
Parasha

Bammidbar: What Was the Need to
Count the Children of Israel?

l ½¥̀ ẍ §U ¦iÎi«¥p §A z´©c£rÎlM̈ ÆW Ÿ̀xÎz ¤̀  E À̀ §U Count the
heads of all the Congregation of the Sons of
Israel (Bammidbar 1:2). What is the purpose of
the instruction in the Torah to count the heads
of Benei Yisrael? If the whole purpose was to
know how many they were, surely G-d was
aware of the number.

One of the purposes in counting the
people was to show that each member of the
Children of Israel was worthy in his or her own
right as an individual. Bil'am, the wicked
prophet of the nations of the world, originally
said to G-d that the Jewish people were a
nation which covered the face of the earth
(Bammidbar 22:11), speaking about them in a
collective sense. He later states, who can count
the dust of Jacob (Bammidbar 23:10),
recognizing that even the dust of the Jewish
nation is worthy to be counted.

Obviously G-d was aware of the total
number of Benei Yisrael in the wilderness. The
commandment to count the heads of each of
them, was to make them fully appreciate the
fact that each and every one of the Jewish
people was worthy to be counted as an
individual and should not feel that their value
was only, as Bil'am originally thought, when
they are considered collectively.

(See Aqedath Yi£-¥aq,

 Parashath Bammidbar)

Halakha
Differences of Opinion about Ta¥anun

in Siwan
The Rama writes, in his gloss on the Shul¥an

'Arukh, that Ta¥anun may not be recited from Rosh
¡odesh (the start of) Siwan till the eighth, which is the day
after Isru Hagh (or two days after the holy day of
Shabu'oth). This custom is commonly found in Ashkenazi
communities. Others, however, do not recite Ta¥anunim
from Rosh ¡odesh till the 12th of the month (inclusive).
The reason is as follows:

We stop saying Ta¥anun from Rosh ¡odesh
because Ta¥anun is never said on Rosh ¡odesh. Then right
away from the 2nd of Siwan Moshe Rabbenu (Moses), 'a"h,
instructed the Children of Israel to sanctify themselves for
the Torah which would be given on the sixth of the month.
At the time that the Beth Hamiqdash (Temple) stood, the
people would bring sacrifices on Shabu'oth. Those who
were unable to do so at that time, could still bring their
sacrifices till the 12th of the month. For this reason, there
are those who do not recite Ta¥anun till the end of the
12th. The Sephardi custom is not to say Ana or Ta¥anun
from Rosh ¡odesh until and including the 12th of Siwan

It should be noted that there are those who do not
recite Ta¥anun till the end of the 13th of Siwan, because of
the doubt that used to exist regarding the sanctification of
the moon. This custom is most commonly seen among
Ashkenazim in the Land of Israel.
(See Rama 494:3. Kaf Ha¥ayyim, ibid, Oth 50 & 52 and 131, Oth 107. Maamar

Mordekhai [Eliyahu], Hilkhoth ¡aggim 5)
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Uncertain If Ya'alei Weyabo Was Said or Not
On holy days such as Shabu'oth, Ya'alei Weyabo must be recited in the 'Amidah. If it is omitted

during any of the Yom ¤ob (holy day) prayers, the 'Amidah has to be repeated.

If, however, one cannot remember if he included Ya'alei Weyabo in the prayer or not, but is certain
that he prayed the holy day 'Amidah which contains the portion of Attah Be¥artanu, we assume that he did
recite Ya'alei Weyabo and does not need to repeat the 'Amidah.

This concept applies all the more so today, that one prays the holiday prayers from a Siddur (prayer
book), because one would logically read the prayer the way it is printed there.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim, 487, Oth 26, 27, 30)



Donating a Sefer Torah on Shabu'oth
The Torah tells us that we must count seven full weeks (49 days) from the second day of Pesa¥, and

that on the fiftieth day (which is Shabu'oth), we are commanded to offer a Min¥a ¡adasha (new meal
offering) to G-d. One who donates a new Sefer Torah on Shabu'oth is considered as if he brought a new
meal offering in its time.

What is most important when donating a Sefer Torah, however, is that the Torah should be purchased
from a Sofer (scribe) who is experienced, competent and a G-d fearing individual. The Sefer Torah must also
be checked several times.

Even nowadays, when computers are used to assist in the checking, I have seen errors that were
either not detected or ignored. Therefore one must ensure that meticulous care was taken in the preparation
of the Sefer Torah.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 494, Oth 19)

   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

Was it Appropriate for Ruth to Glean with the Poor?
Ruth, a former Princess, goes out to the fields with the rest of the poor people to glean the fallen wheat

stalks. ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, the holy Ben Ish Hai, 'a"h, explains that Ruth had a deeper intention in
going out to glean with the poor, other than the obvious need to sustain her mother-in-law and herself. Her
intention was to do a rectification of the sin of the Moabites.

Her rationale was that if the Moabites were rejected by the Jewish nation and forbidden from joining
them (Deuteronomy 23:4), because they failed to bring food and water to the Children of Israel, she, who
came from the nation of Moab must rectify her ancestors' deeds. She, even though it was not befitting her
status, would go out and glean wheat for her beloved mother-in-law.

One profound message that we learn from Ruth is that if there is any flaw or blemish in our past, we
have the power to rectify it, whether the wrongdoing was done by us or by those who went before us! If there
was some flaw in our past, it should not be an impediment to our growth or our ability to achieve. It should
not be an excuse or a reason to hold us back as we learn from Ruth. What an amazing lesson to hold onto
and use.
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