
Halakha

The Importance of Drinking 4 Cups
of Wine on Pesa¥

It is important to drink the four cups on
Pesa¥ (Passover), to the extent that if one has
difficulty drinking wine, one must still force
oneself to drink the four cups (assuming that
there are no medical reasons why the person
may not drink any wine).

It is said that one who drinks the four
cups on Pesa¥ is saved from the four kinds of
capital punishment, because the four cups are
an atonement for the four types of capital
punishment that a person might be liable for.

If someone is in a place where he has no
Haggadah and is unable to get one, and does
not know the Haggadah by heart, he must still
drink the four cups. Since he is considered to be
Anoos (it is beyond his control), he fulfills his
obligation of the four cups in this manner. In
such a case he recites the blessing of Borei Peri
Haggefen (Haggafen, according to Ashkenazic
tradition), on the cup over the Qiddush and over
the cup of Birkath Hamazon (the grace after
meals). Berakha A¥aronah ('Al Haggefen) is
only said after the last cup.

(See Kaf Ha¥ayyim 472, Oth 10&73 and 474, Oth 6)

Parasha

Wayyaqhel: Stockpiling Our Treasures for
Whom?

F ¹gEx d ¸̈a §c«p̈ Áx ¤W£̀  lŸ¿k §e F ®A ¦l F ´̀ Ü §pÎx ¤W£̀  Wi¦̀ ÎlM̈ E Ÿ̀¾aÏ ©e Every man
whose heart raised him came, and whose spirit made him
willing [to donate]... (See Shemoth 35:21).

What does Nesao Libbo (his heart raised him) mean?
It means that the heart that made him donate this money
elevated him because he created for himself, through this
act, a treasure above. Can one imagine a greater elevation
than having his treasure in the palace of a king?

King Munbaz who was a Ger (proselyte), and was
known for his acts of ¢edaqa (charity), said that his
forefathers stockpiled their wealth in this world, whereas he
stored his treasures in Heaven. In other words, his forefathers
stockpiled their wealth and resources for others, whereas he
stored his treasures for himself.

The phrase and whose spirit made him willing [to
donate] can be read as whose spirit made him willing to
donate – it remains with him, because in Hebrew the word
Otho (him) can be read as Itto (with him). Whatever remains
with him is the money that his heart made him give in
charity, unlike the forefathers of Munbaz and those who
hoard their wealth on this earth, who have no idea in whose
hands their wealth will fall after they pass on from this world.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai Derashoth, Parashath Wayyaqhel)
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Defining Who Is a Firstborn for the Purposes of the Fast
Ta'anith Bekhoroth (the fast of the firstborn) is in memory of the miracle that took place when the

Children of Israel were unharmed during the final plague in Egypt, in which the firstborn of the Egyptians
died. The rules for who is considered to be a Bekhor (firstborn) are different for this fast than those for a
Pidyon Habben (redemption of firstborn).

Someone who was born after a definite miscarriage also needs to fast. However, if he was born after a
previous full term pregnancy, even if the the child of that previous pregnancy died within thirty days of his
birth, he does not fast.

The obligation to fast falls on all firstborn males, whether of the father or the mother. The firstborn of a
Kohen or Lewi is also required to fast, irrespective of whether they are the firstborn of the father or mother.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 470:1. Mishnah Berurah ibid, 1-2. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 1,2,3,6,8)

Melakha and Hair Cuts on the Eve of Passover
One must not do Melakha (work) on 'Ereb Pesa¥ (the eve of Passover), from midday (Halakhaic

time). This refers to work that is absolute Melakha or done for remuneration. However, fixing an article of
clothing and the like, at home, is permitted.

One should cut one's hair on 'Ereb Pesa¥, but should do so in the morning, since the Jewish
barber/hairdresser is not permitted to work after noon. If one forgot to cut one's hair in the morning, one may
have it cut after noon. He should be accompanied by another Jew and should not go to a Jewish barber for
the reasons we have just mentioned, but must have his hair cut by a non-Jew.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 468:1-2. Rama 471:3. Ben Ish ¡ai, 1st year, Parashath ¢aw, Oth 24)



   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

The Noble Act of Giving, Part 2
In understanding why the Mishkan wasn’t built exclusively out of gold and silver, but also included

cheap materials, Hakham Yosef Hayyim, ’a”h, says the following in Addereth Eliyahu.

The act of "giving" can be done on different levels. There are those who donate with a happy heart
and very willingly, and there are those, on the other hand, who give with a heavy heart and grudgingly.

Had Hashem commanded us to donate gold exclusively - what would those who find it difficult to put
their hands in their pockets do? It is possible that some would not have given at all, while others would feel
forced to give and would act with a lack of love and desire. And one might add, that some would give what
they could ill afford.

That is why Hashem, in His infinite wisdom and love for us gave the opportunity to donate copper,
linen and the like. To give every single person from Bene Yisrael a chance to practice the act of giving with
rejoicing of heart and happiness. This way every single  individual in the entire nation, with none excluded,
took part in the building of the holy Mishkan.
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