
Halakha

Does Visiting Ribbi Shim'on Bar
Yo¥ai's Grave Require Ne¿ilath
Yadayim?

On Lagh La'Omer, multitudes visit the
grave of Ribbi Shim'on Bar Yo¥ai. Is one
required to do Ne¿ilath Yadayim (ritual washing
of hands) after visiting his grave, or the graves
of other righteous ¡akhamim, as one does
when visiting any other grave?

This question was asked in Dibrei
Mordekhai and the response was that when
visiting the graves of ¡akhamim, one must do
Ne¿ilath Yadayim after leaving. However, the
graves of Ribbi Shim'on Bar Yo¥ai, Ribbi
El'azar his son, and Ribbi Meir Ba'al HaNess,
as well as the graves of the Tannaim, are the
exception. The reason is that they are buried
very low in the ground and, therefore, Ne¿ilath
Yadayim is not required.

He quotes an opinion mentioned in the
Sedei ¡emed, that Ribbi Shim'on Bar Yo¥ai
was of the opinion that the graves of the
righteous do not render people impure. If a
person insists on making Ne¿ilath Yadayim, he
belittles the honor of the holy Ribbi Shim'on
Bar Yo¥ai. If one wishes, one may simply wash
one's hands but without doing the ritual
Ne¿ilah.

(See Dibrei Mordekhai,

 Lagh Ba'Omer BeHalakha)

Parasha
A¥arei Moth/qedoshim: Why Love Each

Other as Ourselves?
'd i¦p£̀  LF ®nM̈ L£r «¥x §l ¬Ÿ §a ©d«῭ §e And you shall love your neighbor as

yourself, I am the L-rd (Wayiqra 19:18). Ribbi Aqiba said that
this is a fundamental principle in the Torah. Hillel the Elder
said a similar vein that what is hated by you, do not do to
your friend, and that this is the entire Torah.

These two comments are essentially the same, but
Ribbi Aqiba says it as a positive commandment and Hillel as a
negative one. Rashi asks a question: the Torah contains many
Mi£woth (commandments) concerning one's conduct, not
only between man and his fellow man, but also between man
and G-d. What makes this commandment such a
fundamental principle?

Rashi explains that the majority of commandments are
between man and his fellow man. It would be logical,
therefore, that loving your fellow man encompasses the
essence of all those commandments. A second explanation is
that Re'akha (your neighbor) actually refers to G-d and that
the verse says, "Do not transgress My words because you
would not like it if your friend didn't follow your instructions".

No individual can perform all the 613 commandments
because not all apply to everyone. So how can we fulfill them
all? When we fulfill you shall love your neighbor as yourself,
everyone shares his portion of the commandments with his
friend. In this way all the commandments are joined together,
and this explains Ribbi Aqiba's comment that it is a
fundamental principle, because only through this can we be
considered to have kept all the 613 commandments.

(See Dibre Mordekhai, Parashath A¥arei Moth/Qedoshim)
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Why Celebrate the Loss of a Great Rabbi and Teacher?
When Ribbi Shim'on Bar Yo¥ai entered the cave, another Bath Qol (voice from Heaven) came and

said, "This man who shook the earth and made kingdoms tremble". The Mequbbal (Kabbalist) ¡akham
Yehudah Ftaya, 'a"h, asked the Ben Ish ¡ai why the Bath Qol said shook the earth and made kingdoms
tremble, when in the original verse in Isaiah (14:16) the order is reversed?".

The holy Ben Ish ¡ai, ¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, answered that since the original verse was said
about Nebuchadnezzar, the Bath Qol reversed the order.

Many people wonder why Lagh La'Omer, is considered a happy day when Ribbi Shim'on Bar Yo¥ai
passed away on this day. It says in the Sedei ¡emed that, in addition to the reason that the happiness is on
account of the Talmidim (disciples) of Ribbi Aqiba who did not die from that day on, on that day, through
Ribbi Shim'on Bar Yo¥ai, all the secrets of the Torah were revealed and he was the teacher of Israel who
shone the light of Torah on them.

(See Dibrei Mordekhai, Lagh La'Omer)

I'll Take Nothing If I Can't Have Everything (The Advantage of Wisdom Over Folly)

jygd on xe`d oexzik zelkqd on dnkgl oexzi yiy ip` izi`xe, I saw that the advantage of wisdom over folly is
like the advantage of light over darkness (Qoheleth 2:13).

There are those who say that there is no point studying Torah, because it is so vast that it is
impossible for them to learn it all. As a result they do not study any of it.

This can be likened to a father who would say that he does not wish to pay for his son's education
because his son is not smart. We would all agree that this is the opposite of what he should do. Even if his
son is not able to master the more complicated aspects of his subjects, he should, nevertheless, be fully
educated in what he does comprehend.

When it comes to the study of the Torah, even a little knowledge is preferable to not studying
anything. The verse is telling us that when day breaks, even though the light is not close to its peak, it is still
preferable to darkness, because one cannot see anything in darkness. So too, with the study of the Torah,
some light is much better than none at all.

(Dibrei ¡ayyim of the Ben Ish ¡ai on Qoheleth)

   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

Can We Change the Words of Our Sages? Part 2
HaRab Mordekhai Eliyahu 'a"h, writes (Ma'amar Mordekhai, Sefer Wayyiqra) that in all matters of purity

and cleanliness we must follow the word of the man of G-d, who are our ¡akhamim, without any changes

Though many ladies are very particular, when it comes to the laws of "Family Purity", there are those who
feel that these laws are primitive, not suitable for our "modern times" and should be adjusted. I have even heard
ladies claim that nowadays, when everyone has their own baths (or Jacuzzis), in their homes, why go to the public
Miqweh and bathe there? Surely it is more sanitary to bathe in one's own home?!

Just like there was a deeper meaning behind Na'aman's ¢ara'ath and the immersion in the Jordan river, so
too the immersion in the Miqweh is far deeper than a daily bath. Na'aman's ¢ara'ath was a manifestation of his
extreme arrogance. Bathing in the Jordan river, which flows from high elevation to the Dead Sea, the lowest point
in the world, indicated that Na'aman must act with contrition and humility. Getting rid of his haughtiness would
bring about his cure.

The immersion in the miqweh is a spiritual act, not a mere physical action of cleaning dirt. Even today, or
should I say, especially today, we must adhere to the laws of our holy Torah and the words of our great sages of
blessed memory. It is only then, as ¡akham Mordekhai Eliyahu mentioned, that we will merit total purity.
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