
Parasha

Naso: Why Does the Torah Repeat
Twelve Times?

The Torah speaks about the offerings
of the Princes (Nesi-im) of the Tribes and
repeats virtually the same words twelve times
in describing the gifts brought by each of the
Princes. Why was all the repetition necessary,
especially when we know that every word and
every letter in the Torah has special
significance?

Had the Torah only mentioned the first
offering, that of Na¥shon Ben 'Aminadab of
the tribe of Yehudah (Judah), and then stated,
And all the others brought the same thing, it
would belittle the honor of the others.
Furthermore, even though each Prince brought
the identical physical offering, each one's
intent (Kawwanoth) and reasons for bringing
the gifts were different.

That is why there is a portion dedicated
to each of the Tribes in the Torah, to give each
one his due honor. Also, just as the gifts were
equal in all respects, so too each of the Princes
received equal merit and were equal in the
eyes of G-d.

(See Rabbenu Ba¥ya, Parashath Naso)

Halakha
Calling a Kohen to the Torah When He

Is Saying the Shema'
If the Sefer Torah is open and the Kohen is reading

the Shema', he is not permitted to interrupt his reading of
the Shema' in order to go up to the Torah. Even if he is the
only Kohen in the Synagogue, he may not be called and
another member of the congregation goes up in his place.

Even if the Torah has not yet been opened, they do
not wait for him. This is because waiting for him would
place an unnecessary burden on the congregation. Even if
he was actually called up by name (perhaps they did not
realize that he was reading the Shema') he does not
interrupt his reading of the Shema' to go up to the Torah.
(See A Torah Minute, vol. 1, Called to the Torah in the
middle of the Shema', where it is explained that if a person
can complete the Shema', he may get up and start walking
to the Sefer Torah when they call his name.)

The Kaf Ha¥ayyim mentions, that the same applies
if he is in the middle of the blessings of the Shema'.
However, if he is in the middle of the Pesuqei Dezimra, he is
permitted to go up if he is the only Kohen in the
Synagogue.

If he is reading the Berakhoth (blessings) of the
Shema' when they call him up, according to the Ben Ish
¡ai, ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, there is no problem. He
can get up and go to the Sefer Torah. This is the custom
we follow.

(See Sh. 'A. 135: 5. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 27, and 61: 24, 51 25-26)
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Biqqur ¡olim by Phone
Can one fulfill the commandment of Biqqur ¡olim (visiting the sick) by calling them on the phone?

We mentioned previously that one of the reasons for visiting the sick is because G-d visited Abraham Abinu,
'a"h, when he was in pain on the third day after his Milah (See The Reason for Visiting the Sick).

In view of the fact that G-d could have called out to Abraham Abinu, 'a"h, directly from Heaven, but
chose instead to trouble Himself to come and visit Abraham Abinu, 'a"h, it does appear that one needs to
visit in person and that a phone call is not sufficient. Additionally, when one sees a person who is ill and
possibly attached to all sorts of machines, one's heart goes out to them and one prays from the depths of
one's soul.

This assumes that the ¡oleh (one who is ill) is in the same country or town. If that is not the case,
however, one can fulfill one's obligation of Biqqur ¡olim over the telephone. One should ask if there is
anything one can do for the ¡oleh, even from a distance. Similarly, if the disease or illness is contagious, one
fulfills one's obligation by making a telephone call.

(See Dibrei Mordekhai, Halakha BaParasha, Parashath Wayyera)

Sadness Strengthens Lilith
One must make every effort to avoid sadness and worry, and not moan. Sadness is the Middah

(character trait) of Lillith, as is implied by the letters of her name in Hebrew which are of the same root as the
word Yelalah, which means wailing. Sadness assists Lilith to do her desires.

One must be aware that the Simmakh Meem (n"q), the dark angel who's name we do not pronounce,

has two wives who cause men to stumble in the area of wasting seed. One is Lilith who causes a sad person
to sin. The second is Ma¥alath (from the Hebrew root Ma¥ol: dance). The latter causes a man to sin through
levity and lightheadedness. We see from this that if a man is happy he falls into the net of Ma¥alath. If he is
sad he falls into the net of Lillith. It seems like there is no hope to escape from the trap!

There is a solution however. Happiness that comes from the Torah saves one from all of them.
(See Qarnoth ¢addiq, ch. 2, Oth 15)



   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

Ra¥el, the Admirable Wife of Ribbi Aqiba and Her Hair, Part 2
When Ribbi Aqiba became one of the greatest scholars of his time and an extremely wealthy

individual, on account of his deep appreciation for her devotion and self sacrifice he bought, for his selfless
wife, an exquisite headdress made of gold, known as: Jerusalem of Gold.

Hair is known to be one of the most attractive commodities of our feminine body. Women and girls
invest a lot of time (and money) into their hair, caring for it, styling, coloring and designing etc. Hair has
prominence, since it is on top of the head, which is, of course, one of the most noticeable parts of our body.

Hair means different things to different people. For women, in general, hair is such a focal point of
their physical attraction that, to many, it is a source of immense struggle and spiritual challenge when it
comes to covering it in an appropriate and modest manner.

(To be continued)
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