
Halakha

Who Should Open the Meghillah
like a Letter?

The custom is for the ¡azzan to spread
out the entire Meghilla like a letter, in order to
make the miracle known. Only the ¡azzan (the
one who reads it out loud) needs to spread it out
before reading. Individuals who are following the
reading with their own Kasher Meghilla (written
on a parchment scroll) do not need to do so.
The Meghillah must be spread out before the
recitation of the Berakha (blessing).

According to the Maharil, if an individual
is reading for himself to fulfill his obligation (not
following the reading of the ¡azzan or another
person) he should also spread out the Meghilla
before reading. Care should be taken not to let
the Meghilla drag on the floor, therefore, the
reader must have a Bimah or chair in place for it
to rest on.

There is an opinion that it is not
necessary for the entire Meghillah to be spread
out before reading. Rather, it can be unrolled, bit
by bit, while one is reading it, but should not be
rolled up again till after the entire reading is
completed. The Meghillah must be rolled up
before the final Berakha is recited.

(See Shul¥an 'Arukh 690: 17. Ben Ish ¡ai, Parashath Ki Thissa
(Purim), Oth 4. M.B. 690, 55/56. Kaf Ha¥ayyim ibid, Oth 104.

Maamar Mordekhai (¡aggim) 64:18)

Parasha

Te£aweh: like Father like Son
 The finely made

belt of the Ephod (apron) which is upon it, shall be made of it
according to its workmanship (Shemoth 28:8).

¡akham Yoseph ¡ayyim, 'a"h, mentions that Banim
(sons) are called the clothing of their fathers. Just like a
person gets honor through wearing fine clothes, so too a
person gets honor on account of his children when they are
complete in Torah and Derekh Eres.

This being so, the Ephod which was an important
item of clothing for the Kohen Gadol (High Priest) hints at
one's children. However, whether the children will follow the
right path or not, depends on the deeds and actions of the
parents, as we say, like father like son.

It is like a parable of a man who was very angry at his
son for not doing Ne¿ilath Yadayim (the ritual washing of
hands) before eating bread. So he held his son's feet and, in
anger, wished to hit him with a stick. However, he missed
and hit his own hand causing himself significant pain. The
son said to his father, "This is a sign from Heaven, because
you want to hit me for not doing Ne¿ilath Yadayim, yet you
never do Ne¿ilath Yadayim when eating bread. Like father
like son. Had I seen you always do Ne¿ilath Yadayim before
eating, I would also have done so. I am only an image of
you".

The finely made belt of the Ephod, are the children.
Which is upon it refers to the responsibility upon the parent to
take care of the needs of his children. Shall be made of it
according to its workmanship, tells us that the children will be
like the deeds of the parents.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai, Parashath Te£aweh)
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Can You Put All Mishlowa¥ Manoth Foods in One Container?
We mentioned above that the two foods that you send to a friend as Mishlowa¥ Manoth on Purim

have to be in separate containers or wrapped individually, but should not be presented in one container.

What if somebody, on Purim, sends a friend two kinds of food, but because he did not have two
separate containers, put them both in the same container and gave it to his friend. Has he fulfilled the Mi£wah
of Mishlowa¥ Manoth on Purim or does it appear, since they are in only one container, that he has only given
them one food?

The answer in Torah Lishmah is as follows. As long as both items of food are in one container, they
are considered to be one type of food, so the one who is giving must remove one of them and put it in a
separate container in order to fulfill the Mi£wah of Mishlowa¥ Manoth on Purim.

(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shana Aleph, Parashath Te£awweh, Oth ¤eth Zahn)

Reading the Meghillah on the 14th, 15th, or Both
As we know, the Halakha is that everybody reads the Meghillah on the fourteenth of Adar, except for

cities that had a wall around them at the time of Yehoshuwa' (Joshua).

In Jerusalem, we know for a fact that there was a wall around it at that time so, therefore, in
Jerusalem we only read it on the fifteenth with a Berakha (blessing). But there are places where there is a
Safeq (doubt), and we are not certain if the walls were there at the time of Yehoshuwa’. So in such a place
where there is a doubt, the Meghillah is read on the fourteenth with a Berakha and again on the fifteenth
without a Berakha.

In such a case, even though we don't say 'Al Hanissim in the 'Amidah, nevertheless, after we say Eloh
- ai Ne£or, before we take three steps back, we say Nodeh Lekha Hashem Eloh - enu and continue with 'Al
Hanissim...etc.

Also in the Birkath Hammazon on the fifteenth, after you say the four Berakhoth, you say the
following: Hara¥aman Nodeh Lekha 'Al Hanissim..Beemeh Mordekhai.. and so on.

(See 'Od Yoseph ¡ai, Parashath Te£awweh, Hilkhoth Purim, Oth Aleph)
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