
Halakha
Why is Shabbath Zakhor before Purim?

There is a commandment to remember
'Amaleq and to read the portion of Zakhor
(remember) from the Sefer Torah. There is no
specfic time connected with this commandment,
so why do we read it specifically on the
Shabbath before Purim?

It says in the Gemara of Meghilla that
Zakhor is read before Purim because we wish to
mention the eradication of 'Amaleq alongside
the eradication of Haman, as it says in the
Meghilla: "And these days shall be remembered
and celebrated". The word remember (which is
mentioned first) refers to reading Zakhor, and
celebrate refers to the eradication of 'Amaleq.
That is why Zakhor (remember) is read on the
preceding Shabbath.

In addition, every miracle that occurs
sees a re-awakening every year. That is why all
the Holidays (Pesa¥, Purim and so on) come
around every year. This re-awakening always
starts from the Shabbath before the Holiday.
From the Shabbath before Purim there is a
re-awakening of the actions that caused the
repentance and the Geullah (redemption).

The Shabbath before Purim sees an
amazing (spiritual) light that assists Israel. That
is why the Jewish people must engage in the
study of the Torah on that Shabbath, more than
any other Shabbath, to awaken the redemption
and the elevation of Qedusha (holiness) that
arises on this day.

(See Meghilla 29a with Rashi.
 M.M 685: 1. Dabar Be'Itto,
 Derush on Zakhor/Purim)

Parasha

Terumah: Why Donate Gold and Silver for the
Building of the Mishkan?

EṔ ¤a §C ¦i x´¤W£̀  ÆWi ¦̀ ÎlM̈ z³¥̀ ¥n d®n̈Ex §Y i¦lÎEg §w ¦i §e l ½¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i í¥p §AÎl ¤̀  Æx ¥A ©C 
z ¤W «Ÿg §pE s ¤q¤kë a¬d̈f̈ ...F ½A ¦l Let [the Children of Israel] take for me an
offering, from each man whose heart motivates him to do so ...
gold, silver and copper (Shemoth 25:2-3).

Why did G-d choose to build the Mishkan
(Tabernacle) with gold, silver and the like and not with
spiritual materials which appear to be eminently more suited
for the purpose? The answer is that it is not because G-d
loves precious metals, but rather, because they are precious
in the eyes of man.

When someone gives something, that he personally
loves, to G-d, he automatically brings his love together with
it. There is nothing that is more precious to G-d than the love
He receives from the Jewish people. Therefore, what G-d
should command the Jewish people to bring in order to build
the Mishkan, is their love. This is obviously not practical and
that is why He commanded us to bring something physical.

Since gold and silver are precious in a person's eyes,
when he brings them as an offering he will bring the love that
he has for these objects together with them. This will
demonstrate that his love for G-d is greater than his
attachment to these objects, because otherwise he would not
have brought them. That is why it says, whose heart
motivates him to do so, because it is the desire of the heart
that G-d wants.

(See Kether ¢adiq, Parashath Terumah, Oth Geemal)

2 Adar 5778/Feb’ 17 ‘18 Terumah  dnexz zyxt  5778

Sponsorships Available.
Please contact Midrash BEN ISH HAI
(516) 487 6676/www.midrash.org



Who must Hear the Meghillah, and When?
Everybody is obligated in the Mi£wah of Meghillah, both men and women. I would like to add that

there is a common misconception amongst many people that hearing the Meghillah once at night alone is
sufficient. That is an incorrect assumption, and it must be heard both at night and in the morning.

As such, if a woman is unable to hear the Meghillah in the Synagogue because she has small children
and cannot bring them, or for any other reason, when her husband returns home, he must read the Meghillah
for her again or she must find a later Minyan where she could hear it being read.

This applies both at night as well during the day of Purim.
(See Ben Ish ¡ai, Shanah Aleph, Parashath Te£awweh, Oth Aleph)



Why Were the Miracles Not Open and Wondrous?
Why did G-d cause the salvation in Purim to happen in a natural way and and not as an open miracle

as happened in Egypt or with San¥erib (Sennacherib)?

Had the miracle been open and wondrous, the nations of the world, specifically the enemies of the
Jewish people, would say that miracles do not happen on a regular basis. The reason it happened at that
time was because there were prophets and righteous people then. It was in their merit that the miracles took
place. Nowadays, there are no prophets, and there aren't individuals who are on such a high spiritual level.
Therefore, miracles would not occur for the Jewish people nowadays.

That is why G-d caused the salvation to happen in a natural way, in accordance with the norms of
nature. Nature exists all the time, and does not depend on the merits of individuals. The enemies of the
Jewish people must be concerned, therefore, that the Jewish nation's protection is not dependent on the
merits of specific individuals, but is there all the time.

(See Ben Ish ¡ayil, Derush Geemal, Zakhor)

   Women’s Corner - by Rabbanith Ruth Menashe ‘a”h 

The Noble Act of Giving
Hashem command the Children of Israel to donate fifteen different types of materials for the Mishkan

(Tabernacle). Why was it necessary to include this wide array of materials, some of which were very precious
and others which had hardly any value at all? 

Surely it have been more appropriate to build the entire Mishkan from gold, or at the very least from
gold and silver? What is the reason for commanding the children of Israel to bring copper, linen, rams' skins
and other cheap substances? Isn't this act belittling and degrading to the value of the Mishkan?

The Ben Ish ¡ai in his holy book Addereth Eliyahu brings the following explanation. We all know that
the act of "giving" can be done on different levels. There is giving and there is giving. There are those who
donate with a happy heart and very willingly, and there are those, on the other hand, who give with a heavy
heart and grudgingly.

(To be continued)
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