
Parasha
Qora¥: the Torah Is Pleasant,
Even When Mentioning Misdeeds

m«¥WÎi ¥W §p ©̀  c¥rFn i¬¥̀ ¦x §w d²c̈¥r i¬¥̀ i ¦U §p Princes of the
assembly, summoned to the congregation, men
of renown (Bammidbar 16:2).

These leaders were part of the 250 men
in the rebellion of Qora¥ against Moshe
Rabbenu, 'a"h. Our Rabbis of blessed memory
deduce that the leaders referred to in this
phrase are the twelve princes who brought the
offerings in Parshath Bammidbar, because the
Torah uses the same terminology when
describing them (see Bammidbar 1:16). Even
though the Torah did not mention their names,
it hints at them.

This can be likened to someone who
came from a good and reputable family, but
who stole valuable objects that someone had
left in a locker room. The owner of the items
did not want to publicize who the thief was, but
gave them clues. He said he was tall, from a
good home, well groomed hair, with a ski
slope nose, and so on. Once he gave these
descriptions, every one knew whom he was
speaking about.

This is the path of the Torah, whose
ways are pleasant. When it speaks about the
merits and the Mi£woth (good deeds) that
these important princes did, it publicizes their
names. When it mentions their misdeeds, it
only gives us hints as to who they are.

(See Rabbenu Ba¥ya,
 Parashath Qora¥)

Halakha

Blowing the Shofar Before Shabbath to
Stop People Working

The Shul¥an 'Arukh mentions that when the Jewish
people used to live in their settlements, they would blow six
bursts of the Shofar every 'Ereb (eve of) Shabbath, in order
to stop the people from working. The Rama mentions, in
his gloss, the custom that a half hour or an hour before the
onset of Shabbath, someone appointed by the
congregation would announce that people should prepare
for Shabbath, and this was instead of the Shofar. He adds
that it is appropriate to do so everywhere.

The Maghen Abraham is of the opinion that
someone should be sent, two and a half hours before
nightfall, to those who are working to tell them to stop.
Additionally, he states that store owners should close their
stores one hour before Shabbath, because it happens that
sometimes they stumble in this area when an important
person enters their store and the negotiations continue till it
gets dark. He adds that they carry the sin for this on their
heads.

It would appear that the times mentioned above are
a recommended minimum for those who work close to
their homes, as they did in those days. Nowadays, since so
many people travel a long distance from their homes, they
must obviously add the travel time to the above figures to
ensure that there will be no ¡illul (desecration of) Shabbath
(Heaven forbid), and that they will be fully ready to greet
the Shabbath bride at the appropriate time.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 256:1 with Rama. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 2. Mishna
Berurah ibid:1)
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Not Eating the Bread till the One Who Breaks Eats His
The Shul¥an 'Arukh states that until the one who is breaking the bread has eaten from his own

portion, the other diners at the table may not eat theirs. The Rama comments in his gloss, that he is
permitted to give the others seated at the table their portions before he eats his, but they must wait for him to
eat before they eat their own.

It should be noted, that there is an opinion that if the one who breaks the bread hands out the portions
to the others, they may eat their portions even though he has not eaten yet. However, in order to not allow
oneself to get into this complicated situation the person breaking the bread should first eat of his own portion
and only then distribute the other portions to the other diners at the table.

This is, in fact, the accepted custom that the one breaking the bread first tastes a portion of his own
bread and then distributes to the others.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh with Rama 167:15. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid 110)

The Importance of Being Diligent about Yi¥ud
The Rambam (Maimonides) writes that there is nothing in the Torah that the majority of the people

find difficult to separate from, like forbidden relationships. Our ¡akhamim told us, that when the Jewish
people were given the commandments about these forbidden relationships, they cried and accepted them
begrudgingly.

Our ¡akhamim taught us that the soul of a person yearns after stealing and forbidden relationships
and that one cannot find any community at any given time, where such a thing is not found at all.
Additionally, they tell us that many fail in the matter of stealing, a few fail in the matter of forbidden
relationships and everyone stumbles in the area of Abaq Lashon Hara' (traces of gossip/negative speech
about others).

It is appropriate, therefore, for a person to quash his inclination and accustom himself to achieving a
high level of holiness and pure thought, in order to be saved from the above. One must be very careful to
avoid Yi¥ud (seclusion of a man and woman who are not permitted to be alone together), because this is the
main root of forbidden relationships.

(See Rambam Issurei Biah, 22:18,19,20)

   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

Honoring Parents for the Sake of the Children
We all want our children to treat us with respect. Honoring one's parents, as we all know, is one of the

Ten Commandments, however, each of us being a son or a daughter, knows how difficult it may be to put
this precept properly into practice.

 In addition, since our emotional connection as parents to our children is so deep, we may
occasionally allow our children to not treat us as appropriately as they should. When they speak
inappropriately, or behave in an improper manner, we pretend to turn a blind eye, even though, in fact, it
troubles us.

We should remind ourselves that honoring one's parents is a vehicle to refine our children's character
traits and make them better individuals. Teaching children to respect their parents is also a powerful tool to
develop the precious qualities of sensitivity, patience, appreciation and self control.

(To be continued)
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