to forget to speak to the rock.

(See Rabbenu Ba¥ya, Parashath ¡uqqath)
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Swimming During the 22 Days
The twenty two days from the 17th of Tamuz till the 9th of Ab are considered to be a time of danger.

Because of that there are those who do not go swimming for pleasure during the entire period.

If, however, there is a reason to go swimming during this time, such as to occupy children who are in
a camp, or to take children swimming instead of ‘hanging out on street corners’, they can be taken
swimming. In such a case, one must be extra cautious about safety and ensure that additional lifeguards are
on hand.

All this applies till Rosh ¡odesh. From Rosh ¡odesh on, however, they may not go swimming.

(See Maamar Mordekhai [Eliyahu], Hilkhoth ¡aggim, 25:14-15)

Pleasure Trips During the 22 Days
One should not go on a pleasure trip during the period from the Seventeenth of Tammuz till Tish'ah

Be-Ab. If, however, it is the only time that one can manage to get away with one's children, then one may do
so until Rosh ¡odesh. Similarly, if one wishes to travel for some (non critical) medical reason, one may do so
till Rosh ¡odesh Ab.

From Rosh ¡odesh Ab, however, one may not go on pleasure trips. This is speaking specifically about
trips whose purpose is pleasure. Obviously if there is a necessity to travel one may do so, but should limit the
trip to its purpose. Additionally, one must take extra care on the roads or however one is traveling, because
this is not a propitious time.

(See Maamar Mordekhai [Eliyahu], Hilkhoth ¡aggim 25:15)



   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

Honoring Parents for the Sake of the Children, Part 2
Teaching children to respect their parents is not only for the parents. It is also a powerful tool to

develop the precious qualities of sensitivity, patience, appreciation and self control.

We can better understand this with the following examples. A child who sees her mother overburdened
with preparations for Shabbath or Holy Days, and offers to help, expresses sensitivity to her mother's needs.
A child who wants his father's attention but controls himself and waits when his father is sleeping, develops
self control and patience.

Apart from the Torah requirement that parents must be honored and respected we see that it is, in
fact, beneficial to the children also. The benefit is twofold. In truth, a parent is willing to forgo his or her
honor, but for the building of the children's character it is crucial that they honor their parents.
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