
Halakha

Starting the Seder Just Before
Midnight

Even though the Seder must be done on
time to enable one to eat the Afiqomen before
Halakhaic midnight, it sometimes happens that,
for reasons out of one's control, one is unable to
start the Seder till close to midnight. How does
one perform the Seder in such a case?

If there is enough time left till midnight
(Halakhaic time), one should change the normal
order of the Seder and do the following:

- Recite the Qiddush and drink the first cup
right away.

- Do Ne¿ilath Yadayim with a Berakha
(blessing).

- Say the blessings of both Hamo£i and 'Al
Akhilath Ma££ah (dvn) and eat the Ma££ah.

- One should then say the Berakha of 'Al
Akhilath Maror and eat the Maror, all before
midnight.

- One should only recite the Haggadah after
that.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 477, Oth 10

Parasha

Wayyiqra: How Can the Shekhinah Rest on a
Physical Body

G-d commands us to be holy. This means that the
physical dimension of who we are should be purified to such
an extent that both the body and the soul will be fit to have
the Shekhinah (G-d's holy presence) rest upon them and to
reach a high spiritual level.

The Pasuq (verse), d À̈n ¥d §A ©dÎo ¦n ,'d«©l oÄ §xẅ m²¤M ¦n ai ¬¦x §w©iÎi «¦M m À̈c ῭
Eai ¦x §w ©Y o Ÿ̀½S ©dÎo ¦nE ÆxẅÄ ©dÎo ¦n When a man from [amongst] you brings
an offering to G-d, he should bring it from the cattle and from
the sheep (Wayyiqra 1:2), seems to have an unnecessary
word, Mikkem (from [amongst] you). The word Mikkem really
refers to one's own physical body. It should be that one's
physical being is so holy that it can bring a sacrifice. But the
Ye£er Hara' (the evil inclination) will stop us in our tracks and
say, "How can you turn something physical into something
spiritual, and how can something physical be fit for the
Shekhinah to rest upon it?".

The answer is, o`vdÎone xwadÎon dndadÎon from the cattle

and from the sheep. We can learn from animals, such as the
animals of Ribbi ¡anina Ben Dosa, which would not eat
barley which had not been tithed. If an animal can reach
such a high spiritual level, it should be clear to us that a
human being is able to purify himself so that the Shekhinah
can rest upon him.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth, Wayyiqra)
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Starting the Seder after Midnight
There are times when some people are unable to start the Seder till after midnight (Halakhaic time).

Hopefully it is always for good reasons, such as a woman giving birth. How is the Seder held in such a case?

There is a doubt whether one may recite the blessings of 'Al Akhilath Ma££ah (dvn) and Maror when it
is past midnight. As such, we apply the concept of Sefeq Berakhoth Lehaqel (when there is a doubt whether
a blessing may be recited or not it should not be recited). Therefore,

- one should not say the blessing of 'Al Akhilath Ma££ah, but only the blessing of Hamo£i,

- one should not recite the blessing of 'Al Akhilath Maror when eating the bitter herbs, and

- the blessing on the Haggadah (Ga-al Yisrael) should be recited without Shem or Malkhuth (G-d's
Name and Kingdom).

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 477, Oth 10)

Falling Asleep Before the Afiqomen
Care should be taken to eat the Afiqomen by midnight according to Sha'oth Zemanioth (Halakhaic

time). Since this time varies throughout the year and from one area to another, one must check the times in
advance. In the New York area it is commonly around 1 a.m. With the preparations that had to be made
before Pesa¥ and the wine and food that one consumes at the Seder, the late time may combine with them
to cause a person to fall asleep.

If someone falls asleep during the meal on the night of the Seder, before eating the Afiqomen, his
sleep does not constitute an interruption. Therefore, he does not need to recite the blessing of Hamo£i again.
However, he should do Ne¿ilath Yadayim (the ritual washing of hands) for bread again, but should not recite
the blessing.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh with Rama 478:2. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 14)

Women's Obligation Regarding the Haggadah
The obligation to speak about the exodus from Egypt applies not only to men but to women also.

Nowadays, many women are very well versed in Judaism and fluent in Hebrew. However, if a woman is not
well versed and cannot understand Hebrew, someone else should explain to her the details of the exodus
from Egypt.

In particular, one must explain the portion of, Rabban Gamliel used to say, whoever did not say these
three things on Pesa¥ did not fulfill his obligation. And these are the three things, 'Pesa¥, Ma££ah Umaror' (the
Pesa¥, unleavened bread and bitter herbs). After that she should repeat that portion to ensure that she fulfills
her obligation.

Her obligation vis-a-vis the rest of the Haggadah can be fulfilled by listening to its recitation by the
men and it will be considered as if she herself recited it.

(See Maamar Mordekhai [Eliyahu], Hilkhoth ¡aggim, 11:9)
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