
Parasha
Beha'alothkha: Why the Torah Will
Never Change

zŸ½x¥P ©dÎz ¤̀  ÆL §z «Ÿl£r«©d §A When you kindle [raise]
the lights (Bammidbar 8:2).

Six candles of the Menorah hinted at all
the external knowledge and wisdom of the
world (not of Torah origin). The Ner Ma'arabi
(Western candle) of the Menorah hints at the
holy Torah.

The Ner Ma'arabi miraculously, always
remained lit, to show that this was what
mattered and was important. That is why it is a
hint to the Torah which is the source of
wisdom on which all other forms of wisdom
depend. (The Ner Tamid [perpetual flame]
which burns in every Synagogue, is in memory
of the Ner Ma'arabi).

All other types of wisdom in the world
come as a result of investigation and trial and
error. As a result there are regularly
contradictions and changes as future
discoveries nullify previous findings. The holy
Torah, however, was given to us in its entirety
by the Creator of the world. It is our job to
delve into its secrets to understand it better.
That is why the Torah will never change. It is
not based on experiments or experience, but
comes from the One from Whom all
knowledge and wisdom emanates, the Creator
of the world, the Holy One blessed be He.

(See Rab ¡ida, Na¥al Qedumin,
 Parashath Beha'alothekha)

Halakha

Do We Need to Request Permission
Before Reciting Zimun in Birkath
Hamazon?

In the work of responsa, Torah Lishmah, the
following question is asked. Why is it that before Birkath
Hamazon we say Birshuth Hamesubbin (with the permission
of those seated here)? Similarly, on the night of Yom Kippur,
why does the one who reads the Berakha (blessing) of
Shehe¥eyanu say, Birshuth Morai Werabbothai (with the
permission of my masters and teachers)? Additionally, if
the one reciting the blessing is the Rabbi of the community
or the most important person in the town, is he permitted to
ask the permission of others?

The answer is that we see from the Gemara of
'Arakhin (11b) in the case of ¡izqiyahu (Hezekiyah), that
even though he was the king he asked permission in the
matter of the offering on the altar. We also find that the
ministering angels give permission to each other (Nothnim
Reshuth Zeh Lazeh). So too, in this case, one is obligated
to ask permission, even if one is important, because
¡izqiyahu was the king.

An additional benefit in doing so, is that those who
hear the blessing will have improved concentration on what
is being recited.

(See Torah Lishmah, 34)
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Behavior When Visiting the Sick
When visiting the sick, it is appropriate to understand their general condition before seeing them.

There are, in fact, instances when one should not enter into their room, but should remain outside and speak
to those present and pray for mercy for the ¡oleh (one who is sick).

One should inquire of the family members whether speaking will prove too difficult or strenuous for
the one who is ill. If they say that it is not too difficult one should visit the ¡oleh and speak to him about
external matters, to take his mind off his illness.

One must obviously use one's common sense to ensure that one does not become a burden on the
¡oleh. Out of respect to the one who is visiting, the ¡oleh may not say that he needs to rest, or that it is
proving too stressful too speak. Therefore, the visitor should take care not to overstay his welcome.

(See Meqor ¡ayyim 278, Oth 6 & 7)

What Is Honoring One's Parents?
Honoring one's parents includes feeding them with food and drink, clothing them and taking them in

and out. It must all be done with a pleasant demeanor. Even if one feeds one's parents the finest delicacies,
on a daily basis, but does so in an unpleasant manner, he will be punished for it.

The opposite is equally true. Even if a person gives his father difficult labor to do, but his intention is
to help his father, to save him from something worse, and he speaks kindly to his father and explains to him
that his intention is to help him, if his father is appeased, the son will inherit the world to come.

A parent must be served the way a servant would serve his master. There is no difference between the
father and the mother in these matters.

(See Sh. 'A. Yoreh De'ah, 240:4, with Rama. Ben Ish ¡ai, 2nd year, Parashath Shof¿im, Oth 7)



   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

"And Miriam Spoke"
Miriam, the loving older sister of Moshe Rabbenu 'a"h, accidentally found out that Moshe Rabbenu

had intimately separated from his wife Sipporah. Unaware of the fact that her brother was following Divine
instruction, Miriam the prophetess spoke her mind to her brother Aharon HaKohen, criticizing Moshe
Rabbenu. She claimed that other prophets (like Aharon HaKohen and herself) had gotten prophecies while
still remaining married. Therefore, why would Moshe Rabbenu be any different, to leave Sipporah alone?

When we analyze the circumstances under which this conversation took place, we see that it was done
in total privacy. The only person who heard Miriam's words was Aharon her brother. There was no
embarrassment or shame caused to Moshe Rabbenu. This was the one and only time that Miriam 'a"h ever
said "Lashon Hara"'. In addition, Miriam's sincere intention was to correct Moshe Rabbenu's action, which she
perceived to be incorrect. After all, she was his older sister who saved his life and took care of him.

Why then was she immediately punished?

It was to teach us a profound lesson about the gravity of evil speech. We must scrutinize and censor
every word before it leaves out mouths. We should weigh every single word with the same scale we would use
to weigh gold. We must ensure that every word that we utter is precious.
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